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Lesson 23

Prompt: Martin Luther King Jr. was an inspirational civil rights leader. Think about what you 
have learned about MLK Jr. Use information from the passages to explain what you have learned 
about Martin Luther King Jr.

Advanced Prompt: Your history teacher has assigned your class research projects about 
influential American leaders. After learning about Martin Luther King Jr. ‘s life, his legacy, and 
his “I Have a Dream” speech write an informational essay about the importance of his life. Your 
essay must be based on ideas and information that can be found in the passage set. 

Prompt: Inform your reader about space.

Advanced Prompt: Soon, for an astronomical price, the Space X company will begin taking 
tourists into outer space. They have asked you to write an informational article for their website 
that explains what life in outer space will be like. Your article must be based on ideas, examples, 
and information that can be found in the passage set. 

WRITING: LESSON 23
Informative Planning

Today the students will practice planning for informative prompts in response to texts they read. 

The following passages and prompts 
will be used in this lesson:

Excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech 
Celebrating His Legacy 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The following passages and prompts 
will be used in this lesson:

Life in Space
Meteor Shower

**Teachers: Students will begin working on their “Space” essay today. They will be 
completing parts of this essay throughout the next several lessons. It is important that they 
have a safe place to keep all their work so they may refer to it in future lessons. 
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Lesson 23

Model: 
For informative writing, we will use an ITC outline to plan for our essay. Instead of reasons (R’s), 
we will list three topics (T’s). For informative writing, you will be coming up with three topics to 
inform your reader about (instead of reasons).

Explain to the students that for the writing test, they will be given 2-4 passages to read that all 
have a similar topic/theme. After reading the text, they will be given a prompt that directs them 
to write something about what they just read. That is when they will need to plan their essay 
and then write a five-paragraph essay just like they learned in the previous section.

You will be modeling how to plan with the “Martin Luther King Jr.” passage set. Read all three 
passages aloud to the class (or you can read one aloud and have students independently read 
the others). 

1. Choose the prompt for this text set that you think is most appropriate for your class and 
write it on the board. 

 *Please note: all examples included in this lesson are based on the first prompt. 
 
2. Using the ITC outline, model planning for this prompt. 

 **When planning for this, remind students that we are not coming up with three reasons 
about why they like Martin Luther King Jr. They are simply informing/explaining to the 
reader three things about Martin Luther King Jr. They can pick any three things they want 
from the passages, but they have to make sure they are BIG (broad) things that they can 
write a lot about. 

 *Every word on the planning outline must be from the passage.

 Example Planning:
 
   I Martin Luther King Jr.   

 T1 Life a. Early Life b. Assassination 
 T2 Civil Rights a. I Have a Dream Speech b. Making a di!erence 
 T3 Legacy a. National Holiday b. Memorial 

 C Martin Luther King Jr. 

Think Aloud:
As you plan discuss these topics with students:

• My three topics are big topics that I can write a lot about. These are all main topics that 
are discussed in the passages and I can support them with evidence from ALL THREE 
passages. Make sure you use information from all of the passages in your essay!

• My As and Bs are details/examples to further discuss my three topics. 
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T1: Life

A

B
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Early Life 

28 Martin Luther King Jr. was born as 
Michael King Jr. on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Martin Luther King Jr. was the middle 
child of Michael King Sr. and Alberta Williams 
King. Martin Luther King Jr.’s father, Michael 
King Sr., was also a successful 
minister. He changed his name 
to Martin Luther King Sr. in 
honor of a German religious 
leader named Martin Luther. 
Later on, Michael Jr. followed 
his father’s lead and changed 
his name to Martin Luther King 
Jr. Martin had one older sister 
and one younger brother. The 
King children grew up in a 
secure and loving environment 
but did experience racism in 
Atlanta. 

29 King attended 
Morehouse College. He 
earned a sociology degree 
in 1948. Next, he attended Crozer Theological 
Seminary School in Chester, Pennsylvania. He 
was valedictorian of his class in 1951 and elected 
student body president. King then got his 
doctorate degree from Boston University, where 
he met Coretta Scott. She was studying at the 
New England Conservatory School in Boston. 
They were married in June 1953 and had four 
children: Yolanda, Martin Luther King III, Dexter 
Scott, and Bernice. 

Civil Rights Movement 

30 On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks 
boarded the bus to go home from work when the 

bus driver demanded that Parks and several other 
African Americans give up their seats. Three other 
African American passengers reluctantly gave 
up their places, but Parks refused. Rosa Parks 
was arrested. On the night that Rosa Parks was 
arrested, civil rights leaders met to plan a citywide 
bus boycott. NAACP leader, E.D. Nixon, elected 

Martin Luther King Jr. to lead 
the boycott. The bus boycott 
lasted 382 days. Both King’s 
and E.D. Nixon’s homes were 
attacked. Finally, the courts 
ruled that bus transportation 
could no longer be segregated. 

31   In January 1957, 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
and 60 ministers and civil 
rights activists founded the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference to organize 
nonviolent protests for civil 
rights. King met with religious 
and civil rights leaders and 
lectured all over the country 

on race-related issues. Martin Luther King Jr. also 
encouraged college students to continue to use 
nonviolent methods during their protests. King 
and 36 students were arrested for peacefully 
staging a sit-in at a lunch counter that refused 
to serve them. By August of 1960, the sit-ins had 
been successful in ending segregation at lunch 
counters in 27 southern cities. 

32 On August 28, 1963, the historic March 
on Washington drew more than 200,000 people 
in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial. It was 
here that King made his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech, emphasizing his belief that 
someday all men could be brothers. This resulted 
in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

“The ultimate measure 
of a man is not 
where he stands 

in moments of comfort 
and convenience, 

but where he stands 
at times of 

challenge and 
controversy.”

1120L

Martin Luther King Jr.
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1120L

“Martin Luther King Jr.” written for educational purposes.

authorizing the federal government to enforce desegregation of public accommodations and outlawing 
discrimination in publicly owned facilities. This also led to Martin Luther King, Jr. receiving the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 1964. 

Assassination 

33 On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee. A 
VLQJOH�VKRW�ÀUHG�E\�-DPHV�(DUO�5D\�IURP�RYHU�����IHHW�DZD\�DW�D�QHDUE\�PRWHO�VWUXFN�.LQJ�LQ�WKH�QHFN��
-DPHV�(DUO�5D\�DVVDVVLQDWHG�.LQJ�E\�ÀULQJ�D�ULÁH�IURP�D�EDWKURRP�ZLQGRZ�WKDW�ORRNHG�RXW�RQWR�WKH�KRWHO�
balcony where King was standing. He died one hour after being shot. 

34 James Earl Ray was placed on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitives List. He used a fake name 
DQG�HVFDSHG�WR�&DQDGD��VWD\HG�IRU�D�PRQWK��WKHQ�ÁHZ�WR�(QJODQG��5D\�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�FDXJKW�RQ�-XQH���DW�
Heathrow Airport in London, England. Ray pleaded guilty in March 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in 
prison. He died on April 23, 1998.
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• Introduce the strategy of boxing information. 

• As you are planning, when you choose each topic, you need to put a box around the 
information in the passage where it talks about that topic and label it T1, T2, or T3. 

• When you choose an “A” and “B” subtopic you should also go back to the passage set and 
label where the information about the “A” and “B” subtopics are.

Think Aloud: 
As you box information say to students: 

 • In the example above, I chose “life” to be my topic for T1. Then, I put a box around all of 
the information about “his life” and labeled it.

 • Then I chose my two details about his life and labeled them as “A” and “B.” 

3. Model the entire planning process for students. As you read and come across each topic, 
explain that you are picking this topic because there is a lot of information about it. You 
want students to pick topics that have a lot of information so they have evidence to use in 
their essays.

Guided Practice: 
You will be guiding students as they plan for the “Space” passage set. 

4. Choose the prompt for this text set that you think is most appropriate for your class. Write 
that prompt on the board. 

 *Have your students circle the prompt you chose for them on their “Guided Practice” 
worksheet.

 *Please note the students will be continuing with this prompt and plan in future lessons. 
Have an organization system in place for them to keep all of their work; they will refer to it 
in future lessons. 

5. Read both passages.

6. Using the ITC outline, guide students to plan for this prompt (5-10 minutes). Remind them 
to find three BIG topics that they can write about. Make sure the students box and label 
each of their topics. 

7. After they have planned, share planning ideas and compile a list of examples and non-
examples on the board. Discuss what some good topics are (as well as ones that will not 
work) and make sure their As and Bs make sense. Non-examples are essential to teaching! 
They must see what wrong looks like and understand why it will not work. 

8.  Review today’s objective – planning for an informative/explanatory prompt. Explain that we 
are still using the ITC outline, but we are just choosing three topics based on the text we are 
provided. 
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Model Name: ______________________________

Directions: Plan for the following prompt.

