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Model: 
1. Explain informative writing and keywords to students.

 Informative writing is when you write to inform your reader about something. You read the 
text and then write your essay based on what you read about in the text.

 The keywords for informative writing are: explain (explanatory), inform (informative), 
and teach.

 If you see any of these words in the prompt, you know you are writing an informative essay.

2. Review the example prompt with students.

 As an example, let’s say you read three articles about the founding documents of the United 
States. Let’s say one article is about the Declaration of Independence, one article is on the 
Bill of Rights, and one article is about the U.S. Constitution.

 Example prompt: The founding documents are the documents that helped shape the United 
States. Think about what you have learned about the most important documents in American 
history. Use information from the passages to inform your reader about the founding 
documents.

 
3. Read the prompt to the students. Circle the keyword.

 Keyword – inform 

4. Discuss what the prompt is asking them to write about. 

 This prompt is telling us to write an essay about the Founding documents using the 
passages. We know we have to find topics about these documents in the passages and write 
about those topics in our essay.

5. Let’s look at another example prompt.
 
 Example prompt: The Grand Canyon is a natural wonder. Write to explain what you learned 

about the Grand Canyon.

 Ask students:

 What is the keyword? Explain!

 What exactly is it asking us to write about? The Grand Canyon! 

WRITING: LESSON 21
Analyzing the Prompt

Today the students will be learning about informative writing prompts.

Lesson 21
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 Can we just write about what we know about the Grand Canyon? No! We must write about 
topics in the passages. 

6. Let’s look at another example.

 Example prompt: In history class, you have been studying the founding fathers of the United 
States of America. These men wrote three important documents to guide our citizens and to 
signify the beliefs they hoped our country would represent. Your teacher has asked you to 
write an essay that explains the importance of the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of 
Rights, and the U.S. Constitution. Your essay must be based on the concepts and ideas that 
can be found in the “Founding Documents” passage set. Make sure to include information 
from all the passages in your essay. 

 Ask students:

 What is the keyword? Explain!

 Are we just writing about the founding documents? No! This one is more specific. We 
cannot just write about the founding documents in general. We have to write about three 
specific founding documents: the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the 
U.S. Constitution AND explain their importance.

 We will have to read the passages and find information that explains why these three 
documents are important.

7. Let’s look at two similar prompts and discuss the differences.

 Prompt A: Write to inform your reader about rainbows. 

 Prompt B: Throughout history, societies have often made up stories to explain natural 
phenomena that they did not have the science to understand. After reading the passage 
set titled “Rainbows,” explain how the legends about rainbows connect to their physical 
formation and appearance.

 Ask students:

 What is the keyword for Prompt A? Inform 

 What exactly is it asking us to write about? Rainbows! 

 Is it asking us to write about anything specific or just about rainbows in general? Just 
about rainbows in general!

 What is the keyword for Prompt B? Explain 

 What exactly is it asking us to write about? Rainbows



Top Score Writing – Grade 7

136 Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2020 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

 Is it asking us to write about anything specific or just about rainbows in general? We have 
to write specifically about how the legends about rainbows connect to their physical 
formation and appearance. 

 See the difference?

8. Review these prompts and make sure the students see the difference and understand what 
each prompt is asking. 

Guided Practice: 
9. Hand out the “Guided Practice” worksheet. Have students work on this at their seats while 

you walk around and monitor. Have them circle the keyword first and then explain what the 
prompt is asking them to write about. After 10 minutes, go over the answers together. 

Independent Practice: 
10. Once you think they have a good understanding, give them the “Independent” worksheet. 

This should be completed independently and quietly. 

Lesson 21
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Guided Practice Name: ______________________________

Directions: Read each prompt. Circle the keyword. Then explain what the prompt is asking you 
to write about.

1. Write an informative essay to present to your class about space. Use information from the 
passages in your essay. 

2. Write an informative essay about how humans have improved space exploration. Use 
information from the passages in your essay. 

3. Write an informative essay to present to your class about climate change. Use information 
from the passages in your essay.

4. Write an informative essay about the use of pollutants and how that is impacting Earth’s 
climate. Use information from the passages in your essay.

Lesson 21
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Independent Practice Name: ______________________________

Directions: Read each prompt. Circle the keyword. Then explain what the prompt is asking you 
to write about.

