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Model & Think Aloud:
1. Explain informative writing and keywords to students. Say: 

 Informative writing is when you write to inform your reader about something. You read text 
and then write your essay based on what you read in the text.

 The keywords for informative writing are: explain (explanatory), inform (informative), and 
teach.

 If you see any of these words in the prompt you know you are writing an informative essay.

2. Review an example prompt with students. 

 As an example, let’s say you read three articles about Martin Luther King Jr. One article is 
about his famous speech, one article is about his legacy, and one article is about his life. 

 Example prompt: Martin Luther King Jr. was an inspirational civil rights leader. Think about 
what you have learned about Martin Luther King Jr. Use information from the passages to 
explain what you learned about Martin Luther King Jr.

3. Read the prompt to the students. Circle the keyword.

 Keyword – explain

4. Discuss what the prompt is asking them to write about.

 The prompt is telling us to write an essay about Martin Luther King Jr. We have to find topics 
about Martin Luther King Jr. in the passages and write about those topics in our essay. 

5. Let’s look at another prompt that is based on the same 3 passages (Martin Luther King Jr.). 
This prompt is a little trickier, so we have to read it very carefully!

 Example prompt: Your history teacher has assigned your class research projects about 
influential American leaders. After learning about Martin Luther King Jr.’s life, his legacy, and 
his “I Have a Dream” speech write in an informational essay about the importance of Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s life. Your essay must be based on ideas and information that can be found in 
the “Martin Luther King Jr.” passage set.

 What is the keyword? Informational!

WRITING: LESSON 21
Analyzing the Prompts

Today students will be learning how to analyze informative prompts.

Lesson 21
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Lesson 21

 Are we just writing about Martin Luther King Jr. again? No! This one is more specific. We 
cannot just write facts about Martin Luther King Jr.’s life. We need to write about the 
importance of his life.

 We will have to read the passages and find topics that show how or why his life was 
important. We will need to think about the impact his life has had on others. 

Guided Practice: 
6. Let’s look at two similar prompts and discuss the differences. Guide them as they complete 

the attached “Guided Practice” worksheet.

 Prompt A: Write to inform your reader about space.

 Prompt B: Soon, for an astronomical price, the Space X company will begin taking tourists 
into outer space. They have asked you to write an informational essay for their website that 
explains what life in outer space will be like. Your article must be based on ideas, examples 
and information that can be found in the “Space” passage set.

 What is the keyword for Prompt A? Inform

 What exactly is it asking us to write about? Space

 Is it asking us to write about anything specific or just about space in general? Just about 
space in general.

 What are the keywords for Prompt B? Informational and explains

 What exactly is it asking us to write about? What life would be like in outer space.

 Is it asking us to write about anything specific or just about space in general? Something 
specific! What it would be like to live our daily life in outer space. 

 See the difference? 

Independent Practice: 
7. Pass out the “Independent Practice” worksheet. Have students work at their seats while you 

walk around and monitor. Have them circle the keyword first and then explain what the 
prompt is asking them to write about. After 10 minutes review the answers together. 
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Guided Practice Name: ______________________________
Analyzing Prompt Practice

Directions: Read each prompt. Write the keywords. Then explain what the prompt is asking you 
to write about. 

1. Inform your reader about space. Use information from the passages in your essay.

 Keyword:

 Is this prompt asking you to write about something general or specific?

 What are you being asked to write about?

2. Soon, for an astronomical price, the Space X company will begin taking tourists into outer 
space. They have asked you to write an informational essay for their website that explains 
what life in outer space will be like. Your article must be based on ideas, examples and 
information that can be found in the “Space” passage set.

 Keyword:

 Is this prompt asking you to write about something general or specific?

 What are you being asked to write about?
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Independent Practice Name: ______________________________
Analyzing Prompt Practice

Directions: Read each prompt. Circle the keywords. Then explain what the prompt is asking you 
to write about. 

1. Write an informative essay to present to your class about violence in video games.  
Use information from the passages in your essay. 

2. Write to inform about World War II. Use information from the passages in your essay. 

3. Write an essay that teaches computer coders ways to increase cybersecurity on social media. 
Use information from the passages in your essay.

4. Write an essay explaining the reasons behind increased homelessness in California.  
Use information from the passages in your essay.

Lesson 21
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Lesson 23

Prompt: Martin Luther King Jr. was an inspirational civil rights leader. Think about what you 
have learned about MLK Jr. Use information from the passages to explain what you have learned 
about Martin Luther King Jr.

Advanced Prompt: Your history teacher has assigned your class research projects about 
influential American leaders. After learning about Martin Luther King Jr. ‘s life, his legacy, and 
his “I Have a Dream” speech write an informational essay about the importance of his life. Your 
essay must be based on ideas and information that can be found in the passage set. 

Prompt: Inform your reader about space.

Advanced Prompt: Soon, for an astronomical price, the Space X company will begin taking 
tourists into outer space. They have asked you to write an informational article for their website 
that explains what life in outer space will be like. Your article must be based on ideas, examples, 
and information that can be found in the passage set. 

WRITING: LESSON 23
Informative Planning

Today the students will practice planning for informative prompts in response to texts they read. 

The following passages and prompts 
will be used in this lesson:

Excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech 
Celebrating His Legacy 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The following passages and prompts 
will be used in this lesson:

Life in Space
Meteor Shower

**Teachers: Students will begin working on their “Space” essay today. They will be 
completing parts of this essay throughout the next several lessons. It is important that they 
have a safe place to keep all their work so they may refer to it in future lessons. 
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Lesson 23

Model: 
For informative writing, we will use an ITC outline to plan for our essay. Instead of reasons (R’s), 
we will list three topics (T’s). For informative writing, you will be coming up with three topics to 
inform your reader about (instead of reasons).

Explain to the students that for the writing test, they will be given 2-4 passages to read that all 
have a similar topic/theme. After reading the text, they will be given a prompt that directs them 
to write something about what they just read. That is when they will need to plan their essay 
and then write a five-paragraph essay just like they learned in the previous section.

You will be modeling how to plan with the “Martin Luther King Jr.” passage set. Read all three 
passages aloud to the class (or you can read one aloud and have students independently read 
the others). 

1. Choose the prompt for this text set that you think is most appropriate for your class and 
write it on the board. 

 *Please note: all examples included in this lesson are based on the first prompt. 
 
2. Using the ITC outline, model planning for this prompt. 

 **When planning for this, remind students that we are not coming up with three reasons 
about why they like Martin Luther King Jr. They are simply informing/explaining to the 
reader three things about Martin Luther King Jr. They can pick any three things they want 
from the passages, but they have to make sure they are BIG (broad) things that they can 
write a lot about. 

 *Every word on the planning outline must be from the passage.

 Example Planning:
 
   I Martin Luther King Jr.   

 T1 Life a. Early Life b. Assassination 
 T2 Civil Rights a. I Have a Dream Speech b. Making a difference 
 T3 Legacy a. National Holiday b. Memorial 

 C Martin Luther King Jr. 

Think Aloud:
As you plan discuss these topics with students:

• My three topics are big topics that I can write a lot about. These are all main topics that 
are discussed in the passages and I can support them with evidence from ALL THREE 
passages. Make sure you use information from all of the passages in your essay!

• My As and Bs are details/examples to further discuss my three topics. 
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Lesson 23

T1: Life

A

B
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Early Life 

28 Martin Luther King Jr. was born as 
Michael King Jr. on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Martin Luther King Jr. was the middle 
child of Michael King Sr. and Alberta Williams 
King. Martin Luther King Jr.’s father, Michael 
King Sr., was also a successful 
minister. He changed his name 
to Martin Luther King Sr. in 
honor of a German religious 
leader named Martin Luther. 
Later on, Michael Jr. followed 
his father’s lead and changed 
his name to Martin Luther King 
Jr. Martin had one older sister 
and one younger brother. The 
King children grew up in a 
secure and loving environment 
but did experience racism in 
Atlanta. 

29 King attended 
Morehouse College. He 
earned a sociology degree 
in 1948. Next, he attended Crozer Theological 
Seminary School in Chester, Pennsylvania. He 
was valedictorian of his class in 1951 and elected 
student body president. King then got his 
doctorate degree from Boston University, where 
he met Coretta Scott. She was studying at the 
New England Conservatory School in Boston. 
They were married in June 1953 and had four 
children: Yolanda, Martin Luther King III, Dexter 
Scott, and Bernice. 

Civil Rights Movement 

30 On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks 
boarded the bus to go home from work when the 

bus driver demanded that Parks and several other 
African Americans give up their seats. Three other 
African American passengers reluctantly gave 
up their places, but Parks refused. Rosa Parks 
was arrested. On the night that Rosa Parks was 
arrested, civil rights leaders met to plan a citywide 
bus boycott. NAACP leader, E.D. Nixon, elected 

Martin Luther King Jr. to lead 
the boycott. The bus boycott 
lasted 382 days. Both King’s 
and E.D. Nixon’s homes were 
attacked. Finally, the courts 
ruled that bus transportation 
could no longer be segregated. 

31   In January 1957, 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
and 60 ministers and civil 
rights activists founded the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference to organize 
nonviolent protests for civil 
rights. King met with religious 
and civil rights leaders and 
lectured all over the country 

on race-related issues. Martin Luther King Jr. also 
encouraged college students to continue to use 
nonviolent methods during their protests. King 
and 36 students were arrested for peacefully 
staging a sit-in at a lunch counter that refused 
to serve them. By August of 1960, the sit-ins had 
been successful in ending segregation at lunch 
counters in 27 southern cities. 

