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A colon is a type of punctuation mark that is 
used to introduce a series of items, introduce 

a quotation, or emphasize information.  

The most important rule is that the words that follow a colon 
MUST be directly connected to the words before the colon.

A colon looks like 
two dots on top of 

each other.  

ColonsDay 71

5th Grade ©Top Score Writing

• J e rem i ah  r e q u es ted  s o n gs  a t  t h e  d a n ce :  “D a n ce  M o n key , ”  “ L i ve  I t  
Up , ”  a n d  “ Le t ’ s  Ge t  L o u d . ”

• I  o n l y  l i k e  t h i s  s e a fo o d :  t u n a ,  sa l m o n ,  a n d  l o b s te r .

Colons can be used to introduce a 
series of items.

Following an independent clause 
that introduces the topic of the list, 
a colon would be added followed 

by the items in the list.

I can correctly use a colon 
in a sentence.

Day 71



103Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2026  No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

Top Score Writing – Grade 7 Daily Grammar Lessons | Conventions Practice

5th Grade ©Top Score Writing

Colons can be used to 
introduce a quotation.  

Following an independent clause that 
introduces the quote, add a colon 

followed by the direct quote.

• N e l s o n  M a n de l a  m a de  t h e  m o s t  p r o f o u nd  s t a tem en t :
“ E du ca t i o n  i s  t h e  mo s t  po w er fu l  wea po n  wh i ch  yo u  
ca n  u se  t o  c h a n ge  th e  wo r l d . ”

• M y  m o m,  w h o  i s  a  n u r se ,  s a ys  t h e  s a me  t h i n g  e v e ry  

d a y :  “D o c t o r s  ma y  sa ve  l i ve s ,  bu t  I  s a ve  th e  
do c t o r s . ”

I can correctly use a colon 
in a sentence.

Day 72
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Daily Practice

• Terry orders  the same topp ings  on  h is  p izza cheese,  ham,  
and o l ives .

• My mom’s  g i f t s  were the bes t  a  new dress ,  new shoes ,  and a  
camera.

Add a  co lon  before the  ser ies  of  i tems .  

• Aa l iyah’s  farm has  severa l  an ima ls  donkeys ,  cows ,  and 

horses .

• I  owe my grat i tude to  my teachers  Mr .  W i l l i s ,  Mrs .  B lack ,  and 
Mrs .  Mar t in .  

Day 71
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Daily Practice

• Mr.  P i t tman s tar ts  every c lass  the same  “S tar t  f resh to  see 
the oppor tun i ty  in  each day. ”

• Jeremy ended h is  presenta t ion  w i th  a  s t rong  quo te  “Words  
may insp i re ,  bu t  ac t ion  creates  change. ”

Add a  co lon  before the  quo ta t ion .  H igh l i gh t  the  i ndependent  
c lause and  under l i ne  the  d i rec t  quo ta t ion .

• B i l ly  Joe l ’ s  c lass ic  lyr ic  i s  my da i ly  mot to   “We never  knew 
we cou ld  want  more than that  ou t  of  l i fe . ”

• Every t ime I  ask  for  someth ing ,  my father  rep l ies  the same 
way  “Show me the money!”

Day 72
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Colons can be used to 
emphasize information.  

A colon can separate two independent 
clauses when the second clause is directly 

related or when the second clause is 
emphasizing the first.

• Good  W i l l  Hun t i ng  i s  no t  j u s t  a  mov ie :  I t  can  t ru ly  
change  your  l i f e .

• Mrs .  Ma t thews  brough t  cook ie s  t o  c l a s s :  She  
wan ted  t o  reward  our  good  behav io r .

I can correctly use a colon 
in a sentence.

Day 73
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Colons introduce lists or 
quotes or emphasize an 
independent clause with 
another directly related 

independent clause.

• M a gg i e  wa n t s  t o  v i s i t  h e r  fa vo r i t e  c i t y :  P a r i s .

• M rs .  A l v a rez  s t o pped  c l a s s  t o  m a ke  a n  a n n o u n cemen t :  
T h e  p r o jec t  i s  du e  t o mo r ro w .

I can correctly use a colon 
in a sentence.

A  c o l o n  w i l l  a l w a y s  h a v e  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  c l a u s e  f i r s t ,  w h e r e  t h e  c o l o n  w i l l  r e p l a c e  
t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  a d d i n g  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .   A f t e r  t h e  c o l o n ,  a  c a p i t a l  
l e t t e r  i s  o n l y  n e e d e d  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  p r o p e r  n o u n  o r  a  s e c o n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  c l a u s e .

