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Review Sentence Structure

All complete sentences are clauses; they have a 
subject and a predicate.  Understanding the 
different clauses will help determine the sentence 
structure.

Independent clause – forms a complete thought and can stand alone.

Dependent clause – can not stand alone and depends on an 
independent clause to make a complete sentence.

Day 56

5th Grade ©Top Score Writing

An independent clause is a clause with a 
subject and predicate.  It can stand alone as 
a complete thought to form a sentence. It is 

also called a simple sentence.
Independent clauses will have a subject 

(who? what?) and a predicate (did what?)  

• The meatba l l  fe l l  on  the f loor .  ( S u b j e c t :  “ T h e  m e a t b a l l ”   V e r b :  “ f e l l ” )

• She made d inner .  ( S u b j e c t :  “ S h e ”   V e r b :  “ m a d e ” )

• I  passed my exam.  ( S u b j e c t :  “ I ”   V e r b :  “ p a s s e d ” )

I can correctly form 
and use clauses.

Day 56
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• The swan swam gracefu l ly  across  the pond .

• S ince the res taurant  was  c losed .

C i r c l e  t h e  s u b jec t  a n d  u n d er l i n e  t h e  p r e d i ca te .   P u t  a     i f  i t  i s  a n  
i n d epen den t  c l a us e / s i mp l e  s e n ten ce .  F i l l  i n  t h e  s u b jec t  a n d  v e rb .

• The t ime passed by s low ly .

• Smel l i ng  the ro t ten  banana.

Subjec t :                       Verb:

Subjec t :                       Verb:

Subjec t :                       Verb:

Subjec t :                       Verb:

Daily PracticeDay 56
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Independent clauses will have a subject (who? 
what?) and a predicate (did what?)

You can use a comma + conjunction (FANBOYS) 
to put two independent clauses together to form 

a compound sentence.

Day 57

• The meatba l l  fe l l  on  the f loor ,  and my dog a te  i t .

• She made d inner ,  bu t  I  wasn ’ t  hungry .  

• I  passed my exam,  so  I  cou ld  go  to  the par ty .

I can correctly form 
and use clauses.
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• My mom drove me to  the ma l l ,  bu t  I  forgo t  my wa l le t .

• I  fe l t  qu i te  ch i l ly ,  yet  the thermometer  sa id  i t  was  warm.

C i r c l e  t h e  s u b jec t s  a n d  u n der l i n e  t h e  p r e d i ca te s .   H i gh l i gh t  t h e  
c o n ju nc t i o n  ( F A N B OYS ) .   

• The c lock  was  broken,  so  my grandfather  f ixed i t .

• Did  you turn  off  the lamp,  or  d id  the l i gh tbu lb  burn  ou t?

Day 57 Daily Practice
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Day 58

Compound sentences are formed by 
combining two independent clauses. 

Add a comma + conjunction after the 
first independent clause.

Conjunctions:  
For, and, nor, but, or, yet, so

• T h e  r i p e  a p p l e  w a s  t o o  j u i cy ,  s o  i t  d r i b b l ed  d o w n  M i k e ’ s  c h i n .

• S u e  r o de  h e r  b i k e ,  b u t  s h e  d i d n ’ t  h a ve  a  h e l me t  o n .  

• I  s e t  m y  a l a rm ,  ye t  I  f o r go t  t o  t u r n  u p  t h e  v o l u me .

I can correctly form 
and use clauses.
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• Yo landa took  a  long  nap yet  she s t i l l  fe l t  t i red .

• Dav is  ordered p izza and Edward ordered a cheeseburger .

A d d  a  c o mma t o  c o r rec t l y  f o r m  a  c o mpo u n d  s e n ten ce  w i t h  t w o  
i n d epen den t  c l a us es .

• My bro ther  s tar ted cry ing  so  my mom gave h im a lo l l ipop .

• The m icrowave ch imed but  the food wasn ’ t  warm enough.

Day 58 Daily Practice
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A dependent clause 
is an incomplete thought.  It depends on an 

independent clause to form a sentence.  
Dependent clauses begin with a 

subordinating conjunction.
I.S.A.W.A.W.A.B.U.B.

i f   s i n c e   a s   w h e n   a l t h o u g h   w h i l e   
a f t e r   b e f o r e   u n t i l   b e c a u s e

Us i n g  a  subo rd i n a t i n g  co n j un c t i o n  w i t h  a  depen den t  c l a u se  
f o rms  a  c o mp lex  s e n tence .

I can correctly form 
and use clauses.

• A l t h ou gh  i t  w a s  r a i n i n g ,  w e  d e c i ded  t o  g o  t o  t h e  p a rk .  