32 On August 28, 1963, the historic March 
on Washington drew more than 200,000 people 
in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial. It was 
here that King made his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech, emphasizing his belief that 
someday all men could be brothers. This resulted 
in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

“The ultimate measure 
of a man is not 
where he stands 

in moments of comfort 
and convenience, 

but where he stands 
at times of 

challenge and 
controversy.”

1120L
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“Martin Luther King Jr.” written for educational purposes.

authorizing the federal government to enforce desegregation of public accommodations and outlawing 
discrimination in publicly owned facilities. This also led to Martin Luther King, Jr. receiving the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 1964. 

Assassination 

33 On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee. A 
single shot fired by James Earl Ray from over 200 feet away at a nearby motel struck King in the neck. 
James Earl Ray assassinated King by firing a rifle from a bathroom window that looked out onto the hotel 
balcony where King was standing. He died one hour after being shot. 

34 James Earl Ray was placed on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitives List. He used a fake name 
and escaped to Canada, stayed for a month, then flew to England. Ray was finally caught on June 8 at 
Heathrow Airport in London, England. Ray pleaded guilty in March 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in 
prison. He died on April 23, 1998.
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• Introduce the strategy of boxing information. 

• As you are planning, when you choose each topic, you need to put a box around the 
information in the passage where it talks about that topic and label it T1, T2, or T3. 

• When you choose an “A” and “B” subtopic you should also go back to the passage set and 
label where the information about the “A” and “B” subtopics are.

Think Aloud: 
As you box information say to students: 

 • In the example above, I chose “life” to be my topic for T1. Then, I put a box around all of 
the information about “his life” and labeled it.

 • Then I chose my two details about his life and labeled them as “A” and “B.” 

3. Model the entire planning process for students. As you read and come across each topic, 
explain that you are picking this topic because there is a lot of information about it. You 
want students to pick topics that have a lot of information so they have evidence to use in 
their essays.

Guided Practice: 
You will be guiding students as they plan for the “Space” passage set. 

4. Choose the prompt for this text set that you think is most appropriate for your class. Write 
that prompt on the board. 

 *Have your students circle the prompt you chose for them on their “Guided Practice” 
worksheet.

 *Please note the students will be continuing with this prompt and plan in future lessons. 
Have an organization system in place for them to keep all of their work; they will refer to it 
in future lessons. 

5. Read both passages.

6. Using the ITC outline, guide students to plan for this prompt (5-10 minutes). Remind them 
to find three BIG topics that they can write about. Make sure the students box and label 
each of their topics. 

7. After they have planned, share planning ideas and compile a list of examples and non-
examples on the board. Discuss what some good topics are (as well as ones that will not 
work) and make sure their As and Bs make sense. Non-examples are essential to teaching! 
They must see what wrong looks like and understand why it will not work. 

8.  Review today’s objective – planning for an informative/explanatory prompt. Explain that we 
are still using the ITC outline, but we are just choosing three topics based on the text we are 
provided. 
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Lesson 23

Model Name: ______________________________

Directions: Plan for the following prompt.

Prompt: Martin Luther King Jr. was an inspirational civil rights leader. Think about what 
you have learned about MLK Jr. Use information from the passages to explain what 

you have learned about Martin Luther King Jr.

I ________________________________________________

T1  ____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T2 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T3 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

C _______________________________________________
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Lesson 23

Guided Practice Name: ______________________________

Directions: Circle the prompt your class has chosen to write about. Then, read the “Space” 
passage set and plan for the appropriate prompt. 

Prompt: Inform your reader about space.

Advanced Prompt: Soon, for an astronomical price, the Space X company will begin taking 
tourists into outer space. They have asked you to write an informational article for their website 

that explains what life in outer space will be like. Your article must be based on ideas, 
examples, and information that can be found in the passage set. 

I ________________________________________________

T1  ____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T2 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T3 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

C _______________________________________________
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1  Five score years ago, a great American, in 
whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree 
came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of 
Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of 
withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end 
the long night of their captivity.  

2  And there is something that I must say to my 
people, who stand on the warm threshold which leads 
into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining 
our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful 
deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom 
by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We 
must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of 
dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative 
protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and 
again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting 
physical force with soul force. 

3  We cannot walk alone. 

4 And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. 

5 We cannot turn back. 

6 Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends. 

7 And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a 
dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

8  I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.” 

9  I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

10  I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of 
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

11  I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. 

Excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech

1120L
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“Excerpt from the ‘I Have a Dream’ Speech” written for educational purposes.

12  I have a dream today! 

13  I have a dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his 
lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, one day right there in Alabama little black 
boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 

14  I have a dream today! 

15 I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made 
low. The rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight. And the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. 

16  This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. 

17  With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With 
this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 
brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to 
go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. 

18  This will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning: 

19  My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the 
Pilgrim’s pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring! 

20  And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 

21  And when this happens, and when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every 
village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all 
of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to 
join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, 

22  “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”
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National Holiday  

23 Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a national holiday marking the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. It 
is observed on the third Monday of January each year, which is around King’s birthday, January 15. Only 
two other figures have national holidays in the U.S. honoring them: George Washington and Christopher 
Columbus.

24  Honoring Martin Luther King Jr. with a national holiday was not easy. It took 15 years to create 
the holiday. The campaign for a federal holiday in King’s honor began soon after his assassination in 
1968. President Ronald Reagan did not sign the holiday into law until 1983, and it was first observed 
three years later in 1986. At first, some states resisted observing the holiday. They gave it alternative 
names or combined it with other holidays. It was not until 2000 that Martin Luther King Jr. Day was 
officially observed in all 50 states for the first time. 

National Memorial 

25 The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial is located in Washington, D.C. The memorial covers four 
acres and includes a granite statue of Martin Luther King Jr. carved by sculptor Lei Yixin. The memorial 
opened to the public on August 22, 2011. The official address of the monument, 1964 Independence 
Avenue SW, commemorates the year the Civil Rights Act of 1964 became law. 

26  The centerpiece for the memorial is based on a quote from King’s “I Have A Dream” speech: “Out 
of a mountain of despair, a stone of hope.” A 30-foot high statue of King is named the Stone of Hope. It 
stands past two other pieces of granite that symbolize the “Mountain of Despair.” When visitors come to 
the memorial, they pass through the Mountain of Despair on the way to the Stone of Hope, symbolically 
moving through the struggle as Dr. King did during his life. In addition to the statue, a 450-foot long 
inscription wall includes 14 memorable quotes from King’s sermons and speeches. 

27  The statue of Martin Luther King Jr. was positioned so that he is looking over the water toward 
the horizon. The cherry trees around the memorial bloom every year during the anniversary of King’s 
death. Although this is not the first memorial to an African American in Washington, D.C., King is the 
first African American honored with a memorial on or near the National Mall, and only the fourth non-
President to have a memorial.

Celebrating His Legacy

“Celebrating His Legacy” written for educational purposes.
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Early Life 

28 Martin Luther King Jr. was born as 
Michael King Jr. on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Martin Luther King Jr. was the middle 
child of Michael King Sr. and Alberta Williams 
King. Martin Luther King Jr.’s father, Michael 
King Sr., was also a successful 
minister. He changed his name 
to Martin Luther King Sr. in 
honor of a German religious 
leader named Martin Luther. 
Later on, Michael Jr. followed 
his father’s lead and changed 
his name to Martin Luther King 
Jr. Martin had one older sister 
and one younger brother. The 
King children grew up in a 
secure and loving environment 
but did experience racism in 
Atlanta. 

29 King attended 
Morehouse College. He 
earned a sociology degree 
in 1948. Next, he attended Crozer Theological 
Seminary School in Chester, Pennsylvania. He 
was valedictorian of his class in 1951 and elected 
student body president. King then got his 
doctorate degree from Boston University, where 
he met Coretta Scott. She was studying at the 
New England Conservatory School in Boston. 
They were married in June 1953 and had four 
children: Yolanda, Martin Luther King III, Dexter 
Scott, and Bernice. 

Civil Rights Movement 

30 On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks 
boarded the bus to go home from work when the 

bus driver demanded that Parks and several other 
African Americans give up their seats. Three other 
African American passengers reluctantly gave 
up their places, but Parks refused. Rosa Parks 
was arrested. On the night that Rosa Parks was 
arrested, civil rights leaders met to plan a citywide 
bus boycott. NAACP leader, E.D. Nixon, elected 

Martin Luther King Jr. to lead 
the boycott. The bus boycott 
lasted 382 days. Both King’s 
and E.D. Nixon’s homes were 
attacked. Finally, the courts 
ruled that bus transportation 
could no longer be segregated. 

31   In January 1957, 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
and 60 ministers and civil 
rights activists founded the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference to organize 
nonviolent protests for civil 
rights. King met with religious 
and civil rights leaders and 
lectured all over the country 

on race-related issues. Martin Luther King Jr. also 
encouraged college students to continue to use 
nonviolent methods during their protests. King 
and 36 students were arrested for peacefully 
staging a sit-in at a lunch counter that refused 
to serve them. By August of 1960, the sit-ins had 
been successful in ending segregation at lunch 
counters in 27 southern cities. 