Day 74
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Daily Practice

• Montrea l  has  a  popu la t ion  c lose  to  two  m i l l i on   I t  i s  the 
second- larges t  area in  Canada.

• Pengu ins  are  f l i gh t less  b i rds  They can’ t  f ly ,  bu t  they can 
sw im we l l .

Add  a  co lon  be tween the  i ndependent  c lauses .   H igh l i gh t  the  
f i r s t  c lause and  draw a  l i ne  under  the  second c lause .

• The pr inc ipa l  had secret  ta len ts   He cou ld  p lay the drums 
and s ing  rea l ly  we l l .

• Madonna i s  one of  the mos t  i con ic  ar t i s t s  of  the 20 th century 
She i s  ca l led  the Queen of  Pop .

Day 73
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Daily Practice

• Swimming  i s  one of  the bes t  forms of  exerc ise  I t  works  
your  who le  body.

• I ’ve  go t  my eye on  three cars  an  Aud i ,  a  Charger ,  and a  
BMW.

Add a co lon where i t  be longs in  each of the fo l lowing sentences.

• Sy lv ia  t r ied  to  keep me grounded af ter  get t ing  the f i rs t  
i n terv iew “Don’ t  count  your  ch ickens  before they hatch . ”

• Mrs .  Gr i f f in  had the bes t  qua l i t ies  in  a  therap is t   pat ience,  
k indness ,  and unders tand ing .

Day 74
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Add a  co lon  to  each sentence where  needed.

• My dent i s t  says  the same th ing  a t  every v is i t  “You on ly  
have to  brush the teeth you want  to  keep. ”

• A Tes la  i s  more than a  fue l -eff ic ien t  car   I t  pro tec ts  the 
env i ronment  and i s  eas ier  to  care for  than o ther  cars .  

• A l l i son  reques ted that  we a l l  br ing  d i f ferent  d i shes  
appet izers ,  ma in  courses ,  and desser ts .

• Dur ing  the po l l ,  90% of  the peop le  chose the same person  
Rober t .  

• There’s  on ly  one way to  be nominated  comp le te  a l l  tasks  
on  t ime.

ColonsDay 75
Assessment
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Semicolons can be used 
between two independent 
clauses that are closely 

related and share a logical 
connection.

• K y l e  o r dered  d e s se r t  a f t e r  d i n n e r ;  h e  w a sn ’ t  w o r r i ed  
a b o u t  c a l o r i e s .

• I  h a d  t o  r i d e  t h e  b u s  t o  s ch o o l ;  m y  m o m  h a d  a n  e a r l y  
m e e t i n g .

I can correctly use a semicolon 
in a sentence.

Day 76
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Semicolons
A semicolon is a type of punctuation mark 

that is used to join two independent clauses, 
replace commas in a serial list, and with 

conjunctive adverbs.  
A semicolon looks 

like a comma 
under a dot.

Day 76
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Daily Practice

• Terry doesn ’ t  want  to  go  ins ide he i s  afra id  of  the dog .

• The team pract iced a l l  day on  Saturday they s t i l l  l os t  the 
game.

Add a  semico lon  be tween the  two  i ndependent  c lauses .  

• Reagan wants  to  go  to  the museum i t ’ s  f ree for  s tudents  
today.

• The band had a horr ib le  sound I  t r ied  to  enjoy the event  
anyway.
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I can correctly use a semicolon 
in a sentence.

Semicolons can be used 
between two independent 
clauses instead of using a 
coordinating conjunction 

(for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).

• Cec i l i a  asked  fo r  a  new  paper ,  bu t  there  weren ’ t  
any  ex t ra  cop ies .

• Cec i l i a  asked  fo r  a  new  paper ;  there  weren ’ t  any  
ex t ra  cop ies .
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I can correctly use a semicolon 
in a sentence.

Semicolons can be used in 
a serial list where the items 

already have commas. 
The semicolon

separates the items.

• T h e  a u thor  v i s i t ed  T o k y o ,  J a pan ;  P a r i s ,  F ra n ce;  a n d  
L o n don ,  E n g l an d .

• T h e  h i ghes t  e n ro l lmen t  i n  F l o r i da  c o l l e ges  a r e  U C F ,  

O r l a n do ;  F I U ,  M i a m i ;  a n d  U F ,  G a i n esv i l l e .
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• Jesse l i kes  a l l  mus ic  genres ,  bu t  he prefers  jazz .

• The desk  was  jus t  the r ight  s ize ,  and i t  f i t  i n  my room 
perfec t ly .

Rewr i te  the  sen tences  w i thou t  a  coord ina t i ng  conjunc t ion .  