1. Your teacher has asked that you write a paper about Native Americans. Write an explanatory 
essay about Native Americans. Your essay must be based on ideas and information from the 
passages. 

2. Write an informative essay about how Native Americans were affected by colonization in the 
United States. Use information from the passages in your essay.

3. Write an informative essay about earthquakes. Use information from the passages in your 
essay. 

4. Write an informative essay about the effects earthquakes have on the world. Use information 
from the passages in your essay.
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Lesson 23

Model: 
For informative writing, we will use an ITC outline to plan for our essay. Instead of reasons (R’s), 
we will list three topics (T’s). For informative writing, you will be coming up with three topics to 
inform your reader about (instead of reasons).

Explain to the students that for the writing test, they will be given 2-4 passages to read that all 
have a similar topic/theme. After reading the text, they will be given a prompt that directs them 
to write something about what they just read. That is when they will need to plan their essay 
and then write a five-paragraph essay just like they learned in the previous section.

Here are a couple of examples to explain to the students:

 • Let’s say you just read three passages on the importance of recycling. You are then 
directed to write to the following prompt: 

  Think about why recycling is important with regard to sustainability and conservation. 
Using information from the text, explain why recycling is important for your community.

 • You were given two passages about pollutants in the atmosphere. After reading the 
passages, you were directed to write to the following prompt: 

  Write to inform your reader about protecting the atmosphere from pollutants. Use the 
passages to provide information.

As you can see, for both examples, the prompt is based on what you just read. Instead of just 
writing about your favorite animal or special person in your life, you will be writing about the 
information you are given in the text. When planning, you will need to come up with your three 
topics (T1, T2, and T3) based on the text.

WRITING: LESSON 23
Informative Planning

Today the students will practice planning for informative prompts in response to texts they read.

The following passages will be used in this lesson:

The Declaration of Independence
The Bill of Rights

The United States Constitution

The Grand Canyon
Rock Formations of the Grand Canyon

Native People of the Grand Canyon
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1. Read all three passages aloud to the class (or you can read one aloud and have students 
independently read the others).

2. Write this prompt on the board:
 The founding documents are the documents that helped shape the United States. Think 

about what you have learned about the most important documents in American history.  
Use information from the passages to inform your reader about the founding documents.

3. Using the ITC outline, model planning for this prompt.
 **When planning for this, remind students that they are not coming up with three reasons. 

They are simply informing/explaining to the reader three things about the founding 
documents. They can pick any three things they want from the passages, but they have to 
make sure they are BIG (broad) things that they can write a lot about.

 **Every word on the planning outline must be from the passage. 

 Example Planning
 I Founding Documents
 T1 Declaration of Independence a. Creation b. Sections
 T2 Bill of Rights a. Amendments 1-5 b. Amendments 6-10
 T3 U.S. Constitution a. Constitutional Convention  b. Articles 
 C Founding Documents

Lesson 23

T1
Declaration of 
Independence

A
Creation

B
Sections
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1  By the summer of 1776, the Thirteen Colonies 
and Great Britain had been at war for more than a year. 
The relationship between the colonies and the mother 
country had been worsening since 1763. The British 
government, called Parliament, had been taxing the 
colonies. Britain wanted revenue1 from the colonies. 
Many colonists believed that Parliament had no right 
to impose taxes upon them. The colonists found it 
unfair that they had no representative in Parliament 
to argue their side. They yelled, “No taxation without 
representation!” 

2  In June of 1776, Congress debated 
independence for four days. Finally, a committee was 
formed to write a formal declaration of independence 
from Britain. The committee was made up of five men: 
John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin of 
Pennsylvania, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Robert 
R. Livingston of New York, and Thomas Jefferson of 
Virginia. The Committee of Five decided that Jefferson 
should write the declaration. 

3  On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress 
voted to declare independence from England. For two 
days Congress carefully edited Jefferson’s original 
document. They shortened it, removed unnecessary wording, and improved sentence structure. On July 
4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted. It was signed that day by John Hancock, the 
President of the Continental Congress. The rest of the Congress signed two months later. 