32 On August 28, 1963, the historic March 
on Washington drew more than 200,000 people 
in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial. It was 
here that King made his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech, emphasizing his belief that 
someday all men could be brothers. This resulted 
in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

“The ultimate measure 
of a man is not 
where he stands 

in moments of comfort 
and convenience, 

but where he stands 
at times of 

challenge and 
controversy.”

1120L

Martin Luther King Jr.
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authorizing the federal government to enforce desegregation of public accommodations and outlawing 
discrimination in publicly owned facilities. This also led to Martin Luther King, Jr. receiving the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 1964. 

Assassination 

33 On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee. A 
single shot fired by James Earl Ray from over 200 feet away at a nearby motel struck King in the neck. 
James Earl Ray assassinated King by firing a rifle from a bathroom window that looked out onto the hotel 
balcony where King was standing. He died one hour after being shot. 

34 James Earl Ray was placed on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitives List. He used a fake name 
and escaped to Canada, stayed for a month, then flew to England. Ray was finally caught on June 8 at 
Heathrow Airport in London, England. Ray pleaded guilty in March 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in 
prison. He died on April 23, 1998.
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1 Have you ever wondered what it is like 
to be an astronaut and travel in space? Before 
traveling to space, astronauts have to go through 
a lot of training and preparations. They have to 
make sure they are prepared to adapt to the 
environment and conditions in space. Astronauts 
participate in mock-ups and simulators to 
practice the different parts of their space trip, 
including launch, docking to the space station, 
releasing satellites, spacewalks, and landing. They 
demonstrate the saying, “practice makes perfect,” 
as they practice all possible scenarios so they are 
fully prepared for their space mission. 

2  While on their mission, astronauts work 
and live in close quarters on the spaceship with 
three to seven people on board. Therefore, air 
management on the ship is very important. The life 
system supports on the International Space Station 
have several important functions. They must 
supply oxygen and remove carbon dioxide from 
the cabin’s atmosphere and prevent gases like 
ammonia and acetone from accumulating inside 
the ship. Without life support systems, breathing 
on the same ship would be very difficult. 

3  On a spaceship, water is a luxury. While 
on board the spaceship, astronauts can only 
take sponge baths. You may be surprised to find 
that the water comes from water distilled from 
places like their crewmates’ breath. Rationing and 
recycling are very important on the International 
Space Station to ensure that there is always 
enough power, clean water, and breathable air. 

4  Astronauts eat three balanced meals a 
day filled with important vitamins and minerals. All 
food must be non-perishable so the food does not 

spoil on the spaceship. Their food is packaged in 
materials that are designed to be flexible and easy 
to use and also in a way that will take up the least 
amount of space as possible to make storing and 
disposing of the containers easier. There is a trash 
compactor on spaceships, so astronauts can throw 
away their packages when they are done eating. 
All spaceships have an oven, so their food can be 
heated properly. Interestingly, salt and pepper on 
the spaceship are in liquid form, so they do not 
float away and clog the air vents on the ship. 

5  Sleeping is also different in space than on 
Earth. Since there is no gravity in space, astronauts 
must strap themselves to a wall, seat, or bunk 
bed when it is time for bed, so they do not float 
around at night and hurt themselves. Typically, 
crew members sleep in sleeping bags. Astronauts 
are typically scheduled to get eight hours of sleep 
each night. However, this can be challenging due 
to the close quarters, motion sickness, or hearing 
other crew members snoring. Every morning 
the Mission Control Center in Texas sends wake 
up music to the crew. They will pick a different 
song each day to send to different astronauts. 
Sometimes families will choose the song to send 
to their family member in space.

6  What do you think about life in space? Do 
you think you would like to experience life as an 
astronaut someday?

1060L
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Source 2: Meteor Shower

7  Have you ever seen a meteor shower? Some peak times to see meteor showers on Earth are 
December, January, April, August, October, and November. Peak viewing times vary depending on the 
year. If there is a full moon around the time of a meteor shower, it may make it difficult to see the meteors. 
If you want to see an amazing show in the sky, mark your calendars so that you can see the beautiful 
spectacle. You will be amazed! 

8  A meteor is a space rock that enters Earth’s atmosphere. Another name for a space rock is a 
meteoroid. As the space rock falls towards Earth, the resistance of the air makes the rock extremely hot, 
and it creates a shooting star. A meteor shower occurs when Earth encounters several meteors at one 
time. 

9  What causes several meteors to fall at once? The answer is comets. Comets orbit the sun just like 
planets. However, comets usually have a more lopsided orbit. When comets get close to the sun, parts 
of their icy surface boil off, and debris, such as dust and particles, fly off the comets. Several times a year, 
when the Earth crosses the orbit of a comet, a bunch of comet debris collides into Earth. As a result, we 
have meteor showers. 

10  You may be thinking debris from comets colliding with Earth sounds dangerous and scary, 
but there is no need to be alarmed. During a meteor shower, the meteoroids are typically the size of 
dust particles to boulders. The majority of the time, they are small enough to burn up in our Earth’s 
atmosphere, so the chance of them hitting Earth’s surface is extremely rare. So, when you see meteor 
showers, stay calm and enjoy the magnificent display of shooting stars. 

11  Interestingly enough, the tails of shooting stars might be seen anywhere in the nightsky, but their 
tails always seem to point back at the same spot in the sky. This happens because meteors are coming 
towards us at the same angle, and when they get closer towards our planet, it starts to look like they are 
getting farther apart. 

12  Be sure to check out the next meteor shower! As you gaze up into the sky, think about all the 
amazing things happening in our solar system that create the sight. Maybe someday you’ll be intrigued to 
work for NASA and learn more about meteors and how they are created.
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WRITING: LESSON 25
Introduction (“I”) Paragraph

Today students will be learning one way to write the “I” paragraph for an informative essay. 
This introduction paragraph has 3-4 sentences. There are many different ways 

to write an introduction paragraph. The key is to make sure you introduce 
the controlling idea and topics that will be discussed in the essay.

Lesson 25

Prompt: Martin Luther King Jr. was an inspirational civil rights leader. Think about what you 
have learned about MLK Jr. Use information from the passages to explain what you have learned 
about Martin Luther King Jr.

Advanced Prompt: Your history teacher has assigned your class research projects about 
influential American leaders. After learning about Martin Luther King Jr.’s life, his legacy, and 
his “I Have a Dream” speech write an informational essay about the importance of his life. Your 
essay must be based on ideas and information that can be found in the “Martin Luther King Jr.” 
passage set. 

Prompt: Inform your reader about space.

Advanced Prompt: Soon, for an astronomical price, the Space X company will begin taking 
tourists into outer space. They have asked you to write an informational article for their website 
that explains what life in outer space will be like. Your article must be based on ideas, examples, 
and information that can be found in the “Space” passage set. 

The following passages and prompts 
will be used in this lesson:

Excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech
Celebrating His Legacy 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The following passages and prompts 
will be used in this lesson:

Life in Space
Meteor Shower
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Model: 
You will be modeling how to write an introduction paragraph with the Martin Luther King Jr. 
passage set today. Continue with the prompt you chose to plan for previously with this class. 

*Please note: all examples included in this lesson are based on the first prompt. 

1. Remind students that the “I” paragraph should be kept short and simple. Today we look at 
one way to write the introduction paragraph.

2. Write the following on the board: 

  “I” paragraph   
 1 Hook 
 2 3 Reasons/Topics 
 3 Closing Statement 

3. Let’s start with the first sentence. This is called your hook. This is where you want to “hook” 
your reader and catch their attention. If you start with a boring sentence, your reader is not 
going to be interested. There are many different types of hooks you can use when writing 
an informative essay. 

4. Write on board: 

 Different Types of Hooks for Informative Writing: 
 • Question 
 • Restate the prompt
 • Strong statement 
 • Anecdote
 • Fact/Definition
 • Quote/Paraphrase

 Make an anchor chart of different types of hooks.
 
5. Let’s take a look at the passages, prompt and plan about Martin Luther King Jr. that we 

worked on the other day. 
 
6. Look at the prompt and review the different ways to write a hook. Remind students that we 

can ask a question in many ways. 
 - How much do you really know about Martin Luther King Jr.? 
 - Who is one of the most influential civil rights leaders in American history?

7.  We could also restate the prompt in a different way. 
 - Martin Luther King Jr. was an inspirational civil rights leader in American history. 
 - Learning about Martin Luther King Jr. inspires me to make a difference. 

Lesson 25

Teachers: Please note that there are many different ways 
to write an introduction paragraph. This is just one way. 

Feel free to call these sentences something different, 
add sentences, or change the order. The goal is to have 

3-5 sentences and to introduce the topic.
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8.  We could just make a statement about the topic we are about to write about. 
 - Most people do not realize exactly how important Martin Luther King Jr. was to the Civil 

Rights Movement. 
 
9. We could even paraphrase a fact or definition from the passages. 
 - The author of the article Martin Luther King Jr. wrote that Martin Luther King Jr. 

received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. 

10. Take a look at our planning for the prompt:

   I Martin Luther King Jr.   

 T1 Life a. Early Life b. Assassination 
 T2 Civil Rights a. I Have a Dream Speech b. Making a difference 
 T3 Legacy a. National Holiday b. Memorial 

 C Martin Luther King Jr. 

11. Which hook do you want to use? (Pick one as a class and write it on the board or document 
camera.) 

 
 ***When writing the “I” paragraph, make sure you are color-coding each sentence. For 

example, write the Hook in red, the 3 topics sentence in blue, and the closing statement in 
green. This way students can visually see the 3 parts of the “I” paragraph. 