• The l i ne  a t  S tarbucks  was  rea l ly  long ,  so  I  was  la te  to  schoo l .

• The pen’s  cap was  m iss ing ,  bu t  the ink  d idn ’ t  dry up .
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• Our d inner  cho ices  are s teak ,  po ta toes ,  and brocco l i ,  
ch icken,  r ice ,  and green beans ,  or  p izza and breads t icks .

• My father  in t roduced me to  John,  a  lawyer ,  Toby,  an  
accountant ,  and Magda lena,  a  CEO.

Rewr i te  the  sen tences  w i th  semico lons .

• The  honors  c lasses  are  taugh t  by  Mr .  Samue l ,  ELA ,  Mrs .  Rogers ,  
ma th ,  Mrs .  Drake ,  sc ience ,  and  Mr .  Ba lad i ,  soc ia l  s tud ies .  
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• I ’m  no t  f ond  o f  tha t  per fume on  me ;  however ,  the  
scen t  sme l l s  wonder fu l  on  my  s i s te r .

• My teacher  never  warns  the  c l a s s  abou t  qu i zzes ;  
therefore ,  I  rev iew  my  no tes  each  n i gh t .

I can correctly use a semicolon 
in a sentence.

Semicolons can be used between 
two independent clauses when using 

a conjunctive adverb.  
Common conjunctive adverbs include:

moreover, however, therefore, 
likewise, nevertheless, indeed.
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Add a  semico lon  to  each sen tence where  needed.

• You m ight  be s t rong  enough to  l i f t  the  box however ,  you  
cou ld  s t i l l  hur t  yourse l f .

• The computer  was  a  touchscreen I  s t i l l  used the mouse .

• The award w inners  are Lewis ,  Caro l ,  Sm i th ,  Joseph,  
B lackman,  Ame l ia ,  and Haynes ,  Dan ie l .

• Bryce prefers  to  s tudy at  the l ibrary i t  was  c losed for  
remode l ing .

• We were runn ing  la te  therefore ,  we sk ipped d inner  before 
leav ing .

SemicolonsDay 80
Assessment

5th Grade ©Top Score Writing

Daily Practice

• A lexa wanted to  go  for  a  wa lk  a l so ,  she needed to  p ick  up 
m i l k  a t  Pub l ix .

• A l l i ga tors  are  found in  many waterways in  F lor ida l i kew ise ,  
they can be dangerous  to  sma l l  pe ts  that  ge t  c lose  to  the 
water .

Add a  semico lon  to  the  sentences  be low.  

• Energy dr inks  are  known to  be bad for  your  hea l th  
moreover ,  they don’ t  tas te  good .

• Ra in  was  forecas ted dur ing  the game never the less ,  the 
schoo l  chose no t  to  cance l  i t .
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 (1) Each year, more and 

more children are affected by a 

growing epidemic:  obesity.         (2) 

Some feel that the answer is to 

participate in sports, however, 

this may not be the best solution.  

(3) Youth sports has its own set of 

issues.  

 (4) There is a phrase many 

coaches like to use to motivate 

players,  “No pain, no gain.”           

(5) This is clearly not accurate. 

 (6) One of the biggest 

problems with youth sports is the 

risk of serious injuries, these 

include concussions, broken 

bones, and torn ligaments.  (7) A 

better answer to the rise in 

obesity is much simpler.  A well-

balanced diet.

1. Correct sentence #1.
a. Each year, more and more children are 

affected by a growing epidemic, obesity.
b. Each year, more and more children are 

affected by a growing epidemic. Obesity.
c. Correct as is

2. Correct sentence #2.
a. Some feel that the answer is to participate in 

sports however, this may not be the best 
solution. 

b. Some feel that the answer is to participate in 
sports; however, this may not be the best 
solution.

c.  Correct as is

3. Correct sentence #4.
a. There is a phrase many coaches like to use to 

motivate players: “No pain, no gain.”
b. There is a phrase many coaches like to use to 

motivate players.  “No pain; no gain.” 
c. Correct as is

4. Correct sentence #6.
a. One of the biggest problems with youth sports 

is the risk of serious injuries: these include 
concussions, broken bones, and torn 
ligaments.

b. One of the biggest problems with youth sports 
is the risk of serious injuries; these include 
concussions, broken bones, and torn 
ligaments. 

c. Correct as is

5. Correct sentence #7.  
a. A better answer to the rise in obesity is much 

simpler, a well-balanced diet. 
b. A better answer to the rise in obesity is much 

simpler:  a well-balanced diet. 
c. Correct as is
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