Prompt: Martin Luther King Jr. was an inspirational civil rights leader. Think about what 
you have learned about MLK Jr. Use information from the passages to explain what 

you have learned about Martin Luther King Jr.

I ________________________________________________

T1  ____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T2 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T3 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

C _______________________________________________
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Guided Practice Name: ______________________________

Directions: Circle the prompt your class has chosen to write about. Then, read the “Space” 
passage set and plan for the appropriate prompt. 

Prompt: Inform your reader about space.

Advanced Prompt: Soon, for an astronomical price, the Space X company will begin taking 
tourists into outer space. They have asked you to write an informational article for their website 

that explains what life in outer space will be like. Your article must be based on ideas, 
examples, and information that can be found in the passage set. 

I ________________________________________________

T1  ____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T2 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T3 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

C _______________________________________________
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1  Five score years ago, a great American, in 
whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree 
came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of 
1HJUR�VODYHV�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�VHDUHG�LQ�WKH�ÁDPHV�RI�
withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end 
the long night of their captivity.  

2  And there is something that I must say to my 
people, who stand on the warm threshold which leads 
into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining 
our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful 
deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom 
by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We 
must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of 
dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative 
protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and 
again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting 
physical force with soul force. 

3  We cannot walk alone. 

4 And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. 

5 We cannot turn back. 

6 Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends. 

7 $QG�VR�HYHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�IDFH�WKH�GLIÀFXOWLHV�RI�WRGD\�DQG�WRPRUURZ��,�VWLOO�KDYH�D�GUHDP��,W�LV�D�
dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

8  I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.” 

9  I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

10  I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of 
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

11  I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. 

Excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech

1120L
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1120L

“Excerpt from the ‘I Have a Dream’ Speech” written for educational purposes.

12  I have a dream today! 

13  I have a dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his 
OLSV�GULSSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�LQWHUSRVLWLRQ�DQG�QXOOLÀFDWLRQ��RQH�GD\�ULJKW�WKHUH�LQ�$ODEDPD�OLWWOH�EODFN�
boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 

14  I have a dream today! 

15 I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made 
low. The rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight. And the glory of 
WKH�/RUG�VKDOO�EH�UHYHDOHG��DQG�DOO�ÁHVK�VKDOO�VHH�LW�WRJHWKHU��

16  This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. 

17  With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With 
this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 
brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to 
go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. 

18  This will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning: 

19  My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the 
Pilgrim’s pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring! 

20  And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 

21  And when this happens, and when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every 
village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all 
of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to 
join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, 

22  “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”
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National Holiday  

23 Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a national holiday marking the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. It 
is observed on the third Monday of January each year, which is around King’s birthday, January 15. Only 
WZR�RWKHU�ÀJXUHV�KDYH�QDWLRQDO�KROLGD\V�LQ�WKH�8�6��KRQRULQJ�WKHP��*HRUJH�:DVKLQJWRQ�DQG�&KULVWRSKHU�
Columbus.

24  Honoring Martin Luther King Jr. with a national holiday was not easy. It took 15 years to create 
the holiday. The campaign for a federal holiday in King’s honor began soon after his assassination in 
������3UHVLGHQW�5RQDOG�5HDJDQ�GLG�QRW�VLJQ�WKH�KROLGD\�LQWR�ODZ�XQWLO�������DQG�LW�ZDV�ÀUVW�REVHUYHG�
WKUHH�\HDUV�ODWHU�LQ�������$W�ÀUVW��VRPH�VWDWHV�UHVLVWHG�REVHUYLQJ�WKH�KROLGD\��7KH\�JDYH�LW�DOWHUQDWLYH�
names or combined it with other holidays. It was not until 2000 that Martin Luther King Jr. Day was 
RIÀFLDOO\�REVHUYHG�LQ�DOO����VWDWHV�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH��

National Memorial 

25 The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial is located in Washington, D.C. The memorial covers four 
acres and includes a granite statue of Martin Luther King Jr. carved by sculptor Lei Yixin. The memorial 
RSHQHG�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�RQ�$XJXVW�����������7KH�RIÀFLDO�DGGUHVV�RI�WKH�PRQXPHQW�������,QGHSHQGHQFH�
Avenue SW, commemorates the year the Civil Rights Act of 1964 became law. 

26  The centerpiece for the memorial is based on a quote from King’s “I Have A Dream” speech: “Out 
of a mountain of despair, a stone of hope.” A 30-foot high statue of King is named the Stone of Hope. It 
stands past two other pieces of granite that symbolize the “Mountain of Despair.” When visitors come to 
the memorial, they pass through the Mountain of Despair on the way to the Stone of Hope, symbolically 
moving through the struggle as Dr. King did during his life. In addition to the statue, a 450-foot long 
inscription wall includes 14 memorable quotes from King’s sermons and speeches. 

27  The statue of Martin Luther King Jr. was positioned so that he is looking over the water toward 
the horizon. The cherry trees around the memorial bloom every year during the anniversary of King’s 
GHDWK��$OWKRXJK�WKLV�LV�QRW�WKH�ÀUVW�PHPRULDO�WR�DQ�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���.LQJ�LV�WKH�
ÀUVW�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�KRQRUHG�ZLWK�D�PHPRULDO�RQ�RU�QHDU�WKH�1DWLRQDO�0DOO��DQG�RQO\�WKH�IRXUWK�QRQ�
President to have a memorial.

Celebrating His Legacy

“Celebrating His Legacy” written for educational purposes.
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Early Life 

28 Martin Luther King Jr. was born as 
Michael King Jr. on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Martin Luther King Jr. was the middle 
child of Michael King Sr. and Alberta Williams 
King. Martin Luther King Jr.’s father, Michael 
King Sr., was also a successful 
minister. He changed his name 
to Martin Luther King Sr. in 
honor of a German religious 
leader named Martin Luther. 
Later on, Michael Jr. followed 
his father’s lead and changed 
his name to Martin Luther King 
Jr. Martin had one older sister 
and one younger brother. The 
King children grew up in a 
secure and loving environment 
but did experience racism in 
Atlanta. 

29 King attended 
Morehouse College. He 
earned a sociology degree 
in 1948. Next, he attended Crozer Theological 
Seminary School in Chester, Pennsylvania. He 
was valedictorian of his class in 1951 and elected 
student body president. King then got his 
doctorate degree from Boston University, where 
he met Coretta Scott. She was studying at the 
New England Conservatory School in Boston. 
They were married in June 1953 and had four 
children: Yolanda, Martin Luther King III, Dexter 
Scott, and Bernice. 

Civil Rights Movement 

30 On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks 
boarded the bus to go home from work when the 

bus driver demanded that Parks and several other 
African Americans give up their seats. Three other 
African American passengers reluctantly gave 
up their places, but Parks refused. Rosa Parks 
was arrested. On the night that Rosa Parks was 
arrested, civil rights leaders met to plan a citywide 
bus boycott. NAACP leader, E.D. Nixon, elected 

Martin Luther King Jr. to lead 
the boycott. The bus boycott 
lasted 382 days. Both King’s 
and E.D. Nixon’s homes were 
attacked. Finally, the courts 
ruled that bus transportation 
could no longer be segregated. 

31   In January 1957, 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
and 60 ministers and civil 
rights activists founded the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference to organize 
nonviolent protests for civil 
rights. King met with religious 
and civil rights leaders and 
lectured all over the country 

on race-related issues. Martin Luther King Jr. also 
encouraged college students to continue to use 
nonviolent methods during their protests. King 
and 36 students were arrested for peacefully 
staging a sit-in at a lunch counter that refused 
to serve them. By August of 1960, the sit-ins had 
been successful in ending segregation at lunch 
counters in 27 southern cities. 

32 On August 28, 1963, the historic March 
on Washington drew more than 200,000 people 
in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial. It was 
here that King made his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech, emphasizing his belief that 
someday all men could be brothers. This resulted 
in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

“The ultimate measure 
of a man is not 
where he stands 

in moments of comfort 
and convenience, 

but where he stands 
at times of 

challenge and 
controversy.”

1120L

Martin Luther King Jr.
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“Martin Luther King Jr.” written for educational purposes.

authorizing the federal government to enforce desegregation of public accommodations and outlawing 
discrimination in publicly owned facilities. This also led to Martin Luther King, Jr. receiving the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 1964. 

Assassination 

33 On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee. A 
VLQJOH�VKRW�ÀUHG�E\�-DPHV�(DUO�5D\�IURP�RYHU�����IHHW�DZD\�DW�D�QHDUE\�PRWHO�VWUXFN�.LQJ�LQ�WKH�QHFN��
-DPHV�(DUO�5D\�DVVDVVLQDWHG�.LQJ�E\�ÀULQJ�D�ULÁH�IURP�D�EDWKURRP�ZLQGRZ�WKDW�ORRNHG�RXW�RQWR�WKH�KRWHO�
balcony where King was standing. He died one hour after being shot. 