12. The next sentence for “I” is the “3 Topics sentence.” For informative prompts they are NOT 
reasons, they are topics. 

 
 This is where you state your three topics. What are our three topics? (They should answer – 

Life, Civil Rights, and Legacy.) 
 
13. Our second sentence will look something like this – Some interesting things about Martin 

Luther King Jr. are his remarkable life, his leadership during the Civil Rights Movement, 
and his legacy after his death. 

 
14. Our last sentence is called our closing statement. This is a general statement about your 

topic. For this sentence, you can also take words/sentences from the passages…just make 
sure we put them in your own words. (Do not copy word-for-word!) Let me give you some 
examples: 

 - We should continue to honor his memory. 
 - Martin Luther King Jr. is an American hero. 

15. As a class, let’s decide what our closing statement is going to be. 

Lesson 25
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Lesson 25

16. Now let’s put it all together and check it. 
 - Do we have a Hook? 
 - Did we state our 3 Topics sentence? 
 - Do we have a Closing Statement? 
 
 Here is an example of what our final “I” paragraph should look like:
 
 Martin Luther King Jr. was an inspirational civil rights leader in American history. 
Some interesting things about Martin Luther King Jr. are his remarkable life, his leadership 
during the civil rights movement, and his legacy after his death. Martin Luther King Jr. is an 
American hero. 

Guided Practice: 
17. Hand out the “I” paragraph worksheet titled “Guided Practice” in the left-hand corner. 
 
18. Guide the students to complete an Introduction for the “Space” passage set the students 

read and planned for the other day. You will guide them by saying:
 - What sentence comes first in this type of Introduction paragraph? (Hook)
 - What kind of hooks can we use? (Refer to list on board)
  - Now choose one type and create a hook for your paragraph.
  - What sentence comes next? (3 topics sentence)
 - Excellent, now write your 3 topics sentences.
  - What type of sentence do we write last in this Introduction paragraph format? (closing 

statement)
 - Perfect, now write your closing statement. 
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Guided Practice Name: ______________________________
Directions: Circle the prompt your class has chosen to write about. Then write an introduction 
paragraph for the plan you previously created.

“I” Paragraph

Prompt: Inform your reader about space.

Advanced Prompt: Soon, for an astronomical price, the Space X company will begin taking 
tourists into outer space. They have asked you to write an informational article for their website 
that explains what life in outer space will be like. Your article must be based on ideas, examples, 

and information that can be found in the “Space” passage set. 

Write the “I” paragraph:

Lesson 25
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1  Five score years ago, a great American, in 
whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree 
came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of 
Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of 
withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end 
the long night of their captivity.  

2  And there is something that I must say to my 
people, who stand on the warm threshold which leads 
into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining 
our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful 
deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom 
by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We 
must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of 
dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative 
protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and 
again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting 
physical force with soul force. 

3  We cannot walk alone. 

4 And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. 

5 We cannot turn back. 

6 Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends. 

7 And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a 
dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

8  I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.” 

9  I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

10  I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of 
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

11  I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. 

Excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech

1120L



Top Score Writing – Grade 8

8 Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2020 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

1120L

“Excerpt from the ‘I Have a Dream’ Speech” written for educational purposes.

12  I have a dream today! 

13  I have a dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his 
lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, one day right there in Alabama little black 
boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 

14  I have a dream today! 

15 I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made 
low. The rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight. And the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. 

16  This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. 

17  With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With 
this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 
brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to 
go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. 

18  This will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning: 

19  My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the 
Pilgrim’s pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring! 

20  And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 

21  And when this happens, and when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every 
village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all 
of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to 
join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, 

22  “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”
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National Holiday  

23 Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a national holiday marking the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. It 
is observed on the third Monday of January each year, which is around King’s birthday, January 15. Only 
two other figures have national holidays in the U.S. honoring them: George Washington and Christopher 
Columbus.

24  Honoring Martin Luther King Jr. with a national holiday was not easy. It took 15 years to create 
the holiday. The campaign for a federal holiday in King’s honor began soon after his assassination in 
1968. President Ronald Reagan did not sign the holiday into law until 1983, and it was first observed 
three years later in 1986. At first, some states resisted observing the holiday. They gave it alternative 
names or combined it with other holidays. It was not until 2000 that Martin Luther King Jr. Day was 
officially observed in all 50 states for the first time. 

National Memorial 

25 The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial is located in Washington, D.C. The memorial covers four 
acres and includes a granite statue of Martin Luther King Jr. carved by sculptor Lei Yixin. The memorial 
opened to the public on August 22, 2011. The official address of the monument, 1964 Independence 
Avenue SW, commemorates the year the Civil Rights Act of 1964 became law. 

26  The centerpiece for the memorial is based on a quote from King’s “I Have A Dream” speech: “Out 
of a mountain of despair, a stone of hope.” A 30-foot high statue of King is named the Stone of Hope. It 
stands past two other pieces of granite that symbolize the “Mountain of Despair.” When visitors come to 
the memorial, they pass through the Mountain of Despair on the way to the Stone of Hope, symbolically 
moving through the struggle as Dr. King did during his life. In addition to the statue, a 450-foot long 
inscription wall includes 14 memorable quotes from King’s sermons and speeches. 

27  The statue of Martin Luther King Jr. was positioned so that he is looking over the water toward 
the horizon. The cherry trees around the memorial bloom every year during the anniversary of King’s 
death. Although this is not the first memorial to an African American in Washington, D.C., King is the 
first African American honored with a memorial on or near the National Mall, and only the fourth non-
President to have a memorial.

Celebrating His Legacy

“Celebrating His Legacy” written for educational purposes.
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Early Life 

28 Martin Luther King Jr. was born as 
Michael King Jr. on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Martin Luther King Jr. was the middle 
child of Michael King Sr. and Alberta Williams 
King. Martin Luther King Jr.’s father, Michael 
King Sr., was also a successful 
minister. He changed his name 
to Martin Luther King Sr. in 
honor of a German religious 
leader named Martin Luther. 
Later on, Michael Jr. followed 
his father’s lead and changed 
his name to Martin Luther King 
Jr. Martin had one older sister 
and one younger brother. The 
King children grew up in a 
secure and loving environment 
but did experience racism in 
Atlanta. 

29 King attended 
Morehouse College. He 
earned a sociology degree 
in 1948. Next, he attended Crozer Theological 
Seminary School in Chester, Pennsylvania. He 
was valedictorian of his class in 1951 and elected 
student body president. King then got his 
doctorate degree from Boston University, where 
he met Coretta Scott. She was studying at the 
New England Conservatory School in Boston. 
They were married in June 1953 and had four 
children: Yolanda, Martin Luther King III, Dexter 
Scott, and Bernice. 

Civil Rights Movement 

30 On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks 
boarded the bus to go home from work when the 

bus driver demanded that Parks and several other 
African Americans give up their seats. Three other 
African American passengers reluctantly gave 
up their places, but Parks refused. Rosa Parks 
was arrested. On the night that Rosa Parks was 
arrested, civil rights leaders met to plan a citywide 
bus boycott. NAACP leader, E.D. Nixon, elected 

Martin Luther King Jr. to lead 
the boycott. The bus boycott 
lasted 382 days. Both King’s 
and E.D. Nixon’s homes were 
attacked. Finally, the courts 
ruled that bus transportation 
could no longer be segregated. 

31   In January 1957, 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
and 60 ministers and civil 
rights activists founded the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference to organize 
nonviolent protests for civil 
rights. King met with religious 
and civil rights leaders and 
lectured all over the country 

on race-related issues. Martin Luther King Jr. also 
encouraged college students to continue to use 
nonviolent methods during their protests. King 
and 36 students were arrested for peacefully 
staging a sit-in at a lunch counter that refused 
to serve them. By August of 1960, the sit-ins had 
been successful in ending segregation at lunch 
counters in 27 southern cities. 

32 On August 28, 1963, the historic March 
on Washington drew more than 200,000 people 
in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial. It was 
here that King made his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech, emphasizing his belief that 
someday all men could be brothers. This resulted 
in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

“The ultimate measure 
of a man is not 
where he stands 

in moments of comfort 
and convenience, 

but where he stands 
at times of 

challenge and 
controversy.”

1120L

Martin Luther King Jr.
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authorizing the federal government to enforce desegregation of public accommodations and outlawing 
discrimination in publicly owned facilities. This also led to Martin Luther King, Jr. receiving the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 1964. 

Assassination 

33 On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee. A 
single shot fired by James Earl Ray from over 200 feet away at a nearby motel struck King in the neck. 
James Earl Ray assassinated King by firing a rifle from a bathroom window that looked out onto the hotel 
balcony where King was standing. He died one hour after being shot. 

34 James Earl Ray was placed on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitives List. He used a fake name 
and escaped to Canada, stayed for a month, then flew to England. Ray was finally caught on June 8 at 
Heathrow Airport in London, England. Ray pleaded guilty in March 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in 
prison. He died on April 23, 1998.
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1 Have you ever wondered what it is like 
to be an astronaut and travel in space? Before 
traveling to space, astronauts have to go through 
a lot of training and preparations. They have to 
make sure they are prepared to adapt to the 
environment and conditions in space. Astronauts 
participate in mock-ups and simulators to 
practice the different parts of their space trip, 
including launch, docking to the space station, 
releasing satellites, spacewalks, and landing. They 
demonstrate the saying, “practice makes perfect,” 
as they practice all possible scenarios so they are 
fully prepared for their space mission. 

