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This Informative and Argumentative Writing Test Prep product includes 53 lessons and
has been created specifically to support South Carolina eighth-grade teachers as they prepare
students for the SC READY Text-Dependent Writing Task.

These lessons are an excerpt from the Top Score Writing Grade 8 curriculum, which
contains 106 daily writing lessons. The full curriculum teaches four genres of writing:
foundational non-text-based expository writing, text-based informative/expository writing,
text-based opinion/argumentative writing, and narrative writing. As the SC READY requires
students to write only two types of essays in 8th grade, informative and argumentative, this
product includes only the lessons students need to master those specific writing genres and
succeed on the state assessment.

Lessons 21-73 are included because they are the Section 2 and 3 lessons of the full
curriculum that explicitly teach informative and argumentative writing from start to finish.
These lessons walk students through brainstorming and organizing their thinking, creating
strong claims, and learning to support them through text evidence. Through explicit
instruction, modeling, and guided practice, students will learn to write effective introductions
and conclusions, develop body paragraphs, and use a variety of elaborative techniques. All
lessons are aligned with the skills required to excel on the Text-Dependent Writing Task in the
SC READY.

Teachers who find this test prep resource helpful and effective may be interested in
exploring Top Score’s full writing curriculum next year. The complete curriculum covers all
South Carolina writing standards and provides a full-year writing plan that builds student skills
across multiple genres while strengthening overall writing proficiency. The QR code below
will take you to our South Carolina state page, where you'll find helpful resources for a full-year
implementation, including standard alignment charts, pacing guides, and progress monitoring
tools designed to monitor and facilitate student growth throughout the year.

Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2025 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.



Top Score Writing Curriculum — Grade 8

Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2025 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.



Top Score Writing Curriculum — Grade 8

Tapsw%"! .u.

Table of Contents

SECTION 2: Informative/Expository Writing (Text-Based)

Assessment Resources

21.  Analyzing Informative/EXpOSItOry PIOMPLS .vv.wvuressssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsnesess
22. Analyzing Informative/Expository Prompts Practice ....

23. Informative/Expository Planning .....

24, PlANNING PTACHICE .oteieerrveeveeeressseossssesssssesssssssssesssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssnns
25. Introduction Paragraph ...

26. Advanced Introduction ... . e srees

27, REIETEIICING SOUTCES  .ovvvvvveeeeeeseessssssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 545555555
28. Referencing Sources Practice ... .

29. Middle Paragraphs - Overview ... e ss e ssssa e

30,  TOPIC SEILEIICE .oorrvereeeetesseseetsessese bbb st st s bbb e bbb e bbbttt
31. Quotes....... .

32. Paraphrasing .. e A AR e et

33, ParaphraSing PrACIICE ... ssseessssseessssssesssssssss s sssesssssssessssssesssssssesssssesssssssssssssesssssssesssssessses
34. Own Thoughts and Ideas ..... )

35.  Own Thoughts and [deas PraCtiCe ..o ssseseenessssssseessssssssessssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssssssnns

36. Wrap-up Sentence.. ceeeeeee AR AR RS e e e Rt

37.  Writing the Middle Paragraphs.... .

38, IMOTE PractiCe = T1, T2, TSttt ss st sttt s st sas s st as s st asssssssssssssasssen
39. “C” Paragraph.. ) ettt et s e e e se e eaeenan

40  “C” Paragraph Practice..

41, TTANSIHION WOTIAS oottt sesses s st s s et ssases st s et ssssseseasesssasessssesessessnasessnas
42. Informative/Expository Test 1......

43. Conferences/Revisions ... )

44, INformative/EXPOSITOTY TEST 2 vvvvveveeesseesesesssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess
45. Conferences/Revisions ......

46. Checklist/Partner Check .....

126
130
136
141
146
153
159
163
172
179
185
191
197
203
208
215
223
231
237
242
248
253
257
262
266

Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2025 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.



Top Score Writing Curriculum — Grade 8

SECTION 3: Argumentative Writing (Text-Based)

Assessment Resources

47.  Analyzing Argumentative Prompts ... 280
48.  Analyzing the Prompt PractiCe .....eeeeineeeeesssisseessssssesesssssssasesssssssenns . 285
49. Argumentative Planning ..... . 290
50. Argumentative Planning Practice ... 295
51. “I” Paragraph .. et et rnn . 300
52. Advanced Introduction 306
53. Referencing Sources ..... 311
54. Referencing SOUICES PTACHICE .. eeeeieeeeeesssseeeenesssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns 317
55. Middle Paragraphs - Overview ... 321
56. Writing a Counterclaim - Overview ... 330
57, TOPIC SEITEIICE w.ourrvereeeetessernetsessess sttt sssss s sssss s ssssssssssssss s ssss s e s e bbb e bbbt 334
58. Quotes........ 343
59 Paraphrasing .. 349
B0.  Paraphrasing PrACHICE ....cmresseessssssssesssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 355
61. Own Thoughts and Ideas 363
62. Own Thoughts and Ideas Practice....... 369
63. Wrap-up Sentence.. ettt ettt st s e et st e see st s e s et seaesassenesaseaes . 374
64. Counterclaim Practice 1 379
65. Counterclaim Practice 2........ ) 386
66. Writing the Middle Paragraphs... ) ) ) 391
67. More Practice - R1, R2, R3 399
68. Conclusion Paragraph ... . . 401
69. Argumentative Test 1..... . . . . 408
70. Conferences/Revisions 413
71. Argumentative Test 2..... . . . . 416
72.  Conferences/Revisions ... . . 422
73.  Checklist/Partner Check 425

Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2025 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.