34 James Earl Ray was placed on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitives List. He used a fake name 
DQG�HVFDSHG�WR�&DQDGD��VWD\HG�IRU�D�PRQWK��WKHQ�ÁHZ�WR�(QJODQG��5D\�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�FDXJKW�RQ�-XQH���DW�
Heathrow Airport in London, England. Ray pleaded guilty in March 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in 
prison. He died on April 23, 1998.
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1 Have you ever wondered what it is like 
to be an astronaut and travel in space? Before 
traveling to space, astronauts have to go through 
a lot of training and preparations. They have to 
make sure they are prepared to adapt to the 
environment and conditions in space. Astronauts 
participate in mock-ups and simulators to 
practice the different parts of their space trip, 
including launch, docking to the space station, 
releasing satellites, spacewalks, and landing. They 
demonstrate the saying, “practice makes perfect,” 
as they practice all possible scenarios so they are 
fully prepared for their space mission. 

2  While on their mission, astronauts work 
and live in close quarters on the spaceship with 
three to seven people on board. Therefore, air 
management on the ship is very important. The life 
system supports on the International Space Station 
have several important functions. They must 
supply oxygen and remove carbon dioxide from 
the cabin’s atmosphere and prevent gases like 
ammonia and acetone from accumulating inside 
the ship. Without life support systems, breathing 
RQ�WKH�VDPH�VKLS�ZRXOG�EH�YHU\�GLIÀFXOW��

3  On a spaceship, water is a luxury. While 
on board the spaceship, astronauts can only 
WDNH�VSRQJH�EDWKV��<RX�PD\�EH�VXUSULVHG�WR�ÀQG�
that the water comes from water distilled from 
places like their crewmates’ breath. Rationing and 
recycling are very important on the International 
Space Station to ensure that there is always 
enough power, clean water, and breathable air. 

4  Astronauts eat three balanced meals a 
GD\�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�LPSRUWDQW�YLWDPLQV�DQG�PLQHUDOV��$OO�
food must be non-perishable so the food does not 

spoil on the spaceship. Their food is packaged in 
PDWHULDOV�WKDW�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�ÁH[LEOH�DQG�HDV\�
to use and also in a way that will take up the least 
amount of space as possible to make storing and 
disposing of the containers easier. There is a trash 
compactor on spaceships, so astronauts can throw 
away their packages when they are done eating. 
All spaceships have an oven, so their food can be 
heated properly. Interestingly, salt and pepper on 
the spaceship are in liquid form, so they do not 
ÁRDW�DZD\�DQG�FORJ�WKH�DLU�YHQWV�RQ�WKH�VKLS��

5  Sleeping is also different in space than on 
Earth. Since there is no gravity in space, astronauts 
must strap themselves to a wall, seat, or bunk 
EHG�ZKHQ�LW�LV�WLPH�IRU�EHG��VR�WKH\�GR�QRW�ÁRDW�
around at night and hurt themselves. Typically, 
crew members sleep in sleeping bags. Astronauts 
are typically scheduled to get eight hours of sleep 
each night. However, this can be challenging due 
to the close quarters, motion sickness, or hearing 
other crew members snoring. Every morning 
the Mission Control Center in Texas sends wake 
up music to the crew. They will pick a different 
song each day to send to different astronauts. 
Sometimes families will choose the song to send 
to their family member in space.

6  What do you think about life in space? Do 
you think you would like to experience life as an 
astronaut someday?

1060L

“Life in Space” written for educational purposes.

Source 1: Life in Space
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“Meteor Shower” written for educational purposes.

Source 2: Meteor Shower

7  Have you ever seen a meteor shower? Some peak times to see meteor showers on Earth are 
December, January, April, August, October, and November. Peak viewing times vary depending on the 
\HDU��,I�WKHUH�LV�D�IXOO�PRRQ�DURXQG�WKH�WLPH�RI�D�PHWHRU�VKRZHU��LW�PD\�PDNH�LW�GLIÀFXOW�WR�VHH�WKH�PHWHRUV��
If you want to see an amazing show in the sky, mark your calendars so that you can see the beautiful 
spectacle. You will be amazed! 

8  A meteor is a space rock that enters Earth’s atmosphere. Another name for a space rock is a 
meteoroid. As the space rock falls towards Earth, the resistance of the air makes the rock extremely hot, 
and it creates a shooting star. A meteor shower occurs when Earth encounters several meteors at one 
time. 

9  What causes several meteors to fall at once? The answer is comets. Comets orbit the sun just like 
planets. However, comets usually have a more lopsided orbit. When comets get close to the sun, parts 
RI�WKHLU�LF\�VXUIDFH�ERLO�RII��DQG�GHEULV��VXFK�DV�GXVW�DQG�SDUWLFOHV��Á\�RII�WKH�FRPHWV��6HYHUDO�WLPHV�D�\HDU��
when the Earth crosses the orbit of a comet, a bunch of comet debris collides into Earth. As a result, we 
have meteor showers. 

10  You may be thinking debris from comets colliding with Earth sounds dangerous and scary, 
but there is no need to be alarmed. During a meteor shower, the meteoroids are typically the size of 
dust particles to boulders. The majority of the time, they are small enough to burn up in our Earth’s 
atmosphere, so the chance of them hitting Earth’s surface is extremely rare. So, when you see meteor 
VKRZHUV��VWD\�FDOP�DQG�HQMR\�WKH�PDJQLÀFHQW�GLVSOD\�RI�VKRRWLQJ�VWDUV��

11  Interestingly enough, the tails of shooting stars might be seen anywhere in the nightsky, but their 
tails always seem to point back at the same spot in the sky. This happens because meteors are coming 
towards us at the same angle, and when they get closer towards our planet, it starts to look like they are 
getting farther apart. 

12  Be sure to check out the next meteor shower! As you gaze up into the sky, think about all the 
amazing things happening in our solar system that create the sight. Maybe someday you’ll be intrigued to 
work for NASA and learn more about meteors and how they are created.
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WRITING: LESSON 26
Advanced Introduction

Students will be practicing writing the Introduction paragraph for an informative essay using a 
di!erent structure than they learned yesterday. They will also be learning several skills 

they can use to write an advanced introduction. The introduction paragraph 
is also referred to as the “I” paragraph throughout the curriculum. 

Lesson 26

Prompt: Write an informational essay about Rosa Parks.

Advanced Prompt: Your English class has been reading biographies about prominent people 
in American history. Using information and examples found in the passage set, write an 
explanatory essay about what it means to be a leader. 

Prompt: Since the invention of the Internet, the world has changed. Explain to your reader the 
interesting things you have learned about the Internet. 

Advanced Prompt: Your technology class is hosting an exhibition highlighting technological 
advancements of the past 50 years. Your teacher has assigned you the task of writing an 
informative article detailing the evolution of the Internet since its creation. Your essay must be 
based on the information and examples that can be found in the passage set. 

The following passages and prompts 
will be used in this lesson:

Who was Rosa Parks?
Montgomery Bus Boycott

Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott

The following passages and prompts 
will be used in this lesson:

Invention of the Internet 
Internet Today 

Dangers of the Internet 
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Lesson 26

Model: 
You will be modeling how to write an introduction paragraph for the “Rosa Parks” passage set 
today. Continue with the prompt you previously chose for this class and the plan you modeled 
creating.

*Please note: all examples included in this lesson will be based on the advanced prompt. 
 

Review with students that the introduction paragraph can be set up in many ways. Yesterday 
they learned one way to write an Introduction paragraph and today they will learn another way. 
However, all “I” paragraphs must contain certain key components. All introductions must grab 
the reader’s attention, state the controlling idea and discuss the 3 key topics that the student 
will write about (T1, T2, T3). 

1. Write the prompt you chose for the “Rosa Parks” passage set on the board. Show students 
the plan that you modeled creating for them. 

 Example Plan: 

 I  what makes a leader
 T1 bravery  a. arrested  b. bus boycott
 T2 perseverance   a. relocated  b. Planned Parenthood
 T3 initiative   a. Institute   b. author 
 C what makes a leader

2. Today we will write the introduction paragraph in a di!erent way than we did yesterday. 
Instead of having a closing statement we will break our 3 topics sentence into 2-3 separate 
sentences. Today, let’s set up the “I” paragraph this way: 

 “I” paragraph
 Hook
 3 Topics (broken into 2-3 sentences)

3. Tell students today they will also be learning several ways they can make their 
introductions more advanced. These are options, students do not need to do all of these in 
every introduction. 

 Advanced Introductions:
 • Are longer! (4-6 sentences)
 • Include lots of details and descriptions.
 • Use an advanced hook
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4. Remind students all essays must start with a good hook that grabs the reader’s attention.
 