2  While on their mission, astronauts work 
and live in close quarters on the spaceship with 
three to seven people on board. Therefore, air 
management on the ship is very important. The life 
system supports on the International Space Station 
have several important functions. They must 
supply oxygen and remove carbon dioxide from 
the cabin’s atmosphere and prevent gases like 
ammonia and acetone from accumulating inside 
the ship. Without life support systems, breathing 
on the same ship would be very difficult. 

3  On a spaceship, water is a luxury. While 
on board the spaceship, astronauts can only 
take sponge baths. You may be surprised to find 
that the water comes from water distilled from 
places like their crewmates’ breath. Rationing and 
recycling are very important on the International 
Space Station to ensure that there is always 
enough power, clean water, and breathable air. 

4  Astronauts eat three balanced meals a 
day filled with important vitamins and minerals. All 
food must be non-perishable so the food does not 

spoil on the spaceship. Their food is packaged in 
materials that are designed to be flexible and easy 
to use and also in a way that will take up the least 
amount of space as possible to make storing and 
disposing of the containers easier. There is a trash 
compactor on spaceships, so astronauts can throw 
away their packages when they are done eating. 
All spaceships have an oven, so their food can be 
heated properly. Interestingly, salt and pepper on 
the spaceship are in liquid form, so they do not 
float away and clog the air vents on the ship. 

5  Sleeping is also different in space than on 
Earth. Since there is no gravity in space, astronauts 
must strap themselves to a wall, seat, or bunk 
bed when it is time for bed, so they do not float 
around at night and hurt themselves. Typically, 
crew members sleep in sleeping bags. Astronauts 
are typically scheduled to get eight hours of sleep 
each night. However, this can be challenging due 
to the close quarters, motion sickness, or hearing 
other crew members snoring. Every morning 
the Mission Control Center in Texas sends wake 
up music to the crew. They will pick a different 
song each day to send to different astronauts. 
Sometimes families will choose the song to send 
to their family member in space.

6  What do you think about life in space? Do 
you think you would like to experience life as an 
astronaut someday?

1060L

“Life in Space” written for educational purposes.

Source 1: Life in Space
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Source 2: Meteor Shower

7  Have you ever seen a meteor shower? Some peak times to see meteor showers on Earth are 
December, January, April, August, October, and November. Peak viewing times vary depending on the 
year. If there is a full moon around the time of a meteor shower, it may make it difficult to see the meteors. 
If you want to see an amazing show in the sky, mark your calendars so that you can see the beautiful 
spectacle. You will be amazed! 

8  A meteor is a space rock that enters Earth’s atmosphere. Another name for a space rock is a 
meteoroid. As the space rock falls towards Earth, the resistance of the air makes the rock extremely hot, 
and it creates a shooting star. A meteor shower occurs when Earth encounters several meteors at one 
time. 

9  What causes several meteors to fall at once? The answer is comets. Comets orbit the sun just like 
planets. However, comets usually have a more lopsided orbit. When comets get close to the sun, parts 
of their icy surface boil off, and debris, such as dust and particles, fly off the comets. Several times a year, 
when the Earth crosses the orbit of a comet, a bunch of comet debris collides into Earth. As a result, we 
have meteor showers. 

10  You may be thinking debris from comets colliding with Earth sounds dangerous and scary, 
but there is no need to be alarmed. During a meteor shower, the meteoroids are typically the size of 
dust particles to boulders. The majority of the time, they are small enough to burn up in our Earth’s 
atmosphere, so the chance of them hitting Earth’s surface is extremely rare. So, when you see meteor 
showers, stay calm and enjoy the magnificent display of shooting stars. 

11  Interestingly enough, the tails of shooting stars might be seen anywhere in the nightsky, but their 
tails always seem to point back at the same spot in the sky. This happens because meteors are coming 
towards us at the same angle, and when they get closer towards our planet, it starts to look like they are 
getting farther apart. 

12  Be sure to check out the next meteor shower! As you gaze up into the sky, think about all the 
amazing things happening in our solar system that create the sight. Maybe someday you’ll be intrigued to 
work for NASA and learn more about meteors and how they are created.
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Model: 
You will be creating two anchor charts today. 

1. The first is a collection of EBT phrases. We will be giving some examples of Evidence-
Based Terminology in this lesson. You may also want to do a Google search on “evidence-
based terminology” and compile a list of additional EBT phrases and add them to the 
anchor chart over the next few days.

 Anchor Chart Example: Evidence-Based Terminology Examples
 • According to ______________, …
 • The author of _______________ states,…
 • The passage ________________ says,…
 • It clearly states in ________________ that….
 • The text ____________________ mentions…

WRITING: LESSON 27
Referencing Sources

Today students will be learning how to properly reference sources when using information from 
the passages. Whether students quote or paraphrase evidence from the passages 

they must always state the source they are getting information from. 

The following passages will be used in this lesson:

Excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech 
Celebrating His Legacy 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Lesson 27

There are a variety of ways of doing this. Today we will learn how to use Evidence-Based 
Terminology (EBT). Evidenced Based Terminology is the words and phrases to show we got 
the information from the text. You do not have to use these words and phrases for every A 
and B sentence! You do want to use at least one of these words or phrases in each middle 
paragraph. 
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2. The second anchor chart shows the ways students may reference sources. 

 Anchor Chart Example: Referencing Your Source
 • Title. Reference the title of the article.
 • Source Number: Reference the source number only if there is a source number 

stated at the top of the passage. 
 • Author: State the author of the source.
 • Page Number/Paragraph Number: State the page number and paragraph number. 

 When citing sources students will use one of the EBT phrases with the specific passage 
title, source #, author, or page # and paragraph #. That way they are citing the exact source 
they are getting the information from. If the passages are titled as Source 1 and Source 2, 
they must cite by stating the exact source from where the information was taken.

3. Show students how to use these phrases by including either the title, source #, author, or 
page # and paragraph # of the article. Make sure they understand that EBT phrases can be 
used at the beginning or end of a quote or paraphrase. Encourage students to use different 
ones throughout their essay to create variety.

 
 Examples of quotes with EBT from “Martin Luther King Jr.” passage set:

 The text “Celebrating His Legacy” states, “Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a national holiday 
marking the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr.”

 “NAACP leader, E.D. Nixon, elected Martin Luther King Jr. to lead the boycott,” according 
to the article “Martin Luther King Jr.” 

 Page 9, paragraph 25 mentions, “The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial is located in 
Washington, DC.”

Think Aloud:
 • Students must be specific when referencing their sources. They cannot just say “In the 

text…” They need to be specific by stating the title, author, source or page number and 
paragraph number. Model this with examples and non-examples during your lesson. 
Explicitly show them the difference between EBT without a title, author, source number, 
etc (which is wrong) and EBT with a title, author, source number, etc (which is correct).

Guided Practice: 
4. Practice together using the “Guided Practice” worksheet and the following quote.
 
 “On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, 

Tennessee.” 

Lesson 27
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5. Work together to include EBT at the beginning of this quote. There can be many variations. 

 Examples: 

 - As stated by the author of “Martin Luther King Jr, “On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King 
Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee.”

 - According to page 9, paragraph 27, “On April 4, 1968 Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to 
death at a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee.”

6. Take the same quote and work together to use EBT at the end of the quote. 

 Examples: 

 “On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, 
Tennessee,” says the author of “Martin Luther King Jr.” 

 “On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, 
Tennessee,” mentions the passage “Martin Luther King Jr.”

Independent Practice:
7. Have students complete the “Independent Practice” worksheet alone. Review the variations 

of ways to add EBT to the quote provided. Remind them they can use EBT at the beginning 
or end of the evidence. They can cite the author, title, source number or page and paragraph 
number. 

 Review answers at the end. Be sure to show both examples and non-examples and explain 
why the non-examples are incorrect. Model revising the non-examples into correct 
examples. 

Homework:
8. Have students complete the homework.
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Guided Practice Name: ______________________________

Referencing Sources: Evidence-Based Terminology

“On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death 
at a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee.”

Directions: Use the quote provided from “Martin Luther King Jr.” and add EBT to the beginning 
of the quote to properly reference the source. 

Directions: Use the quote provided from “Martin Luther King Jr.” and add EBT to the end of the 
quote to properly reference the source. 

The following passages will be used in this activity:

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Lesson 27
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Independent Practice Name: ______________________________

Referencing Sources: Evidence-Based Terminology

“Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last.”

Directions: Use the quote provided from “I Have a Dream” and add EBT to the beginning of the 
quote to properly reference the source. 

Directions: Use the quote provided from “I Have a Dream” and add EBT to the end of the quote 
to properly reference the source. 

The following passages will be used in this activity:

Excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech

Lesson 27
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Homework Name: ______________________________

Referencing Sources: Evidence-Based Terminology

“When visitors come to the memorial, they pass through the Mountain of Despair 
on the way to the Stone of Hope, symbolically moving through the 

struggle as Dr. King did during his life.”

Directions: Use the quote provided from “Celebrating His Legacy” and add EBT to the 
beginning of the quote to properly reference the source. 

Directions: Use the quote provided from “Celebrating His Legacy” and add EBT to the end of 
the quote to properly reference the source. 

The following passages will be used in this activity:

Celebrating His Legacy
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1  Five score years ago, a great American, in 
whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree 
came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of 
Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of 
withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end 
the long night of their captivity.  

