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Run-on sentences are missing correct punctuation:
a period between two independent clauses, 

a comma and a conjunction, or 
a colon if the clauses are related.

C o mmo n  m i s t akes  i n  r u n - o n  s e n ten ces :
• F o rge t t i n g  t o  a dd  a  p e r i o d  a t  t h e  en d  o f  ea ch  i n d epend en t  c l a u se
• A dd i n g  a  c o n j u nc t i o n  w i t h o u t  a  co m m a
• Us i n g  a  c o mma  i n  p l a c e  o f  a  p e r i o d  o r  w i t h o u t  a  c o n j u n c t i o n
• I n c l ud i n g  mu l t i p l e  c o n j u nc t i o n s

Run-on Sentences 
Review

Day 81
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Daily Practice
Correct  each run-on  sentence be low by separat ing  i t  i n to  two  
separate  i ndependent  c lauses .

• A r t i f i c i a l  f o o d  dyes  a r e  a dded  t o  m a n y  su ga ry  co n co c t i o n s  t h ey  
m i gh t  be  r e spo n s i b l e  f o r  h ypera c t i v i t y  i n  s o m e  peo p l e .

• Th e  mu seu m h e ld  a  ph o t o g ra ph y  co n te s t  t h ey  h a d  sepa ra te  
ca tego r i e s  f o r  a ge  g ro ups .  

• A  g ro up  o f  re sea r c h er s  bu r i ed  a  l o g  u n derg ro u n d  t o  t ry  a n d  
p rese rv e  i t  t h ey  wer e  su ccess fu l  i n  t h e i r  h ypo th es i s .

Day 81

5th Grade ©Top Score Writing

Th e  g i r a f fe  i s  t h e  t a l l e s t  l i v i n g  t e r res t r i a l  a n im a l  t h ey  
a re  kn o wn  f o r  t h e i r  l o n g  n ecks  a n d  l o n g  l eg s .

T h e  g i r a f fe  i s  t h e  t a l l e s t  l i v i n g  t e r res t r i a l  a n im a l .  T h e y  
a r e  k n o wn  f o r  t h e i r  l o n g  n e ck s  a n d  l o n g  l e g s .

Run-on sentences are made up of 
two or more independent clauses that 

don’t have correct conjunctions or 
punctuation between them.  

One way to correct run-on sentences 
is to split the sentences into two 

independent clauses.

I can correctly 
write complete sentences. 

Day 81



114 Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2026  No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

Top Score Writing – Grade 8Daily Grammar Lessons | Conventions Practice

5th Grade ©Top Score Writing

Run-on sentences can be formed 
by using too many conjunctions without 

proper punctuation. 
Another way to correct run-on sentences is 

to use a comma and a conjunction 
to form a compound sentence.

Ha m i l t o n  i s  a  b i o g r a ph i c a l  m us i ca l  a n d  i t  h a s  ca t ch y  
so n gs  a n d  i t  c o ver s  t h e  A m er i ca n  Revo l u t i o n .

H a m i l t o n  i s  a  b i o g raph i c a l  m u s i ca l ,  a n d  i t  h a s  c a t c hy  
s o n gs .   I t  c o v er s  t h e  A mer i ca n  Revo l u t i o n .

I can correctly 
write complete sentences. 

Day 82
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Daily Practice

• A  saxophone  i s  a  reed  i n s t rumen t  and  i t  i s  i n  the  woodw ind  
fam i ly  and  i t  i s  made  of  brass .

• My fam i ly  wen t  on  a  Carn iva l  c ru i se  bu t  the  wea ther  wasn ’ t  
very  good  so  we  spen t  mos t  o f  the  t ime  i n s ide .

Correc t  each run-on  sentence be low by add ing  a  comma and 
a  con junc t ion  to  form a  compound sen tence .

• The  s i ren  scared  the  dog  and  the  dog  h id  under  my bed  and  
then  i t  how led  to  match  the  sound  of  the  s i ren .

Day 82
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Daily Practice

• E d u c a t o r s  i n  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s o l e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  
d e t e r m i n e s  s u c c e s s  p r i o r  k n o w l e d g e  i s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  e v e r y t h i n g .

• T h e  f i t n e s s  c o a c h  w a s n ’ t  t a k i n g  n e w  c l i e n t s  h e r  c u r r e n t  c a l e n d a r  w a s  f u l l .

Correct  each run-on sentence be low by adding a co lon between 
the two independent and re lated c lauses.

• T h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r  l e a r n e d  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  l e s s o n  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  s t r u g g l i n g  
i f  y o u  w o r k  h a r d  n o w ,  y o u  c a n  p l a y  h a r d  l a t e r .

Day 83
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Run-on sentences are made up of 
two or more independent clauses 

that don’t have correct conjunctions or 
punctuation between them. 

Run-on sentences can be corrected by 
adding a colon if the second clause is 

an example or explanation.