 Examples of hooks we learned yesterday:
 1. Question 
 2. Restate the prompt
 3. Strong statement 
 4. Anecdote
 5. Fact/Definition

 Examples of advanced hooks:
 1. Set the scene
 2. Rhetorical question
 3. Riddle

5. Today we will write an advanced introduction for our Rosa Parks essay. We will start by 
setting the scene – which is an advanced hook. Instead of just writing one sentence we will 
add details and descriptions and expand our hook. Our finished introduction paragraph will 
be five sentences long!

 “I” paragraph
 Hook
 3 Topics (broken into 2-3 sentences)

 Example:

 !!Every significant change that has occurred in history has started with a few special 
people. People that had the courage to stand up and take action when they saw something 
happening that they thought was wrong. We call these people leaders. A leader is a person 
like Rosa Parks who is brave even when they are scared; someone who perseveres when 
most everyone else would give up. A leader shows initiative to do the right thing, to make 
a change. 

Independent Practice: 
Using the “Internet” passage set, students will write introduction paragraphs based on the plan 
they have already completed. 

6. Pass out the “Independent Practice” worksheets. Have students circle the prompt that you 
directed them to write about in the previous planning lesson.

 Di!erentiation option: There are three di!erent “Independent Practice” worksheets 
provided. Depending on the students’ ability levels, you may want to di!erentiate the 
assignment. Beginning writers should only do the first two practice sheets today –  
they can do the advanced introduction practice later in the year. 

 Proficient writers should practice the advanced introductions today.

Lesson 26
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7. Set the timer and circulate as students write “I” paragraphs for this prompt. They will 
write one introduction in the structure they learned yesterday and one introduction in the 
structure they learned today. 

8. When time is up instruct students to use highlighters to self-assess their paragraphs.

 • “Do you have a hook? Is it detailed and descriptive? Highlight it in red.”

 • “Do you have your three topics listed? Are they in 2-3 separate sentences? Highlight them 
in blue.” 

9. Have students share their paragraphs and discuss with them all the di!erent ways of 
writing introductions for the same prompt. 

Example Introduction paragraph: 

 !!The Internet is a phenomenal invention that has greatly changed our way of life. 
Most students today cannot imagine a world where their friends are not at their fingertips 
and movies and games are more than a click away. Many people use the Internet because 
it is a handy resource that provides quick answers, students use it to create innovative 
projects, and it allows for easy communication through email and social media. 

 

Lesson 26
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Independent Practice Name: ______________________________

Directions: Circle the prompt your class has chosen to write about. Then write the introduction 
paragraph for the plan you previously created.

“I” Paragraph Practice

Prompt: Since the invention of the Internet, the world has changed. Explain to your reader the 
interesting things you have learned about the Internet.

Advanced Prompt: Your technology class is hosting an exhibition highlighting technological 
advancements of the past 50 years. Your teacher has assigned you the task of writing an 

informative article detailing the evolution of the Internet since its creation. Your essay must be 
based on the information and examples that can be found in the “Internet” passage set.

 
Write the introduction paragraph using this format:

“I” Paragraph
Hook
3 Topics
Closing Statement

The following passages will be used in this activity:

Invention of the Internet
Internet Today 

Dangers of the Internet

Lesson 26
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Independent Practice Name: ______________________________

Directions: Let’s try it a di!erent way! Now write the introduction again but this time use a 
di!erent structure.

Write the introduction paragraph using this format:

“I” Paragraph
Expanded Hook (details, descriptions)
3 topics (separated into 2-3 sentences)

Lesson 26
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Lesson 26

Independent Practice Name: ______________________________

Directions: Circle the prompt your class has chosen to write about. Then write the introduction 
paragraph for the plan you previously created.

Advanced “I” Paragraph Practice

Prompt: Since the invention of the Internet, the world has changed. Explain to your reader the 
interesting things you have learned about the Internet.

Advanced Prompt: Your technology class is hosting an exhibition highlighting technological 
advancements of the past 50 years. Your teacher has assigned you the task of writing an 

informative article detailing the evolution of the Internet since its creation. Your essay must be 
based on the information and examples that can be found in the “Internet” passage set.

 
Choose an advanced hook and write an advanced introduction paragraph. Remember your 
introduction should be 4-6 sentences long!

The following passages will be used in this activity:

Invention of the Internet
Internet Today 

Dangers of the Internet
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1  Rosa Parks was an African American 
woman who was born on February 4, 1913. Ms. 
Parks was born in Tuskegee, Alabama, to Leona 
and James McCauley. While growing up, she 
had a younger brother by the name of Sylvester. 
Rosa’s parents went their separate ways, and 
Rosa, Sylvester, and Leona moved to a small farm 
area in Pine Level.

2  While living in Pine Level, Rosa attended 
the local elementary school where her mom was a 
teacher. The local school consisted of only African 
American children; there was no mix of races in 
the schools.

3  Leona McCauley was a successful African 
American teacher and wanted her children to 
complete their education to obtain a diploma 
and later a degree. Rosa was able to complete 
elementary school and then attended the 
Montgomery Industrial School for Girls. In the 
11th grade, she attended the Alabama State 
Teachers College for Negroes, but was never able 
to complete school to get her diploma because of 
a family illness with her mother and grandmother.

4  In 1932, Rosa met her soul mate, 
Raymond Parks, in Montgomery and married 
him later that year. Raymond and Rosa lived life 
together with no children. In 1977, Raymond 
Parks passed away. During their marriage, Rosa 
was able to return to school and obtain her high 
school diploma.

5  While living in the city of Montgomery 
as an adult, the city was very segregated. The 
segregation was very similar to the Pine Level 
School in Alabama that Rosa had attended in 
elementary. The White people and Black people 

were not together and did everything separately. 
The places and events they attended were all 
segregated based on race.

6  Rosa would see signs for only one race 
and not the other race. Everything from water 
fountains to riding the bus was segregated. Often 
when Rosa would ride the bus, she would have 
to sit in the back of the bus or even stand if she 
needed to. She experienced racism of people of 
color sitting in the back of the bus while White 
people were able to sit at the front of the bus.

“Who was Rosa Parks?” written for educational purposes.

Source 1: Who was Rosa Parks?
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Source 2: Montgomery Bus Boycott

“Montgomery Bus Boycott” written for educational purposes.

7  2Q�'HFHPEHU����������5RVD�3DUNV�GHFLGHG�WR�ÀJKW�EDFN�DJDLQVW�VHJUHJDWLRQ��0V��3DUNV��DORQJ�ZLWK�
all the other African American people, had to sit in the back of the buses while the White people were able 
to sit in the front. If there were no seats on the bus, a Black person that had already been on the bus had 
to get up and give their seat to the White person entering the bus.

8  5RVD�3DUNV�ÀQDOO\�JRW�WLUHG�RI�EHLQJ�WUHDWHG�OLNH�D�VHFRQG�FODVV�FLWL]HQ��6KH�DQG�RWKHU�$IULFDQ�
Americans were fed up with the segregation. One day after work, Rosa sat on the bus and did not give up 
her seat when a White person entering the bus came on. Rosa was immediately arrested and taken to jail. 
5RVD�ZDV�LQVWUXFWHG�WR�SD\�D�SHQDOW\�ÀQH�RI�����IRU�QRW�REH\LQJ�WKH�ODZ��2I�FRXUVH��0V��3DUNV�GLG�QRW�SD\�
WKH�ÀQH�EHFDXVH�RI�KHU�EHOLHIV�RI�WKH�VHJUHJDWLRQ�ODZ�QRW�EHLQJ�IDLU�WR�DOO�

9  The arrest of Rosa led to an uproar from the African American community. The African American 
leaders got together to discuss what happened and decided to do a boycott. NAACP formed plans to 
RUJDQL]H�WKH�ER\FRWW�RI�WKH�FLW\�EXVHV��7KH�1$$&3�HYHQ�JRW�WRJHWKHU�WR�FUHDWH�Á\HUV�DQG�QHZVSDSHU�
ads to reach as many African Americans they could about not riding the city bus. The boycott was to 
no longer ride the city bus for as long as it took to change the segregation law. The boycott of the 
Montgomery buses lasted for a total of 381 days. The African American communities and leaders worked 
together to get to places that were needed without using the city bus. After a long boycott of over one 
year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled the segregation laws in Alabama to be unconstitutional.
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10  After the Montgomery Bus Boycott and 
5RVD�3DUNV·�DUUHVW��KHU�IDPLO\�KDG�D�GLIÀFXOW�WLPH��
5RVD�ZDV�ÀUHG�IURP�KHU�IXOO�WLPH�MRE�ZRUNLQJ�DW�D�
department store. Rosa Parks’ husband was also 
ÀUHG�IURP�KLV�MRE�GXH�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�KLV�ZLIH�DQG�
the ongoing court case from the boycott on the 
Montgomery city bus. After searching around for 
ZRUN�DQG�XQDEOH�WR�VXFFHVVIXOO\�ÀQG�D�MRE��WKH�
couple moved to Detroit, Michigan.