4  The declaration contained three sections: a general statement and the purpose of government, 
a list of complaints against the British King, and the declaration of independence from England. The 
Declaration of Independence is considered by many to be the foundation of American freedom. The first 
sentence of the Preamble2 is considered to be one of the best-known sentences in the English language. 
It states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” The Declaration of Independence has been quoted by great Americans such as Abraham 
Lincoln and Martin Luther King Jr. who have referenced it as a beacon of hope for all people everywhere.

The Declaration of Independence

1040L

“The Declaration of Independence” written for educational purposes.

1 revenue – income, earnings or money
2 Preamble – the introduction of a document
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T2
Bill of Rights

A
1-5

B
6-10

Lesson 23
Top Score Writing – Grade 7
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5  The Bill of Rights, written 
by James Madison, includes the 
first ten amendments of the 
U.S. Constitution. Several states 
wanted protection for individual 
liberties specifically stated in the 
Constitution. The Bill of Rights is a 
list of limits on government power 
so the country would never be 
under the rule of another king with 
ultimate power. 

6  The first five amendments 
are extremely important and 
protect individual rights that all 
Americans deserve to have. The 
First Amendment protects the 
right of people to have freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech, press, 
assembly, and petition. The Second 
Amendment protects the right 
to keep and bear arms, or guns, in order to maintain an army. The Third Amendment prevents soldiers 
from staying at someone’s private home without their permission. The Fourth Amendment protects the 
freedom from unreasonable searches of people or their homes. The Fifth Amendment gives certain legal 
rights. 

7  The last five amendments in the Bill of Rights protect various legal rights. The Sixth Amendment 
protects the rights of people accused of a crime, such as the right to a speedy trial. The Seventh 
Amendment explains that all trials can have a jury. The Eighth Amendment also protects the rights 
of people accused of a crime, such as the right not to have cruel or unusual punishment. The Ninth 
Amendment states that the American people have rights other than just the rights listed in the 
Constitution. Last but not least, the Tenth Amendment gives the power not mentioned in the Constitution 
to the people or the states.

The Bill of Rights

“The Bill of Rights” written for educational purposes.
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Think aloud: 
Some things to discuss while writing this outline:

 - My three topics are big topics that I can write a lot about. These are all main topics that 
are discussed in the passages.

 - My As and Bs are details/examples to further discuss my three topics.

4. Model the entire planning process for students. Read the passages out loud to students. As 
you come across each topic, explain that you are picking this topic because there is a lot of 
information about it. You want students to pick topics that have a lot of information, so they 
have evidence to use in their essays.

Lesson 23
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Constitutional Convention 

8 The Constitution was written in the 
summer of 1787 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
by delegates from 12 states, in order to 
replace the Articles of Confederation with a 
new form of government. There was a need 
for a new constitution in 1787 because there 
were problems with the original constitution. 
Each state legislature was invited to attend a 
convention in Philadelphia to discuss changes 
to the Articles. In May of that year, delegates3 
from 12 of the 13 states (Rhode Island sent no 
representatives) convened in Philadelphia to 
begin the work of redesigning the government 

and drafting a new constitution for the United States. 

9  The main goal of the Constitutional Convention was to create a government with a balance 
of power. The government needed to have enough power to act on a national level without putting 
Americans’ rights at risk. One way that this was accomplished was to separate the power of government. 
The powers of government were separated into three branches. Each of the three branches had checks 
and balances on those powers. That means each branch of government could not ever gain superiority or 
be powerful enough to take over, as the King of England did. 

10  The president of the Constitutional Convention was George Washington. James Madison is also 
known as the “Father of the Constitution” because of his help with the Constitution. In September of 
1787, it was sent to the states for ratification4. Nine of the thirteen states would have to approve the new 
constitution to become effective for those ratifying states. Finally, a debate began among the states over 
ratification. Those who argued that the Constitution should be approved were called Federalists; those 
who argued against it were called Anti-Federalists. The debate went on for months. In June of 1788, nine 
states had ratified the Constitution. The rest of the states ratified the Constitution once the Bill of Rights 
was added. 

The United States Constitution

3 delegates – person elected to represent others
4 ratification – approval
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Articles of the Constitution 

11  The U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a signed closing 
endorsement. Article One describes Congress, the legislative branch of the federal government. Congress 
consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate. The article explains elections for these positions 
and the qualifications for members of each body. Article One also outlines the powers given to the 
legislature. 