M y  ph ys i c i a n  rec o mmen ded  I  s l eep  f o r  a t  l ea s t  e i gh t  
h o u r s  t h e  s l eep  wo u ld  impro ve  m y  o vera l l  h ea l t h .

M y  p h ys i c i a n  r e c o mmended  I  s l e ep  f o r  a t  l e a s t  e i gh t  

h o u r s :  S l e ep  w i l l  i m p rove  m y  o v era l l  h ea l t h .

I can correctly 
write complete sentences. 

Day 83
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Run-on sentences are made up of 
two or more independent clauses 

that don’t have correct conjunctions or 
punctuation between them. 

Run-on sentences can be corrected by 
adding a semicolon with a 

conjunctive adverb.

The cloudy weather scared many people away from the beach 
we were able to get a spot close to the water.

The cloudy weather scared many people away from the beach; 
therefore, we were able to get a spot close to the water.

I can correctly 
write complete sentences. 

Day 84
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Daily Practice

• Th e  co n c er t  w i l l  e n d  a f te r  m idn i gh t  we ’ l l  l ea ve  ea r l y  t o  a vo i d  t r a f f i c .  

• Th e  co n t r a c t o r  l a i d  t h e  n ew  t i l e  t h i s  a f t e rn o o n  h e  wa s  a b l e  t o  h a n g  
th e  n ew  c h a n de l i e r .  

Correc t  each run-on  sentence be low by add ing  a  semico lon  
and  a  conjunc t ive  adverb .

• Th e  n u r ses  wer e  g i v en  n ew  s te th o sco pes  th ey  h a d  t o  pu rch a se  
th e i r  o wn  sc r u bs .

Day 84
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Daily Practice

• I  d r o pped  my  n ew  ph o n e  th i s  m o rn i n g  t h e  po wer  bu t t o n  wo n ’ t  wo r k .

• E mery  c h o se  t o  re - c r ea te  a  s cen e  f r o m  th e  n o ve l  h e r  pa r t n e r  
a rgu ed  a ga i n s t  do i n g  t h a t .

Rewr i te  each run-on  sen tence be low by add ing  a  semico lon  
be tween the  two  i ndependent  c lauses .

• A h med  a sked  f o r  a  ch eeseburger  B ever l y  req u es ted  p i z za .

Day 85
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Run-on sentences are made up of 
two or more independent clauses 

that don’t have correct conjunctions or 
punctuation between them. 

Run-on sentences can be corrected by 
adding a semicolon if the clauses are 

directly related.

Char l ie  fe l l  o ff  h i s  b ike  he d idn ’ t  ge t  hur t  a t  a l l .

Char l ie  fe l l  o f f  h i s  b ike;  he  d idn ’ t  ge t  hur t  
a t  a l l .

I can correctly 
write complete sentences. 

Day 85
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Wr i te  “R”  bes ide the  run-on  sen tences  be low.  Add the  
proper  punc tua t ion  to  those sentences .

• Th i s  year ’ s  f ru i t  c rop  i s  impress ive  we  have  more  oranges  
than  ever !

• The  house  w i l l  no t  be  bu i l t  i n  t ime :  the  p lumber  has  been  
too  s i ck  t o  work .  

• Eng land  i s  cons idered  the  b i r thp lace  of  coa l  a l so ,  they  
c l osed  the i r  l as t  coa l  p lan t  th i s  year .

Run-on Sentences

• C l ima te  change  and  g l oba l  warm ing  have  d i f feren t  mean ings ,  
bu t  they  are  c l ose ly  re la ted .

• There ’ s  a  g row ing  movemen t  for  hea l th ie r  l unches  i n  
schoo l s  some s tuden t s  even  grow the i r  own  vege tab les .

Day 86
Assessment
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Dangling modifiers and misplaced modifiers are common 
mistakes in sentence, paragraph, and essay writing.

Dangling modifiers don’t have a clear 
subject or noun to modify.

Misplaced modifiers are placed in a sentence incorrectly 
and appear to modify the wrong thing.

Dangling ModifiersDay 87
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Daily Practice

Circ le  the  dang l i ng  mod i f ier  and  correc t ly  rewr i te  the  
sen tence .

• Ha v i n g  l e f t  t h e  we t  t o we l  c ru m p led  o n  th e  f l o o r ,  t h e  r o o m  sm e l l ed  l i k e  
mo ld .

• Fa i l i ng  to  get  a  good n igh t ’ s  s leep,  my exam resu l t s  weren ’ t  very good .

• D r i v i n g  t h ro ugh  th e  mo un ta i n s ,  t h e  fa l l  l ea ves  were  m a gn i f i cen t .

Day 87
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I can use clarity when writing.

A dangling modifier 
is a word or phrase that fails to identify 
the subject of what is being modified.

These words or phrases are intended to 
describe another part of a sentence but 

make the sentence confusing.

A f t e r  t h e  c h a p te r  w a s  f i n i shed ,  t h e  do gs  f i n a l l y  h a d  d i n n e r .
T h e  d o g s  d i d n ’ t  r e a d  a  c h a p t e r  a n d  t h e n  f e e d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s n ’ t  
a n o t h e r  s u b j e c t  h e r e .