11  While in Detroit, Rosa and her 
husband’s life began to improve. Both Rosa 
DQG�5D\PRQG�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�ÀQG�D�MRE�WR�KHOS�
support themselves. Rosa started off working as a 
secretary and receptionist in U.S. Representative 
-RKQ�&RQ\HU·V�FRQJUHVVLRQDO�RIÀFH��/DWHU��5RVD�
became a part of Planned Parenthood. Rosa Parks 
served on the board of the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America.

12  In 1987, Rosa and her friend Elaine Steele 
founded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute 
for Self Development. The institute was designed 
to run the “Pathways to Freedom” bus tours. The 
bus tours helped to show the younger African 
Americans the Underground Railroad sites that 
were throughout the country. The Underground 
Railroad was secret routes that had safe houses 
in the United States. The Underground Railroad 
was used as a way for African American slaves 
to escape to freedom in free states. By the year 
1850, it is believed that over 100,000 slaves had 
escaped to freedom using the Underground 
Railroad.

13  In 1992, Rosa wrote her autobiography. In 
her book, My Story, Rosa talked about her life and 
the segregation she experienced in Montgomery. 
Three years later, Rosa went on to publish another 
book. The book titled Quiet Strength was about 
how Rosa used her religion to help her overcome 
WKH�VWUXJJOH�DQG�ÀJKW�VKH�KDG�WKURXJKRXW�KHU�
life.

14  Rosa received many awards during 
her lifetime. She received the Spingarn Medal 
from NAACP, the Martin Luther King Jr. Award, 
and a Presidential Medal of Freedom by former 
President Bill Clinton (1996). She continued to 
receive awards for her courage and continued 
faith in helping to create a change in segregation.

15  In October 2005, Rosa Parks died in her 
home having suffered from progressive dementia.

970L

Source 3: 
Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott

“Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott” written for educational purposes.
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Space Race 

1 On October 4, 1957, the Soviet Union 
ODXQFKHG�6SXWQLN��WKH�ZRUOG·V�ÀUVW�PDQ�PDGH�
satellite, into orbit. To many Americans, the 
launch of Sputnik was startling. The United 
States and the Soviet Union were in a Cold 
War, and tensions between the two countries 
were high. Americans felt that the launch of 
Sputnik proved that the Soviet Union was more 
technologically advanced and was going to 
win the Cold War because of it. As a result, the 
“Space Race” started. The Space Race was a 
competition between the Soviet Union and the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�ÀUVW�FRXQWU\�WR�
GRPLQDWH�VSDFH�ÁLJKW��

2 After Sputnik’s launch, many things changed as Americans began to think more seriously 
about science and technology. Chemistry, physics, and calculus were added to school curricula. The U.S. 
JRYHUQPHQW�JDYH�PRQH\�LQ�JUDQWV�WR�FRPSDQLHV�WKDW�VSHFLDOL]HG�LQ�VFLHQWLÀF�UHVHDUFK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW��
New agencies, such as the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the Department of 
Defense’s Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA), were formed to develop space-age technologies, 
such as rockets, weapons, and computers. 

ARPAnet 

3 A major priority of the Department of Defense’s Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA) was 
WR�ÀQG�D�ZD\�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�LI�D�6RYLHW�DWWDFN�ZLSHG�RXW�WKH�QDWLRQ·V�WHOHSKRQH�V\VWHP��6FLHQWLVWV�DQG�
researchers feared that one Soviet missile could destroy the whole network of lines and wires that made 
long-distance communication possible. In 1962, J.C.R. Licklider, a scientist from ARPA, proposed a solution 
to this problem: a “galactic network” of computers that could talk to one another that would enable 
government leaders to communicate even if the Soviets destroyed the telephone system. 

4 In 1965, another scientist developed “packet switching.” Packet switching is a way of sending 
information from one computer to another. The idea is to break data down into blocks, or packets, before 
VHQGLQJ�LW�WR�LWV�GHVWLQDWLRQ��,Q�������$53$QHW�GHOLYHUHG�LWV�ÀUVW�VKRUW�DQG�VLPSOH�PHVVDJH��´/2*�,1�µ�2QH�
computer was located in a research lab at the University of California, Los Angeles, and the second was at 
Stanford University. Each computer was the size of a small house. Unfortunately, the Stanford computer 
RQO\�UHFHLYHG�WKH�ÀUVW�WZR�OHWWHUV�EHIRUH�$53$QHW�FUDVKHG��%\�WKH�HQG�RI�������MXVW�IRXU�FRPSXWHUV�ZHUH�
connected to the ARPAnet, but the network grew steadily during the 1970s. As the computer networks 
PXOWLSOLHG��KRZHYHU��LW�EHFDPH�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�IRU�WKHP�WR�LQWHJUDWH�LQWR�D�VLQJOH�ZRUOGZLGH�´,QWHUQHW�µ

Invention of the Internet

1130L
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Transmission Control Protocol 

5 By the end of the 1970s, a computer scientist named Vinton Cerf had begun to solve this problem 
by inventing the “Transmission Control Protocol,” or TCP. He developed a way for all of the computers on 
all of the world’s mini-networks to communicate with one another. Later, he added an additional protocol 
known as “Internet Protocol.” Cerf’s protocol has been described as “the ‘handshake’ that introduces 
distant and different computers to each other in a virtual space.” Cerf’s protocol transformed the Internet 
LQWR�D�ZRUOGZLGH�QHWZRUN��7KURXJKRXW�WKH�����V��UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�VFLHQWLVWV�XVHG�LW�WR�VHQG�ÀOHV�DQG�GDWD�
from one computer to another. 

World Wide Web 

6 In 1991 the Internet changed again. That year, a computer programmer named Tim Berners-
Lee introduced the World Wide Web. The World Wide Web was a new Internet that was a “web” of 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�DQ\RQH�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW�FRXOG�UHWULHYH��,W�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�ZD\�WR�VHQG�ÀOHV�IURP�RQH�
place to another. Berners-Lee created the Internet that we know today. 

7 Since then, the Internet has changed in many ways. It became more user-friendly so that the 
public could use it. In 1992, a group of students and researchers at the University of Illinois developed a 
sophisticated browser for searching the web. It allowed Internet users to see words and pictures on the 
VDPH�SDJH�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�DQG�WR�QDYLJDWH�XVLQJ�VFUROO�EDUV�DQG�FOLFNDEOH�OLQNV��7KDW�VDPH�\HDU��&RQJUHVV�
decided that the Web could be used for business purposes. As a result, companies hurried to set up 
websites of their own. Other companies began to use the Internet to sell things directly to customers. 
More recently, social networking sites, like Facebook and Instagram, have become a popular way for 
people of all ages to stay connected.

“Invention of the Internet” written for educational purposes.



Top Score Writing – Grade 8

21Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2020 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

Internet Today

1130L

8  The Internet has no single inventor 
like the telephone or the light bulb. 
Instead, it has evolved with help from many 
scientists. The Internet got its start in the 
United States more than 50 years ago as 
a government weapon in the Cold War. 
For years, scientists and researchers used 
it to communicate and share data. Today, 
almost one-third of the world’s 6.8 billion 
people use the Internet regularly. We use 
the Internet for almost everything, and for 
many people, it would be impossible to 
imagine life without it. 

Email 

9 Email is a method of communication over the Internet. Email works like a text message where one 
XVHU�VHQGV�DQG�RWKHUV�UHFHLYH��3LFWXUH�ÀOHV��OLQNV��DQG�DWWDFKPHQWV�FDQ�EH�DGGHG�WR�HPDLOV��(PDLO�ZRUNV�LQ�
ÀYH�VWHSV��

1. You write up an email and click send. 
���<RXU�HPDLO�LV�ÀUVW�VHQW�WR�\RXU�HPDLO�VHUYLFH�SURYLGHU��
3. Your email service provider gets the destination address using a Domain Name System (DNS). 
4. Your email service provider sends the email to your recipient’s email service provider. 
5. The recipient’s email service provider sends the email to the recipient’s inbox. You’ve got mail!

Entertainment 

10 The Internet has made a big difference in entertainment. Now that individuals can access the 
Internet on the computers within their own homes and on portable devices such as mobile phones and 
iPads, it has provided entertainment creators with another avenue for games, music, and videos.

11  Through the Internet, individuals worldwide can compete against one another or work 
cooperatively together as teams in a wide variety of games. Individuals no longer have to travel to their 
local music store or department store to purchase the latest CD that happens to have caught their interest. 
The Internet, with the help of MP3 technology, has allowed users to both distribute and gather music 
digitally from the comfort of their own homes. Individuals can also stream and download videos to watch 
79�VKRZV�DQG�PRYLHV�RQOLQH��6WUHDPLQJ�VHUYLFHV�VXFK�DV�1HWÁL[�DUH�FRPSHWLQJ�DJDLQVW�FDEOH�FRPSDQLHV�
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Social Media 

12 The creation of the Internet has sparked a new phenomenon called social media. Social media 
facilitates the creation and sharing of information and ideas through virtual communities and networks. 
Social media networks, such as Facebook and Instagram, use web-based technologies, desktop 
computers, and mobile technologies to create highly interactive platforms through which individuals, 
communities, and organizations can share, co-create, discuss, and modify user-generated content or pre-
made content posted online. 