2  And there is something that I must say to my 
people, who stand on the warm threshold which leads 
into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining 
our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful 
deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom 
by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We 
must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of 
dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative 
protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and 
again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting 
physical force with soul force. 

3  We cannot walk alone. 

4 And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. 

5 We cannot turn back. 

6 Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends. 

7 And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a 
dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

8  I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.” 

9  I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

10  I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of 
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

11  I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. 

Excerpt from the “I Have a Dream” Speech

1120L
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“Excerpt from the ‘I Have a Dream’ Speech” written for educational purposes.

12  I have a dream today! 

13  I have a dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his 
lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, one day right there in Alabama little black 
boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 

14  I have a dream today! 

15 I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made 
low. The rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight. And the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. 

16  This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. 

17  With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With 
this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 
brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to 
go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. 

18  This will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning: 

19  My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the 
Pilgrim’s pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring! 

20  And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 

21  And when this happens, and when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every 
village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all 
of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to 
join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, 

22  “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”
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National Holiday  

23 Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a national holiday marking the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. It 
is observed on the third Monday of January each year, which is around King’s birthday, January 15. Only 
two other figures have national holidays in the U.S. honoring them: George Washington and Christopher 
Columbus.

24  Honoring Martin Luther King Jr. with a national holiday was not easy. It took 15 years to create 
the holiday. The campaign for a federal holiday in King’s honor began soon after his assassination in 
1968. President Ronald Reagan did not sign the holiday into law until 1983, and it was first observed 
three years later in 1986. At first, some states resisted observing the holiday. They gave it alternative 
names or combined it with other holidays. It was not until 2000 that Martin Luther King Jr. Day was 
officially observed in all 50 states for the first time. 

National Memorial 

25 The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial is located in Washington, D.C. The memorial covers four 
acres and includes a granite statue of Martin Luther King Jr. carved by sculptor Lei Yixin. The memorial 
opened to the public on August 22, 2011. The official address of the monument, 1964 Independence 
Avenue SW, commemorates the year the Civil Rights Act of 1964 became law. 

26  The centerpiece for the memorial is based on a quote from King’s “I Have A Dream” speech: “Out 
of a mountain of despair, a stone of hope.” A 30-foot high statue of King is named the Stone of Hope. It 
stands past two other pieces of granite that symbolize the “Mountain of Despair.” When visitors come to 
the memorial, they pass through the Mountain of Despair on the way to the Stone of Hope, symbolically 
moving through the struggle as Dr. King did during his life. In addition to the statue, a 450-foot long 
inscription wall includes 14 memorable quotes from King’s sermons and speeches. 

27  The statue of Martin Luther King Jr. was positioned so that he is looking over the water toward 
the horizon. The cherry trees around the memorial bloom every year during the anniversary of King’s 
death. Although this is not the first memorial to an African American in Washington, D.C., King is the 
first African American honored with a memorial on or near the National Mall, and only the fourth non-
President to have a memorial.

Celebrating His Legacy

“Celebrating His Legacy” written for educational purposes.
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Early Life 

28 Martin Luther King Jr. was born as 
Michael King Jr. on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Martin Luther King Jr. was the middle 
child of Michael King Sr. and Alberta Williams 
King. Martin Luther King Jr.’s father, Michael 
King Sr., was also a successful 
minister. He changed his name 
to Martin Luther King Sr. in 
honor of a German religious 
leader named Martin Luther. 
Later on, Michael Jr. followed 
his father’s lead and changed 
his name to Martin Luther King 
Jr. Martin had one older sister 
and one younger brother. The 
King children grew up in a 
secure and loving environment 
but did experience racism in 
Atlanta. 

29 King attended 
Morehouse College. He 
earned a sociology degree 
in 1948. Next, he attended Crozer Theological 
Seminary School in Chester, Pennsylvania. He 
was valedictorian of his class in 1951 and elected 
student body president. King then got his 
doctorate degree from Boston University, where 
he met Coretta Scott. She was studying at the 
New England Conservatory School in Boston. 
They were married in June 1953 and had four 
children: Yolanda, Martin Luther King III, Dexter 
Scott, and Bernice. 

Civil Rights Movement 

30 On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks 
boarded the bus to go home from work when the 

bus driver demanded that Parks and several other 
African Americans give up their seats. Three other 
African American passengers reluctantly gave 
up their places, but Parks refused. Rosa Parks 
was arrested. On the night that Rosa Parks was 
arrested, civil rights leaders met to plan a citywide 
bus boycott. NAACP leader, E.D. Nixon, elected 

Martin Luther King Jr. to lead 
the boycott. The bus boycott 
lasted 382 days. Both King’s 
and E.D. Nixon’s homes were 
attacked. Finally, the courts 
ruled that bus transportation 
could no longer be segregated. 

31   In January 1957, 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
and 60 ministers and civil 
rights activists founded the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference to organize 
nonviolent protests for civil 
rights. King met with religious 
and civil rights leaders and 
lectured all over the country 

on race-related issues. Martin Luther King Jr. also 
encouraged college students to continue to use 
nonviolent methods during their protests. King 
and 36 students were arrested for peacefully 
staging a sit-in at a lunch counter that refused 
to serve them. By August of 1960, the sit-ins had 
been successful in ending segregation at lunch 
counters in 27 southern cities. 

32 On August 28, 1963, the historic March 
on Washington drew more than 200,000 people 
in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial. It was 
here that King made his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech, emphasizing his belief that 
someday all men could be brothers. This resulted 
in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

“The ultimate measure 
of a man is not 
where he stands 

in moments of comfort 
and convenience, 

but where he stands 
at times of 

challenge and 
controversy.”

1120L

Martin Luther King Jr.
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“Martin Luther King Jr.” written for educational purposes.

authorizing the federal government to enforce desegregation of public accommodations and outlawing 
discrimination in publicly owned facilities. This also led to Martin Luther King, Jr. receiving the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 1964. 

Assassination 

33 On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot to death at a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee. A 
single shot fired by James Earl Ray from over 200 feet away at a nearby motel struck King in the neck. 
James Earl Ray assassinated King by firing a rifle from a bathroom window that looked out onto the hotel 
balcony where King was standing. He died one hour after being shot. 

34 James Earl Ray was placed on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitives List. He used a fake name 
and escaped to Canada, stayed for a month, then flew to England. Ray was finally caught on June 8 at 
Heathrow Airport in London, England. Ray pleaded guilty in March 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in 
prison. He died on April 23, 1998.
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Lesson 29

 *Note to teachers: All examples included in this lesson are based on the plan below 
responding to the Advanced Prompt. 

I  what makes a leader
T1 bravery  a. arrested  b. bus boycott
T2 perseverance   a. relocated  b. Planned Parenthood
T3 initiative   a. Institute   b. author 
C what makes a leader

Model:
1. Up until now, we have been working on basic middle paragraphs. We learned that all 3 

middle paragraphs should have a “T” sentence, 3-4A sentences, and 3-4B sentences. We are 
still going to keep this structure. 

2. Now we are going to work on having 4-6 sentences about A and 4-6 sentences about B. 

3. Instead of just taking information from the text and making our own 4-6A and 4-6B 
sentences, we are now going to write quotes, paraphrase information, and include some of 
our own thoughts and ideas. These are called elaborative techniques. In middle school, you 
have to use these throughout your essay to get a passing score. 

4. Today’s lesson is just going to be an overview. I want you to see what a full middle 
paragraph looks like using quotes, paraphrases, and own ideas. Then over the next few 
days, I will teach you how to do each of these. 

WRITING: LESSON 29
Middle Paragraphs – Overview

Today the students will be learning how to write more advanced middle paragraphs 
using a variety of elaborative techniques. 

Prompt: Write an informational essay about Rosa Parks.

Advanced Prompt: Your English class has been reading biographies about prominent people in 
American history.  Using information and examples found in the “Rosa Parks” passage set, write 
an explanatory essay about what it means to be a leader.

The following passages and prompts 
will be used in this lesson:

Who was Rosa Parks?
Montgomery Bus Boycott

Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott
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5. Let’s take a look at a basic example essay about Rosa Parks using the articles listed above. 

6. If you look at the middle paragraphs, we have a topic sentence (red), 4-6 sentences about A 
(blue), and 4-6 sentences about B (green). 

7. Just like in Section 1 of the curriculum, our middle paragraphs should have a topic 
sentence, then 4-6 sentences about your A (from planning), and 4-6 sentences about B 
(from planning). 

8. Now let’s look at the essay titled “Advanced Essay.” 

9. Without reading any of the words, just look at the colors. The sentences highlighted in 
blue are quotes, in green are paraphrases, and in pink are our own thoughts and ideas. This 
is only done in our middle paragraphs. We still have 4-6 about A and 4-6 about B, but we 
wrote them as quotes, paraphrases, or our own ideas. 

 Blue – QUOTES 
 Green – PARAPHRASES 
 Pink – OWN THOUGHTS and IDEAS 

10. Let’s study this for a few minutes. Point out the following things to students: 
 • There is a balance between quotes, paraphrases, and own ideas. You don’t want to see 

too many quotes or too much paraphrasing (too much of one color). There needs to be a 
balance! 

 • Every time there is a quote or paraphrase there is a reference to the source. Sometimes 
there is EBT, sometimes there is not. 

 • When writing our own thoughts and ideas we do not reference a source. 
 • Quotes have quotation marks around the part of the text that was quoted. 
 • Own thoughts and ideas often, but not always, come after quotes or after paraphrases. 