I  f ed  th e  do gs  d i n n e r  a f te r  I  f i n i sh ed  rea d i n g  t h e  
ch a p te r .

Day 87
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A misplaced modifier 
is a word or phrase that is improperly 
separated from the word it modifies.

The placement of these modifiers 
makes sentences confusing 

and illogical.

N a i r o b i  f o u n d  a  s i l ve r  wo m a n ’ s  b ra ce l e t .  

( T h e  b r a c e l e t  d i d n ’ t ’  b e l o n g  t o  a  “ s i l v e r  w o m a n . ” )

N a i r o b i  f o u n d  a  w o man ’ s  s i l v e r  b r a ce l e t .

I can use clarity when writing.Day 88
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Daily Practice

Circ le  the  m isp laced mod i f ier  and  rewr i te  the  sen tence 
correc t ly .

• The p izza was  served to  the gues ts  from the carboard box .

• The puppy chased the ba l l  runn ing  down the s t reet .

Day 88

• I  answered the door  for  the de l ivery dr iver  wear ing  my 
robe.
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Daily Practice

• Hav ing  lef t  the mov ie  for  more popcorn ,  the bes t  ac t ion  
scene was  m issed .

C i rc le  the  dang l i ng  or  m isp laced mod i f ier .

• The research paper needed to  be submi t ted on the computer 
wi th a var iety of  sources .

• Our coach promised us  af ter  the game we’d  get  i ce  cream.

• Ass ist ing the woman with her wheelchair,  the bus pul led away.

• Vio le t  to ld  me on  Wednesday that  she wou ld  ca l l .

Day 89
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A dangling modifier is a word or 
phrase that fails to identify the 

subject of what is being modified.

A misplaced modifier is a word or 
phrase that is improperly separated 

from the word it modifies.

B u y i n g  m y  c o u s i n  a  g i f t ,  t h e  s t o re ’ s  a l a rm  s ta r ted  r i n g i n g .              
( D a n g l i n g  mo d i f i e r )   

     

I can use clarity when writing.

A  n ew  do c t o r  u sed  a  b ro ken  s t e th o sco pe  w h o se  n a m e  
w a s  M i q u e l .  ( M i sp l a c ed  mo d i f i e r )

Day 89



122 Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2026  No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

Top Score Writing – Grade 8Daily Grammar Lessons | Conventions Practice

5th Grade ©Top Score Writing

• After  l i gh t ing  a  cand le ,  the house sme l led  de l ightfu l .

• The t raff ic  jam,  wh i le  dr iv ing  to  work ,  was  infur ia t ing .

• Chase lef t  h i s  phone at  the park  w i th  the number on  i t .

C irc le the dangl ing or misplaced modif ier.  Correct the sentence.

Dangling and Misplaced Modifiers

• The v is i tors  saw the t iger  cub w i th  b inocu lars .

Day 90
Assessment
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 (1) Engaged in a video game, the 

smoke began to billow up the 

stairwell.  (2)  As soon as my nose 

caught a whiff of the smoke, I jumped 

up and raced toward the kitchen. (3) I 

forgot to set the oven timer the pizza  

was clearly burning.

 (4) I had already thrown the box 

in the garbage with the directions on it.  

(5) Because of that, I didn’t know if 

there was a way to salvage the mess I 

was out of luck.  (6) Instead, I made 

the decision to toss the burnt pizza 

and order one from Pizza Hut.  

 (7) “Burn your pizza again?” the 

person asked on the other end of the 

phone.    

 (8) “Yep!  That’s the third time 

this month!  Can you send me the 

usual?”  I replied. (9) Then I ran 

upstairs to change, so I didn’t answer 

the door for the delivery driver in my 

pajamas.  

1. Correct sentence #1.
a. The smoke began to billow up the stairwell 

because I was engaged in a video game.
b. Since I was engaged in a video game, I didn’t 

notice the smoke billowing up the stairwell.
c. Correct as is

2. Correct sentence #3.
a. I forgot to set the oven timer, and the pizza 

was clearly burning.
b. I forgot to set the oven timer and the pizza was 

clearly burning.
c. Correct as is

3. Correct sentence #4.
a. I had already thrown away the box with the 

directions on it.
b. I had already thrown in the garbage that had 

the directions on it.
c. Correct as is

4. Correct sentence #5.
a. Because of that, I didn’t know if there was a 

way to salvage the mess, I was out of luck.
b. Because of that, I didn’t know if there was a 

way to salvage the mess; I was out of luck.
c. Correct as is

5. Correct sentence #9.
a. Then I ran upstairs to change, so I didn’t 

answer the door for the delivery driver who 
was wearing pajamas. 

b. Then I ran upstairs to change, so I didn’t have 
on my pajamas to answer the door when the 
delivery driver arrived.

c. Correct as is

8th Grade
Assessment

 8

Date:  Name:  

Grade 8 © Top Score Writing
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