13  8VHUV�FUHDWH�VHUYLFH�VSHFLÀF�SURÀOHV�IRU�WKH�ZHEVLWH�RU�DSS�WKDW�DUH�GHVLJQHG�DQG�PDLQWDLQHG�E\�
the social media organization. Social media works as users generate content as text posts or comments, 
digital photos, or videos. Social media changes the way individuals and large organizations communicate. 
In America, a survey reported that 84% of adolescents in America have a Facebook account. Over 60% of 
����WR����\HDU�ROGV�KDYH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�SURÀOH�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��ZLWK�PDQ\�VSHQGLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�KRXUV�D�
day on social networking sites.

“Internet Today” written for educational purposes.
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Social Media 

14 With the growing popularity of social 
media sites, such as Facebook and Instagram, 
teens are posting more and more content on the 
Internet. Some kids are often trying to catch the 
attention of and gain approval from their peers. 
Some teens tend to post content to appear 
popular or to gain a response from others in 
their online community. Teens post inappropriate 
pictures, brag about the previous weekend’s 
adventures, and can easily use this digital 
space to humiliate others or post inappropriate 
language. What teens often do not realize is 

that no 
information 
is truly 
private on 
the Internet; 
an online 
“friend” can 
be anyone 
and can 
forward any 
information 
posted on a 
teen’s social 
media 
site. When 
you post 

online, it is there forever; even after it is deleted. 
Future career choices can be ruined because of 
bad decisions online. Teens should be aware that 
SXEOLF�SURÀOHV�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�RSHQ�WKHP�XS�WR�
messages from strangers and harassment from 
peers. Know the risks of social media and keep 
your personal information private! 

Online Predators 

15 When children go online, they have 
direct and immediate access to friends, family, 
and strangers, which can put unsuspecting 
children at great risk. Children who meet and 
communicate with strangers online are easy prey 
for Internet predators. Predators have easy and 
anonymous access to children online where they 
can conceal their identity and roam without limit. 
For example, a 30-year-old man can use a picture 
of a child and pretend to be that age. Predators 
use the Internet to spark a friendship and then 
try to get kids to meet in the real world. Know 
the warning signs of online predators and never 
communicate with strangers online! 

Dangers of the Internet
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Cyberbullying 

16 Cyberbullying is willful and repeated harm (i.e., harassing, humiliating, or threatening text or 
LPDJHV��LQÁLFWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�,QWHUQHW��LQWHUDFWLYH�WHFKQRORJLHV��RU�PRELOH�SKRQHV��,Q�WKH�SDVW�\HDU������
of teens aged 13 to 17 reported that they have experienced cyberbullying. Kids are being bullied in their 
own homes on their own devices. Instant messaging, social media, e-mail, text messaging, and blogging 
are becoming more popular, but unfortunately, that means that kids can have a chance of being bullied 
online at any hour of the day. Cyberbullying is increasing in frequency and can happen to anyone. 
Electronic bullies can remain anonymous by creating temporary e-mail accounts and fake names in chat 
rooms, instant messaging programs, and other Internet venues. If you are being bullied online, speak up 
and tell an adult!

1130L

“Dangers of the Internet” written for educational purposes.



Top Score Writing – Grade 8

237Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2020 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

WRITING: LESSON 40
Conclusion (“C”) Paragraph Practice

Students will be practicing a di!erent way of writing the conclusion paragraph for an 
informative essay. They will learn to connect their conclusion to their introduction without 
repeating what they wrote in their “I” paragraph. This creates a “sense of completeness” 

in the essay without the use of “repetitive vocabulary”. 

The following passages will be used in this lesson:

Who was Rosa Parks?
Montgomery Bus Boycott

Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott

The following passages will be used in this lesson:

Invention of the Internet 
Internet Today 

Dangers of the Internet 

Prompt: Write an informational essay about Rosa Parks.

Advanced Prompt: Your English class has been reading biographies about prominent people in 
American history. Using information and examples found in the passage set, 

write an explanatory essay about what it means to be a leader. 

Prompt: Since the invention of the Internet, the world has changed. Explain to your reader 
the interesting things you have learned about the Internet. 

Advanced Prompt: Your technology class is hosting an exhibition highlighting technological 
advancements of the past 50 years. Your teacher has assigned you the task of writing an 

informative article detailing the evolution of the Internet since its creation. Your essay must be 
based on the information and examples that can be found in the passage set.  

Model:
You will be modeling with the “Rosa Parks” passage set and the prompt/plan you have been 
writing about. 

*Please note: all examples included in this lesson are based on the advanced prompt.

Lesson 40
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1. Review the conclusion anchor chart you created yesterday with students. 
 
2. Display the “Model/Guided Practice” worksheet. Read aloud the prompt, plan and 

introduction paragraph to students. Remind students that they have also already written 
the body paragraphs for this essay. Tell them today they will complete this essay by writing 
the conclusion paragraph.

 Use markers to color-code your paragraph as you write it.
 Key:
 Give an overview (summary) of the topic 
 Restate 3 topics 
 Thought or Feeling about topic 
 Ending sentence
 
3. Explain to students that when they write the conclusion they are going to connect it to their 

introduction. This helps the essay have a “sense of completeness”. Make sure to tell them it 
is very important though to not repeat their introduction. 

Guided Practice:
4. Pass out the “Model/Guided Practice” worksheet. 

5. Ask students: What sentence will we write first in our conclusion? That’s right, an overview 
or summary sentence! Remember, the prompt said to write what it means to be a leader. 
The text set was all about Rosa Parks, so on our plan we chose three ways Rosa Parks 
proved she was a leader. Let’s add details and descriptions to our summary to make it more 
than one sentence long!

 Say to students: Our introduction paragraph begins by talking about how leaders are 
people who see something that is unfair and work to change it. I think I will start our 
conclusion with an example of how Rosa Parks did just that. This way our conclusion will 
connect to our Introduction. 

  !!Rosa Parks grew up seeing discrimination in every part of her life. As an African 
American woman born in 1913 she was unlikely to ever have the power to lead or even the 
freedom to make many of her own decisions. Rosa Parks decided that this way of life was 
wrong and that she was going to do something about it.

6. Say to students: What do we need to do next? Write our three topics. We want to make 
sure we use di!erent words in our conclusion than we did in the introduction. Our 3 topic 
sentences in “I” and “C” CANNOT sound the same. Let’s reread how we wrote our three 
topics in our Introduction:

 Introduction 3 topics sentences:
 ""A leader is a person like Rosa Parks who is brave even when they are scared; someone 

who perseveres when most everyone else would give up. A leader shows initiative to do the 
right thing, to make a change. 

Lesson 40
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Lesson 40

 Let’s write our 3 topics sentence for our conclusion now using di!erent words. Here is a 
good example:

 By combining courage, persistence and a willingness to tackle problems she proved 
herself to be a remarkable leader. 

 Share with students non-examples. Explain why these 3 topic sentences are incorrect.

 • A leader is brave, perseveres, and shows initiative. (Exact same words for three topics)
 • Rosa Parks was never scared, she never gave up and she made a change. (Exact same 

words to describe topics)

7. We are almost done! What do we need next? Write a thought or feeling about the topic. 
Allow students to share ideas. 

 Rosa Parks will forever be remembered as one of the greatest people of her generation. 

8. What is the very last sentence we should write in our conclusion? An ending sentence. 
Brainstorm with students sentences that help to bring the essay to a close. Model coming 
up with non-examples of ending sentences as well and explain why they are incorrect. 

 Her leadership helped to change the lives of all African Americans by helping lead the 
fight for equal rights. 

Independent Practice: 
9. Have students complete the conclusion paragraph for their “Internet” passage set plans. 

Pass out the “Independent Practice” worksheets and allow students to complete on their 
own. 

10. Circulate and assist students as needed. When they are finished share examples with the 
class. 

11. Restate how everyone’s conclusion paragraphs sound di!erent and yet they are all focused 
on the same prompt. 
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Model/Guided Practice Name: ______________________________

“C” Paragraph Practice

Advanced Prompt: Your English class has been reading biographies about prominent people 
in American history. Using information and examples found in the passage set, write an 

explanatory essay about what it means to be a leader. 

Plan
I  what makes a leader
T1 bravery a. arrested b. bus boycott
T2 perseverance  a. relocated b. Planned Parenthood
T3 initiative  a. Institute  b. author 
C what makes a leader

Introduction paragraph 

""Every significant change that has occurred in history has begun with a few special people. 
People that had the courage to stand up and take action when they saw something happening 
that they thought was wrong. We call these people leaders. A leader is a person like Rosa Parks 
who is brave even when they are scared; someone who perseveres when most everyone else 
would give up. A leader shows initiative to do the right thing, to make a change. 