They are not random thoughts or ideas. They are thoughts and ideas ABOUT the quote 
or paraphrased information. Own thoughts and ideas are more than one sentence long. 

 • Look at the second blue quote about the bus boycott. Read that quote. Now right after that 
are my own thoughts/ideas about that quote in pink. They are not from the text, they are 
just MY own thoughts/ideas about what the quote stated. 

 • Look in the third middle paragraph at the blue quote. Right after the quote is a 
paraphrase. Read the quote and the paraphrase. After both, I gave some thoughts about 
what they said. 

 • You don’t always have to put a thought/idea after quotes and paraphrases, but you should 
try to do so most of the time if it makes sense and flows with the essay. 

 • In T1, you can see that after my fifth green sentence, I did not put a thought/idea. I went 
right into a quote. 

 • You will also notice some sentences don’t have a color. Those sentences are not quotes, 
paraphrases, or own thoughts/ideas. Those are just sentences that introduce the topic. For 
the first sentence about “A”, you just want to introduce what your “A” is. This is the same 
with the first sentence about “B.” 

 • The rule to follow is 1-2 quotes per middle paragraph. The rest is a balance of paraphrases 
and own thoughts and ideas. Try to paraphrase two times in each middle paragraph. 
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11. Over the next few days, we will be talking about quotes, paraphrases, and own ideas. Then 
we will start practicing writing our middle paragraphs using these elaborative techniques.

 

Review: 
 • Teachers, please emphasize to students that in order to score a 4, the highest score 

for evidence and elaboration, the FSA rubric states their essay must have “smoothly 
integrated, thorough, and relevant evidence, including precise references to sources.” 

 • A and B sentences should be quotes, paraphrases, and own thoughts and ideas. 
 • There should be a balance of quotes, paraphrases, and own thoughts and ideas. 
 • Only 1-2 quotes per middle paragraph (avoid “over quoting”). 
 • Own thoughts/ideas should be more than one sentence long. 
 • You must reference the source when writing a quote or paraphrase. 

Homework:
12. Hand out the homework assignment. 



Top Score Writing – Grade 8

166 Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2020 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

Lesson 29

Document Camera Name: ______________________________

Basic Essay

Prompt: Your English class has been reading biographies about prominent people in American 
history. Using information and examples found in the “Rosa Parks” passage set, write an 

explanatory essay about what it means to be a leader.

Every significant change that has occurred in history has started with a few special 
people. People that had the courage to stand up and take action when they saw something 
happening that they thought was wrong. We call these people leaders. A leader is a person 
like Rosa Parks who is brave even when they are scared; someone who perseveres when most 
everyone else would give up. A leader shows initiative to do the right thing, to make a change.

To begin with, to be a leader a person must be courageous. Rosa Parks grew up in 
the 1950s during the time of segregation. As a young black girl she was not allowed the 
same privileges as white children. One example of this is when she rode the bus. Anytime 
she was on the bus she had to go sit in the back and if a white person got on a full bus she 
had to give up her seat and stand instead. One day Rosa Parks decided that she had to take 
a stand against this unfair treatment. She refused to give up her seat to a white person and 
was immediately arrested. Her brave action caused a chain reaction in the African American 
community. In response to her arrest the NAACP organized a bus boycott to protest the 
unjustness of the bus rule. Black people all across America promised to not ride the city bus 
until the segregation law was repealed. It is remarkable to see how the bravery of one young 
woman spread to so many others and inspired them to fight for what is right. Her action 
shows that Rosa Parks is a true leader because she was the first one to stand up all alone and 
demand equality. As Rosa Parks demonstrated, one of the defining characteristics of a leader 
is bravery.

Another characteristic that often follows bravery in a leader is perseverance. After 
the bus boycott ended Rosa Parks and her husband were both fired from their jobs because 
they continued to fight for equal rights. They tried to find other jobs in Montgomery but 
no one would hire them. It is easy to imagine that most people would simply have given up 
at this point. It must have been terribly difficult to be hated by so many and unable to earn 
enough money to feed your family. But even faced with this hardship Rosa Parks did not give 
up. She and her husband moved to Detroit to explore other options. In Detroit she continued 
to fight for equality for people of all races and genders. She took a job working with Planned 
Parenthood and later even served on its board of directors. Choosing such a demanding new 
job shows the strength of Rosa’s character and her unfailing perseverance to bettering the 
lives of others. Her actions show that she was a true leader and that she always looked for 
opportunities to help those without power. Even when they face setbacks, leaders will always 
choose to continue to strive to reach their goal.
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In addition to bravery and perseverance, a leader must also take initiative. “In 1987, 
Rosa and her friend Elaine Steele founded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self 
Development.” This institute provided bus tours of the route of the Underground Railroad. 
It is interesting to see how Rosa chose to combine two significant events, the Underground 
Railroad and the bus boycotts, into a tour to ensure they were not forgotten. Both events 
were crucial for African Americans’ fight for equality and Rosa created an institute to remind 
the younger population of their history. Later, Rosa wrote two books about growing up and 
overcoming segregation. Through her books Rosa shared the difficulties she experienced 
from discrimination and her fight for equality. Through these actions Rosa seemed 
determined to record history and share it with the next generation of African Americans. She 
showed initiative to not only change inequalities but to record them so her and others’ actions 
were never forgotten. Rosa Parks’ willingness to initiate change is one of the main reasons she 
was such a remarkable leader. 

A leader is a person who has a unique skill set. As an African American woman born 
in 1913 Rosa Parks was unlikely to ever have the power to lead or even to have the freedom to 
make many of her own decisions. However, by combining bravery, perseverance and initiative 
she proved herself to be a remarkable leader. Rosa Parks will forever be remembered as one of 
the greatest people of her generation. Her leadership helped to change the lives of all African 
Americans by helping lead the fight for equal rights. 
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Advanced Essay

Prompt: Your English class has been reading biographies about prominent people in American 
history. Using information and examples found in the “Rosa Parks” passage set, 

write an explanatory essay about what it means to be a leader.

Every significant change that has occurred in history has started with a few special 
people. People that had the courage to stand up and take action when they saw something 
happening that they thought was wrong. We call these people leaders. A leader is a person 
like Rosa Parks who is brave even when they are scared; someone who perseveres when most 
everyone else would give up. A leader shows initiative to do the right thing, to make a change.

To begin with, to be a leader a person must be courageous. Rosa Parks grew up in 
the 1950s during the time of segregation. As a young black girl she was not allowed the 
same privileges as white children (Source 1). One example of this is when she rode the bus. 
Anytime she was on the bus she had to go sit in the back and if a white person got on a full 
bus she had to give up her seat and stand instead. According to the article “Montegomery 
Bus Boycott,” “She and other African Americans were fed up with the segregation.” So she 
decided to take a stand refused to give up her seat to a white person and was immediately 
arrested. Her brave action caused a chain reaction in the African American community. In 
response to her arrest the NAACP organized a bus boycott to protest the unjustness of the 
bus rule. Page 16, paragraph 9 states, “The boycott was to no longer ride the city bus for as 
long as it took to change the segregation law.” It is remarkable to see how the bravery of 
one young woman spread to so many others and inspired them to fight for what is right. Her 
actions show that Rosa Parks is a true leader because she was the first one to stand up all 
alone and demand equality. As Rosa Parks demonstrated, one of the defining characteristics 
of a leader is bravery.

Another characteristic that often follows bravery in a leader is perseverance. After 
the bus boycott ended Rosa Parks was let go from her job because she continued to fight 
for equal rights. “Rosa Parks’ husband was also fired from his job due to him supporting his 
wife and the ongoing court case from the boycott on the Montgomery city bus,” according to 
the article “Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott”. It is easy to imagine that most people 
would simply have given up at this point. It must have been terribly difficult to be hated 
by so many and unable to earn enough money to feed your family. But even faced with this 
hardship Rosa Parks did not give up. She and her husband moved to Detroit to explore other 
options. In Detroit she continued to fight for equality for people of all races and genders. 
Source 3 explains how she took a job working with Planned Parenthood and later even served 
on its board of directors. Choosing such a demanding new job shows the strength of Rosa’s 
character and her unfailing perseverance to bettering the lives of others. Her actions show 
that she was a true leader and that she always looked for opportunities to help those without 
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power. Even when they face setbacks, leaders will always choose to continue to strive to reach 
their goal.

In addition to bravery and perseverance, a leader must also take initiative. “In 1987, 
Rosa and her friend Elaine Steele founded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self-
Development,” (Page 17, paragraph 12). This institute provided bus tours of the route of the 
Underground Railroad. It is interesting to see how Rosa chose to combine two significant 
events, the Underground Railroad and the bus boycotts, into a tour to ensure they were 
not forgotten. Both events were crucial for African Americans’ fight for equality and Rosa 
created an institute to remind the younger population of their history. Later, Rosa wrote 
two books about growing up and overcoming segregation. Through her books Rosa shared 
the difficulties she experienced from discrimination and her fight for equality, as discussed 
in Source 3. Through these actions Rosa seemed determined to record history and share it 
with the next generation of African Americans. She showed initiative to not only change 
inequalities, but to record them so her and others’ actions were never forgotten. Rosa Parks’ 
willingness to initiate change is one of the main reasons she was such a remarkable leader. 