12 The President is head of the executive branch of the federal government. Article Two describes 
the office, qualifications, and duties of the President of the United States and the Vice President. It also 
explains situations which call for the removal of the President. Article Three describes the court system, 
called the judicial branch, of the United States which includes the Supreme Court. The article describes 
the kinds of cases the court takes. Article Four outlines the relationships among the states and between 
each state and the federal government. 

13  Article Five outlines the process of amending5 the Constitution. Article Six establishes the 
Constitution to be the supreme law of the land. It requires that all federal and state legislators, officers, 
and judges take oaths to support the Constitution. The states’ constitutions and laws should not conflict 
with the laws of the U.S. Constitution. Article Seven describes the process for establishing the proposed 
new frame of government. 

14  The signing of the United States Constitution occurred on September 17, 1787, when 39 
delegates to the Constitutional Convention endorsed the Constitution created during the convention. In 
addition to signatures, the closing endorsement included a brief declaration that the delegates’ work had 
been completed and that those whose signatures appeared on it agreed with the final document.

“The United States Constitution” written for educational purposes.

5 amending – making changes

Preamble to the Constitution
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic

Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

1040L

T3
Constitution

A

B
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5. Model putting a box around each topic and labeling it. 

6. Make sure they understand that every word on the planning sheet MUST come from the 
text. Students cannot come up with their own topics. Remind them that this is text-based 
writing. 

Guided Practice: 
7. Let’s try another example using the following passages:

 

The following passages will be used in this lesson:

The Grand Canyon
Rock Formations of the Grand Canyon

Native People of the Grand Canyon

8. Read all three passages.

Prompt: The Grand Canyon is a natural wonder. 
Write to explain what you learned about the Grand Canyon.

Advanced Prompt: You have been asked to write an informational article on the Grand Canyon 
for a website that focuses on travel to places of geographical interest. Write an article that 

explains to tourists the significance of the Grand Canyon as a travel destination. Your article 
must be based on ideas and information that can be found in the passage set. 

9. Choose the prompt for this text set that you think is most appropriate for your class and 
write it on the board.

 *Please note: The example included in this lesson is based on the first prompt.

10. Write this prompt on the board:
 The Grand Canyon is a natural wonder. Write to explain what you learned about the Grand 

Canyon.

11. Using the ITC outline, have students plan for this prompt (5-10 minutes).

12. Guide students through the passages. Remind them to find three BIG topics that they can 
write about. Make sure the students box and label each of their topics.
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13. Example Planning:

  I Grand Canyon 
 T1 Facts  a. Location/Species  b. Activities 
 T2 Rocks  a. Precambrian Basement Rock/  b. Fossils/ Kaibab
       Tonto Platform      Limestone 
 T3 Havasupai tribe  a. Problems  b. Life Today 
 C Grand Canyon

14. After they have planned, share planning ideas and compile a list of examples and non-
examples on the board. Discuss what some good topics are (as well as ones that will not 
work) and make sure the students’ As and Bs make sense. Non-examples are essential to 
teaching! They must see what the wrong looks like and understand why it will not work.

15. Review today’s objective – planning for an informative prompt. Explain that we are still 
using the ITC outline, but we are just choosing three topics based on the text we are 
provided.
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Document Camera Name: ______________________________

Directions: Plan for the following prompt.

Prompt: The founding documents are the documents that helped shape the United States. 
Think about what you have learned about the most important documents in American history. 

Use information from the passages to inform your reader about the founding documents.

I ________________________________________________

T1 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T2 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T3 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

C _______________________________________________
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Guided Practice Name: ______________________________

Directions: Circle the prompt you are using and plan for that prompt.

Prompt: The Grand Canyon is a natural wonder. 
Write to explain what you learned about the Grand Canyon.

Advanced Prompt: You have been asked to write an informational article on the Grand Canyon 
for a website that focuses on travel to places of geographical interest. Write an article that 

explains to tourists the significance of the Grand Canyon as a travel destination. Your article 
must be based on ideas and information that can be found in the passage set. 