Write the “C” Paragraph:

Lesson 40



Top Score Writing – Grade 8

241Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2020 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

Lesson 40

Independent Practice Name: ______________________________

“C” Paragraph

Directions: Circle the prompt you have previously chosen to write about. Using your already 
completed plan write the conclusion paragraph for your essay.

Prompt: Since the invention of the Internet, the world has changed. 
Explain to your reader the interesting things you have learned about the Internet. 

Advanced Prompt: Your technology class is hosting an exhibition highlighting technological 
advancements of the past 50 years. Your teacher has assigned you the task of writing an 

informative article detailing the evolution of the Internet since its creation. Your essay must 
be based on the information and examples that can be found in the passage set. 

Write the “C” Paragraph:
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1  Rosa Parks was an African American 
woman who was born on February 4, 1913. Ms. 
Parks was born in Tuskegee, Alabama, to Leona 
and James McCauley. While growing up, she 
had a younger brother by the name of Sylvester. 
Rosa’s parents went their separate ways, and 
Rosa, Sylvester, and Leona moved to a small farm 
area in Pine Level.

2  While living in Pine Level, Rosa attended 
the local elementary school where her mom was a 
teacher. The local school consisted of only African 
American children; there was no mix of races in 
the schools.

3  Leona McCauley was a successful African 
American teacher and wanted her children to 
complete their education to obtain a diploma 
and later a degree. Rosa was able to complete 
elementary school and then attended the 
Montgomery Industrial School for Girls. In the 
11th grade, she attended the Alabama State 
Teachers College for Negroes, but was never able 
to complete school to get her diploma because of 
a family illness with her mother and grandmother.

4  In 1932, Rosa met her soul mate, 
Raymond Parks, in Montgomery and married 
him later that year. Raymond and Rosa lived life 
together with no children. In 1977, Raymond 
Parks passed away. During their marriage, Rosa 
was able to return to school and obtain her high 
school diploma.

5  While living in the city of Montgomery 
as an adult, the city was very segregated. The 
segregation was very similar to the Pine Level 
School in Alabama that Rosa had attended in 
elementary. The White people and Black people 

were not together and did everything separately. 
The places and events they attended were all 
segregated based on race.

6  Rosa would see signs for only one race 
and not the other race. Everything from water 
fountains to riding the bus was segregated. Often 
when Rosa would ride the bus, she would have 
to sit in the back of the bus or even stand if she 
needed to. She experienced racism of people of 
color sitting in the back of the bus while White 
people were able to sit at the front of the bus.

“Who was Rosa Parks?” written for educational purposes.

Source 1: Who was Rosa Parks?
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Source 2: Montgomery Bus Boycott

“Montgomery Bus Boycott” written for educational purposes.

7  2Q�'HFHPEHU����������5RVD�3DUNV�GHFLGHG�WR�ÀJKW�EDFN�DJDLQVW�VHJUHJDWLRQ��0V��3DUNV��DORQJ�ZLWK�
all the other African American people, had to sit in the back of the buses while the White people were able 
to sit in the front. If there were no seats on the bus, a Black person that had already been on the bus had 
to get up and give their seat to the White person entering the bus.

8  5RVD�3DUNV�ÀQDOO\�JRW�WLUHG�RI�EHLQJ�WUHDWHG�OLNH�D�VHFRQG�FODVV�FLWL]HQ��6KH�DQG�RWKHU�$IULFDQ�
Americans were fed up with the segregation. One day after work, Rosa sat on the bus and did not give up 
her seat when a White person entering the bus came on. Rosa was immediately arrested and taken to jail. 
5RVD�ZDV�LQVWUXFWHG�WR�SD\�D�SHQDOW\�ÀQH�RI�����IRU�QRW�REH\LQJ�WKH�ODZ��2I�FRXUVH��0V��3DUNV�GLG�QRW�SD\�
WKH�ÀQH�EHFDXVH�RI�KHU�EHOLHIV�RI�WKH�VHJUHJDWLRQ�ODZ�QRW�EHLQJ�IDLU�WR�DOO�

9  The arrest of Rosa led to an uproar from the African American community. The African American 
leaders got together to discuss what happened and decided to do a boycott. NAACP formed plans to 
RUJDQL]H�WKH�ER\FRWW�RI�WKH�FLW\�EXVHV��7KH�1$$&3�HYHQ�JRW�WRJHWKHU�WR�FUHDWH�Á\HUV�DQG�QHZVSDSHU�
ads to reach as many African Americans they could about not riding the city bus. The boycott was to 
no longer ride the city bus for as long as it took to change the segregation law. The boycott of the 
Montgomery buses lasted for a total of 381 days. The African American communities and leaders worked 
together to get to places that were needed without using the city bus. After a long boycott of over one 
year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled the segregation laws in Alabama to be unconstitutional.
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10  After the Montgomery Bus Boycott and 
5RVD�3DUNV·�DUUHVW��KHU�IDPLO\�KDG�D�GLIÀFXOW�WLPH��
5RVD�ZDV�ÀUHG�IURP�KHU�IXOO�WLPH�MRE�ZRUNLQJ�DW�D�
department store. Rosa Parks’ husband was also 
ÀUHG�IURP�KLV�MRE�GXH�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�KLV�ZLIH�DQG�
the ongoing court case from the boycott on the 
Montgomery city bus. After searching around for 
ZRUN�DQG�XQDEOH�WR�VXFFHVVIXOO\�ÀQG�D�MRE��WKH�
couple moved to Detroit, Michigan.

11  While in Detroit, Rosa and her 
husband’s life began to improve. Both Rosa 
DQG�5D\PRQG�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�ÀQG�D�MRE�WR�KHOS�
support themselves. Rosa started off working as a 
secretary and receptionist in U.S. Representative 
-RKQ�&RQ\HU·V�FRQJUHVVLRQDO�RIÀFH��/DWHU��5RVD�
became a part of Planned Parenthood. Rosa Parks 
served on the board of the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America.

12  In 1987, Rosa and her friend Elaine Steele 
founded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute 
for Self Development. The institute was designed 
to run the “Pathways to Freedom” bus tours. The 
bus tours helped to show the younger African 
Americans the Underground Railroad sites that 
were throughout the country. The Underground 
Railroad was secret routes that had safe houses 
in the United States. The Underground Railroad 
was used as a way for African American slaves 
to escape to freedom in free states. By the year 
1850, it is believed that over 100,000 slaves had 
escaped to freedom using the Underground 
Railroad.

13  In 1992, Rosa wrote her autobiography. In 
her book, My Story, Rosa talked about her life and 
the segregation she experienced in Montgomery. 
Three years later, Rosa went on to publish another 
book. The book titled Quiet Strength was about 
how Rosa used her religion to help her overcome 
WKH�VWUXJJOH�DQG�ÀJKW�VKH�KDG�WKURXJKRXW�KHU�
life.

14  Rosa received many awards during 
her lifetime. She received the Spingarn Medal 
from NAACP, the Martin Luther King Jr. Award, 
and a Presidential Medal of Freedom by former 
President Bill Clinton (1996). She continued to 
receive awards for her courage and continued 
faith in helping to create a change in segregation.

15  In October 2005, Rosa Parks died in her 
home having suffered from progressive dementia.

970L

Source 3: 
Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott

“Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott” written for educational purposes.
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Space Race 

1 On October 4, 1957, the Soviet Union 
ODXQFKHG�6SXWQLN��WKH�ZRUOG·V�ÀUVW�PDQ�PDGH�
satellite, into orbit. To many Americans, the 
launch of Sputnik was startling. The United 
States and the Soviet Union were in a Cold 
War, and tensions between the two countries 
were high. Americans felt that the launch of 
Sputnik proved that the Soviet Union was more 
technologically advanced and was going to 
win the Cold War because of it. As a result, the 
“Space Race” started. The Space Race was a 
competition between the Soviet Union and the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�ÀUVW�FRXQWU\�WR�
GRPLQDWH�VSDFH�ÁLJKW��

2 After Sputnik’s launch, many things changed as Americans began to think more seriously 
about science and technology. Chemistry, physics, and calculus were added to school curricula. The U.S. 
JRYHUQPHQW�JDYH�PRQH\�LQ�JUDQWV�WR�FRPSDQLHV�WKDW�VSHFLDOL]HG�LQ�VFLHQWLÀF�UHVHDUFK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW��
New agencies, such as the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the Department of 
Defense’s Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA), were formed to develop space-age technologies, 
such as rockets, weapons, and computers. 