A leader is a person who has a unique skill set. As an African American woman born 
in 1913 Rosa Parks was unlikely to ever have the power to lead or even to have the freedom to 
make many of her own decisions. However, by combining bravery, perseverance and initiative 
she proved herself to be a remarkable leader. Rosa Parks will forever be remembered as one of 
the greatest people of her generation. Her leadership helped to change the lives of all African 
Americans by helping lead the fight for equal rights.
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Homework Name: ______________________________

Directions: Highlight or underline the quotes in one color, the paraphrases in another color, 
and the own thoughts and ideas in a third color. Then draw a circle around the references in 
every paragraph. 

Every significant change that has occurred in history has started with a few special 
people. People that had the courage to stand up and take action when they saw something 
happening that they thought was wrong. We call these people leaders. A leader is a person 
like Rosa Parks who is brave even when they are scared; someone who perseveres when most 
everyone else would give up. A leader shows initiative to do the right thing, to make a change.

To begin with, to be a leader a person must be courageous. Rosa Parks grew up in 
the 1950s during the time of segregation. As a young black girl she was not allowed the 
same privileges as white children (Source 1). One example of this is when she rode the bus. 
Anytime she was on the bus she had to go sit in the back and if a white person got on a full 
bus she had to give up her seat and stand instead. According to the article “Montgomery 
Bus Boycott,” “She and other African Americans were fed up with the segregation.” So she 
decided to take a stand refused to give up her seat to a white person and was immediately 
arrested. Her brave action caused a chain reaction in the African American community. In 
response to her arrest the NAACP organized a bus boycott to protest the unjustness of the 
bus rule. Page 16, paragraph 9 states, “The boycott was to no longer ride the city bus for as 
long as it took to change the segregation law.” It is remarkable to see how the bravery of 
one young woman spread to so many others and inspired them to fight for what is right. Her 
actions show that Rosa Parks is a true leader because she was the first one to stand up all 
alone and demand equality. As Rosa Parks demonstrated, one of the defining characteristics 
of a leader is bravery.

Another characteristic that often follows bravery in a leader is perseverance. After 
the bus boycott ended Rosa Parks was let go from her job because she continued to fight 
for equal rights. “Rosa Parks’ husband was also fired from his job due to him supporting his 
wife and the ongoing court case from the boycott on the Montgomery city bus,” according to 
the article “Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott.” It is easy to imagine that most people 
would simply have given up at this point. It must have been terribly difficult to be hated 
by so many and unable to earn enough money to feed your family. But even faced with this 
hardship Rosa Parks did not give up; she and her husband moved to Detroit to explore other 
options. In Detroit she continued to fight for equality for people of all races and genders. 
Source 3 explains how she took a job working with Planned Parenthood and later even served 
on its board of directors. Choosing such a demanding new job shows the strength of Rosa’s 
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character and her unfailing perseverance to bettering the lives of others. Her actions show 
that she was a true leader and that she always looked for opportunities to help those without 
power. Even when they face setbacks, leaders will always choose to continue to strive to reach 
their goal.

In addition to bravery and perseverance, a leader must also take initiative. “In 1987, 
Rosa and her friend Elaine Steele founded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self-
Development,” (Page 17, paragraph 12). This institute provided bus tours of the route of the 
Underground Railroad. It is interesting to see how Rosa chose to combine two significant 
events, the Underground Railroad and the bus boycotts, into a tour to ensure they were 
not forgotten. Both events were crucial for African Americans’ fight for equality and Rosa 
created an institute to remind the younger population of their history. Later, Rosa wrote 
two books about growing up and overcoming segregation. Through her books Rosa shared 
the difficulties she experienced from discrimination and her fight for equality, as discussed 
in Source 3. Through these actions Rosa seemed determined to record history and share it 
with the next generation of African Americans. She showed initiative to not only change 
inequalities, but to record them so her and others’ actions were never forgotten. Rosa Parks’ 
willingness to initiate change is one of the main reasons she was such a remarkable leader. 

A leader is a person who has a unique skill set. As an African American woman born 
in 1913 Rosa Parks was unlikely to ever have the power to lead or even to have the freedom to 
make many of her own decisions. However, by combining bravery, perseverance and initiative 
she proved herself to be a remarkable leader. Rosa Parks will forever be remembered as one of 
the greatest people of her generation. Her leadership helped to change the lives of all African 
Americans by helping lead the fight for equal rights.
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1  Rosa Parks was an African American 
woman who was born on February 4, 1913. Ms. 
Parks was born in Tuskegee, Alabama, to Leona 
and James McCauley. While growing up, she 
had a younger brother by the name of Sylvester. 
Rosa’s parents went their separate ways, and 
Rosa, Sylvester, and Leona moved to a small farm 
area in Pine Level.

2  While living in Pine Level, Rosa attended 
the local elementary school where her mom was a 
teacher. The local school consisted of only African 
American children; there was no mix of races in 
the schools.

3  Leona McCauley was a successful African 
American teacher and wanted her children to 
complete their education to obtain a diploma 
and later a degree. Rosa was able to complete 
elementary school and then attended the 
Montgomery Industrial School for Girls. In the 
11th grade, she attended the Alabama State 
Teachers College for Negroes, but was never able 
to complete school to get her diploma because of 
a family illness with her mother and grandmother.

4  In 1932, Rosa met her soul mate, 
Raymond Parks, in Montgomery and married 
him later that year. Raymond and Rosa lived life 
together with no children. In 1977, Raymond 
Parks passed away. During their marriage, Rosa 
was able to return to school and obtain her high 
school diploma.

5  While living in the city of Montgomery 
as an adult, the city was very segregated. The 
segregation was very similar to the Pine Level 
School in Alabama that Rosa had attended in 
elementary. The White people and Black people 

were not together and did everything separately. 
The places and events they attended were all 
segregated based on race.

6  Rosa would see signs for only one race 
and not the other race. Everything from water 
fountains to riding the bus was segregated. Often 
when Rosa would ride the bus, she would have 
to sit in the back of the bus or even stand if she 
needed to. She experienced racism of people of 
color sitting in the back of the bus while White 
people were able to sit at the front of the bus.

“Who was Rosa Parks?” written for educational purposes.

Source 1: Who was Rosa Parks?
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Source 2: Montgomery Bus Boycott

“Montgomery Bus Boycott” written for educational purposes.

7  On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks decided to fight back against segregation. Ms. Parks, along with 
all the other African American people, had to sit in the back of the buses while the White people were able 
to sit in the front. If there were no seats on the bus, a Black person that had already been on the bus had 
to get up and give their seat to the White person entering the bus.

8  Rosa Parks finally got tired of being treated like a second-class citizen. She and other African 
Americans were fed up with the segregation. One day after work, Rosa sat on the bus and did not give up 
her seat when a White person entering the bus came on. Rosa was immediately arrested and taken to jail. 
Rosa was instructed to pay a penalty fine of $10 for not obeying the law. Of course, Ms. Parks did not pay 
the fine because of her beliefs of the segregation law not being fair to all.

9  The arrest of Rosa led to an uproar from the African American community. The African American 
leaders got together to discuss what happened and decided to do a boycott. NAACP formed plans to 
organize the boycott of the city buses. The NAACP even got together to create flyers and newspaper 
ads to reach as many African Americans they could about not riding the city bus. The boycott was to 
no longer ride the city bus for as long as it took to change the segregation law. The boycott of the 
Montgomery buses lasted for a total of 381 days. The African American communities and leaders worked 
together to get to places that were needed without using the city bus. After a long boycott of over one 
year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled the segregation laws in Alabama to be unconstitutional.
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10  After the Montgomery Bus Boycott and 
Rosa Parks’ arrest, her family had a difficult time. 
Rosa was fired from her full-time job working at a 
department store. Rosa Parks’ husband was also 
fired from his job due to supporting his wife and 
the ongoing court case from the boycott on the 
Montgomery city bus. After searching around for 
work and unable to successfully find a job, the 
couple moved to Detroit, Michigan.

11  While in Detroit, Rosa and her 
husband’s life began to improve. Both Rosa 
and Raymond were able to find a job to help 
support themselves. Rosa started off working as a 
secretary and receptionist in U.S. Representative 
John Conyer’s congressional office. Later, Rosa 
became a part of Planned Parenthood. Rosa Parks 
served on the board of the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America.

12  In 1987, Rosa and her friend Elaine Steele 
founded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute 
for Self Development. The institute was designed 
to run the “Pathways to Freedom” bus tours. The 
bus tours helped to show the younger African 
Americans the Underground Railroad sites that 
were throughout the country. The Underground 
Railroad was secret routes that had safe houses 
in the United States. The Underground Railroad 
was used as a way for African American slaves 
to escape to freedom in free states. By the year 
1850, it is believed that over 100,000 slaves had 
escaped to freedom using the Underground 
Railroad.

13  In 1992, Rosa wrote her autobiography. In 
her book, My Story, Rosa talked about her life and 
the segregation she experienced in Montgomery. 
Three years later, Rosa went on to publish another 
book. The book titled Quiet Strength was about 
how Rosa used her religion to help her overcome 
the struggle and fight she had throughout her 
life.

14  Rosa received many awards during 
her lifetime. She received the Spingarn Medal 
from NAACP, the Martin Luther King Jr. Award, 
and a Presidential Medal of Freedom by former 
President Bill Clinton (1996). She continued to 
receive awards for her courage and continued 
faith in helping to create a change in segregation.

15  In October 2005, Rosa Parks died in her 
home having suffered from progressive dementia.
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Source 3: 
Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott

“Life After the Montgomery Bus Boycott” written for educational purposes.
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