• B e ca use  I  w a s  r u n n i n g  l a t e ,  I  c o u l dn ’ t  s t o p  f o r  c o f f ee .  

• A s  t h e  s u n  s e t ,  t h e  s k y  l o o k ed  a ma z i n g .  

Day 59
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• Whi le  we were wa i t i ng ,  the e levator  s topped work ing .

• Jana had to  go  to  the doc tor  because she had an a l lerg ic  
react ion .

C i rc le  the  subord ina t ing  con junc t ions  ( I .  S .A .W.  A .  W .A .B .U .B ) .

• Unt i l  the  l i gh ts  come on ,  we mus t  s tay in  our  seats .

• The l i gh t  turned green as  my car  ran ou t  of  gas .

Daily PracticeDay 59

5th Grade ©Top Score Writing

A complex sentence is formed with a 
dependent clause and an 

independent clause. 
Add a comma after the dependent 
clause if the dependent clause is 
before the independent clause.

• B e f o re  t h e  s t o rm  h i t ,  m y  f a th er  p u t  s h u t t e r s  o n  o u r  w i n do w s .  
T h e  d e p e n d e n t  c l a u s e  i s  b e f o r e  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  c l a u s e ,  s o  a  c o m m a  i s  a d d e d .

• D a n i e l  c l ea ned  h i s  u n i f o rm  a f t e r  h i s  g a m e .
   T h e  d e p e n d e n t  c l a u s e  i s  a f t e r  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  c l a u s e ,  s o  a  c o m m a  i s  n o t  n e e d e d .

I can correctly form 
and use clauses.

Day 60
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• J i l l ’ s  unc le  scrubbed the f loors  wh i le  her  aunt  washed the 

w indows.

• We cou ldn ’ t  go  to  the concer t  s ince we d idn ’ t  ge t  t i cke ts .

Under l i ne  the  dependent  c lause .  Add a  comma i f  needed.

• A l though i t  was  dayt ime the dark  c louds  covered the l i gh t  
from the sun .

• As soon as  the food was  de l ivered we asked for  to -go  
boxes .

Daily PracticeDay 60
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• When the  l i gh t s  f l i c ker  you  shou ld  g rab  a  f l ash l i gh t .

Labe l  each  sen tence  cor rec t l y :   S imp le ,  Compound ,  o r  Comp lex

• J i l l i an  read  the  ass i gned  nove l  i n  June .   

• He c laps  en thus ias t i ca l l y  af ter  each  name i s  ca l l ed .   

• We can  h i ke  t o  the  summi t ,  o r  we  can  take  a  t ro l l ey .

• I  have  to  f i n i sh  my chores  so  I  w i l l  mee t  you  there .

Cor rec t  each  sen tence  by  add i ng  a  comma i f  necessary .

• The  b i rd  l i ked  to  ea t  berr ies  and  s i ng  l oud ly .

• My mom won ’ t  pay  me un t i l  I  f i n i sh  wash ing  the  car .

Assessment
Independent and Dependent Clauses Day 61
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 (1) Believe it or not, the 
Emerald Isle is not from The 
Wizard of Oz.  (2)  Since Ireland 
has wide expanses of green fields 
it has taken the nickname of the 
Emerald Isle.  (3) Lush, green 
fields aren’t the only positive 
feature of this country.  
 (4) The people of Ireland 
have a deep love for nature and 
rural life.  (5) This devotion is so 
deep that they even use animals 
on their coins!  (6) However, there 
is one animal that is not on the 
island:  a snake. 
  (7) Snakes have never been 
in Ireland, nor is it possible for 
them to naturally arrive there.  (8) 
The frigid temperatures in the 
Atlantic Ocean and distance 
between other land masses 
make it impossible for snakes to 
arrive.  

1. What is the sentence structure for 
sentence #1?

a. Simple
b. Compound
c. Complex

2. Correct sentence #2.

a. Since Ireland has wide expanses of green 
fields.  It has taken the nickname of the 
Emerald Isle.  

b. Since Ireland has a wide expanses of green 
fields, it has taken the nickname of the 
Emerald Isle.  

c. Correct as is

3. Which is the conjunction in sentence #4?

a. and
b. of
c. have

4. Correct sentence #7.

a. Snakes have never been in Ireland nor is it 
possible for them to naturally arrive there.

b. Snakes have never been in Ireland nor, is it 
possible for them to naturally arrive there.

c. Correct as is

5. What is the sentence structure for 
sentence #8?  

a. Simple
b. Compound
c. Complex

6th Grade
Assessment

 7

Date:  Name:  
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