ARPAnet 

3 A major priority of the Department of Defense’s Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA) was 
WR�ÀQG�D�ZD\�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�LI�D�6RYLHW�DWWDFN�ZLSHG�RXW�WKH�QDWLRQ·V�WHOHSKRQH�V\VWHP��6FLHQWLVWV�DQG�
researchers feared that one Soviet missile could destroy the whole network of lines and wires that made 
long-distance communication possible. In 1962, J.C.R. Licklider, a scientist from ARPA, proposed a solution 
to this problem: a “galactic network” of computers that could talk to one another that would enable 
government leaders to communicate even if the Soviets destroyed the telephone system. 

4 In 1965, another scientist developed “packet switching.” Packet switching is a way of sending 
information from one computer to another. The idea is to break data down into blocks, or packets, before 
VHQGLQJ�LW�WR�LWV�GHVWLQDWLRQ��,Q�������$53$QHW�GHOLYHUHG�LWV�ÀUVW�VKRUW�DQG�VLPSOH�PHVVDJH��´/2*�,1�µ�2QH�
computer was located in a research lab at the University of California, Los Angeles, and the second was at 
Stanford University. Each computer was the size of a small house. Unfortunately, the Stanford computer 
RQO\�UHFHLYHG�WKH�ÀUVW�WZR�OHWWHUV�EHIRUH�$53$QHW�FUDVKHG��%\�WKH�HQG�RI�������MXVW�IRXU�FRPSXWHUV�ZHUH�
connected to the ARPAnet, but the network grew steadily during the 1970s. As the computer networks 
PXOWLSOLHG��KRZHYHU��LW�EHFDPH�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�IRU�WKHP�WR�LQWHJUDWH�LQWR�D�VLQJOH�ZRUOGZLGH�´,QWHUQHW�µ

Invention of the Internet

1130L
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Transmission Control Protocol 

5 By the end of the 1970s, a computer scientist named Vinton Cerf had begun to solve this problem 
by inventing the “Transmission Control Protocol,” or TCP. He developed a way for all of the computers on 
all of the world’s mini-networks to communicate with one another. Later, he added an additional protocol 
known as “Internet Protocol.” Cerf’s protocol has been described as “the ‘handshake’ that introduces 
distant and different computers to each other in a virtual space.” Cerf’s protocol transformed the Internet 
LQWR�D�ZRUOGZLGH�QHWZRUN��7KURXJKRXW�WKH�����V��UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�VFLHQWLVWV�XVHG�LW�WR�VHQG�ÀOHV�DQG�GDWD�
from one computer to another. 

World Wide Web 

6 In 1991 the Internet changed again. That year, a computer programmer named Tim Berners-
Lee introduced the World Wide Web. The World Wide Web was a new Internet that was a “web” of 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�DQ\RQH�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW�FRXOG�UHWULHYH��,W�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�ZD\�WR�VHQG�ÀOHV�IURP�RQH�
place to another. Berners-Lee created the Internet that we know today. 

7 Since then, the Internet has changed in many ways. It became more user-friendly so that the 
public could use it. In 1992, a group of students and researchers at the University of Illinois developed a 
sophisticated browser for searching the web. It allowed Internet users to see words and pictures on the 
VDPH�SDJH�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�DQG�WR�QDYLJDWH�XVLQJ�VFUROO�EDUV�DQG�FOLFNDEOH�OLQNV��7KDW�VDPH�\HDU��&RQJUHVV�
decided that the Web could be used for business purposes. As a result, companies hurried to set up 
websites of their own. Other companies began to use the Internet to sell things directly to customers. 
More recently, social networking sites, like Facebook and Instagram, have become a popular way for 
people of all ages to stay connected.

“Invention of the Internet” written for educational purposes.
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Internet Today
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8  The Internet has no single inventor 
like the telephone or the light bulb. 
Instead, it has evolved with help from many 
scientists. The Internet got its start in the 
United States more than 50 years ago as 
a government weapon in the Cold War. 
For years, scientists and researchers used 
it to communicate and share data. Today, 
almost one-third of the world’s 6.8 billion 
people use the Internet regularly. We use 
the Internet for almost everything, and for 
many people, it would be impossible to 
imagine life without it. 

Email 

9 Email is a method of communication over the Internet. Email works like a text message where one 
XVHU�VHQGV�DQG�RWKHUV�UHFHLYH��3LFWXUH�ÀOHV��OLQNV��DQG�DWWDFKPHQWV�FDQ�EH�DGGHG�WR�HPDLOV��(PDLO�ZRUNV�LQ�
ÀYH�VWHSV��

1. You write up an email and click send. 
���<RXU�HPDLO�LV�ÀUVW�VHQW�WR�\RXU�HPDLO�VHUYLFH�SURYLGHU��
3. Your email service provider gets the destination address using a Domain Name System (DNS). 
4. Your email service provider sends the email to your recipient’s email service provider. 
5. The recipient’s email service provider sends the email to the recipient’s inbox. You’ve got mail!

Entertainment 

10 The Internet has made a big difference in entertainment. Now that individuals can access the 
Internet on the computers within their own homes and on portable devices such as mobile phones and 
iPads, it has provided entertainment creators with another avenue for games, music, and videos.

11  Through the Internet, individuals worldwide can compete against one another or work 
cooperatively together as teams in a wide variety of games. Individuals no longer have to travel to their 
local music store or department store to purchase the latest CD that happens to have caught their interest. 
The Internet, with the help of MP3 technology, has allowed users to both distribute and gather music 
digitally from the comfort of their own homes. Individuals can also stream and download videos to watch 
79�VKRZV�DQG�PRYLHV�RQOLQH��6WUHDPLQJ�VHUYLFHV�VXFK�DV�1HWÁL[�DUH�FRPSHWLQJ�DJDLQVW�FDEOH�FRPSDQLHV�
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Social Media 

12 The creation of the Internet has sparked a new phenomenon called social media. Social media 
facilitates the creation and sharing of information and ideas through virtual communities and networks. 
Social media networks, such as Facebook and Instagram, use web-based technologies, desktop 
computers, and mobile technologies to create highly interactive platforms through which individuals, 
communities, and organizations can share, co-create, discuss, and modify user-generated content or pre-
made content posted online. 

13  8VHUV�FUHDWH�VHUYLFH�VSHFLÀF�SURÀOHV�IRU�WKH�ZHEVLWH�RU�DSS�WKDW�DUH�GHVLJQHG�DQG�PDLQWDLQHG�E\�
the social media organization. Social media works as users generate content as text posts or comments, 
digital photos, or videos. Social media changes the way individuals and large organizations communicate. 
In America, a survey reported that 84% of adolescents in America have a Facebook account. Over 60% of 
����WR����\HDU�ROGV�KDYH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�SURÀOH�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��ZLWK�PDQ\�VSHQGLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�KRXUV�D�
day on social networking sites.
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Social Media 

14 With the growing popularity of social 
media sites, such as Facebook and Instagram, 
teens are posting more and more content on the 
Internet. Some kids are often trying to catch the 
attention of and gain approval from their peers. 
Some teens tend to post content to appear 
popular or to gain a response from others in 
their online community. Teens post inappropriate 
pictures, brag about the previous weekend’s 
adventures, and can easily use this digital 
space to humiliate others or post inappropriate 
language. What teens often do not realize is 

that no 
information 
is truly 
private on 
the Internet; 
an online 
“friend” can 
be anyone 
and can 
forward any 
information 
posted on a 
teen’s social 
media 
site. When 
you post 

online, it is there forever; even after it is deleted. 
Future career choices can be ruined because of 
bad decisions online. Teens should be aware that 
SXEOLF�SURÀOHV�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�RSHQ�WKHP�XS�WR�
messages from strangers and harassment from 
peers. Know the risks of social media and keep 
your personal information private! 

Online Predators 

15 When children go online, they have 
direct and immediate access to friends, family, 
and strangers, which can put unsuspecting 
children at great risk. Children who meet and 
communicate with strangers online are easy prey 
for Internet predators. Predators have easy and 
anonymous access to children online where they 
can conceal their identity and roam without limit. 
For example, a 30-year-old man can use a picture 
of a child and pretend to be that age. Predators 
use the Internet to spark a friendship and then 
try to get kids to meet in the real world. Know 
the warning signs of online predators and never 
communicate with strangers online! 

Dangers of the Internet
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Cyberbullying 

16 Cyberbullying is willful and repeated harm (i.e., harassing, humiliating, or threatening text or 
LPDJHV��LQÁLFWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�,QWHUQHW��LQWHUDFWLYH�WHFKQRORJLHV��RU�PRELOH�SKRQHV��,Q�WKH�SDVW�\HDU������
of teens aged 13 to 17 reported that they have experienced cyberbullying. Kids are being bullied in their 
own homes on their own devices. Instant messaging, social media, e-mail, text messaging, and blogging 
are becoming more popular, but unfortunately, that means that kids can have a chance of being bullied 
online at any hour of the day. Cyberbullying is increasing in frequency and can happen to anyone. 
Electronic bullies can remain anonymous by creating temporary e-mail accounts and fake names in chat 
rooms, instant messaging programs, and other Internet venues. If you are being bullied online, speak up 
and tell an adult!
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