I ________________________________________________

T1 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T2 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

T3 _____________________ a. _________________ 

  b. _________________

 

C _______________________________________________

Lesson 23
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1  By the summer of 1776, the Thirteen Colonies 
and Great Britain had been at war for more than a year. 
The relationship between the colonies and the mother 
country had been worsening since 1763. The British 
government, called Parliament, had been taxing the 
colonies. Britain wanted revenue1 from the colonies. 
Many colonists believed that Parliament had no right 
to impose taxes upon them. The colonists found it 
unfair that they had no representative in Parliament 
to argue their side. They yelled, “No taxation without 
representation!” 

2  In June of 1776, Congress debated 
independence for four days. Finally, a committee was 
formed to write a formal declaration of independence 
from Britain. The committee was made up of five men: 
John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin of 
Pennsylvania, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Robert 
R. Livingston of New York, and Thomas Jefferson of 
Virginia. The Committee of Five decided that Jefferson 
should write the declaration. 

3  On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress 
voted to declare independence from England. For two 
days Congress carefully edited Jefferson’s original 
document. They shortened it, removed unnecessary wording, and improved sentence structure. On July 
4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted. It was signed that day by John Hancock, the 
President of the Continental Congress. The rest of the Congress signed two months later. 

4  The declaration contained three sections: a general statement and the purpose of government, 
a list of complaints against the British King, and the declaration of independence from England. The 
Declaration of Independence is considered by many to be the foundation of American freedom. The first 
sentence of the Preamble2 is considered to be one of the best-known sentences in the English language. 
It states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” The Declaration of Independence has been quoted by great Americans such as Abraham 
Lincoln and Martin Luther King Jr. who have referenced it as a beacon of hope for all people everywhere.

The Declaration of Independence

1040L

“The Declaration of Independence” written for educational purposes.

1 revenue – income, earnings or money
2 Preamble – the introduction of a document
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5  The Bill of Rights, written 
by James Madison, includes the 
first ten amendments of the 
U.S. Constitution. Several states 
wanted protection for individual 
liberties specifically stated in the 
Constitution. The Bill of Rights is a 
list of limits on government power 
so the country would never be 
under the rule of another king with 
ultimate power. 

6  The first five amendments 
are extremely important and 
protect individual rights that all 
Americans deserve to have. The 
First Amendment protects the 
right of people to have freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech, press, 
assembly, and petition. The Second 
Amendment protects the right 
to keep and bear arms, or guns, in order to maintain an army. The Third Amendment prevents soldiers 
from staying at someone’s private home without their permission. The Fourth Amendment protects the 
freedom from unreasonable searches of people or their homes. The Fifth Amendment gives certain legal 
rights. 

7  The last five amendments in the Bill of Rights protect various legal rights. The Sixth Amendment 
protects the rights of people accused of a crime, such as the right to a speedy trial. The Seventh 
Amendment explains that all trials can have a jury. The Eighth Amendment also protects the rights 
of people accused of a crime, such as the right not to have cruel or unusual punishment. The Ninth 
Amendment states that the American people have rights other than just the rights listed in the 
Constitution. Last but not least, the Tenth Amendment gives the power not mentioned in the Constitution 
to the people or the states.

The Bill of Rights

“The Bill of Rights” written for educational purposes.
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Constitutional Convention 

8 The Constitution was written in the 
summer of 1787 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
by delegates from 12 states, in order to 
replace the Articles of Confederation with a 
new form of government. There was a need 
for a new constitution in 1787 because there 
were problems with the original constitution. 
Each state legislature was invited to attend a 
convention in Philadelphia to discuss changes 
to the Articles. In May of that year, delegates3 
from 12 of the 13 states (Rhode Island sent no 
representatives) convened in Philadelphia to 
begin the work of redesigning the government 

and drafting a new constitution for the United States. 

9  The main goal of the Constitutional Convention was to create a government with a balance 
of power. The government needed to have enough power to act on a national level without putting 
Americans’ rights at risk. One way that this was accomplished was to separate the power of government. 
The powers of government were separated into three branches. Each of the three branches had checks 
and balances on those powers. That means each branch of government could not ever gain superiority or 
be powerful enough to take over, as the King of England did. 

10  The president of the Constitutional Convention was George Washington. James Madison is also 
known as the “Father of the Constitution” because of his help with the Constitution. In September of 
1787, it was sent to the states for ratification4. Nine of the thirteen states would have to approve the new 
constitution to become effective for those ratifying states. Finally, a debate began among the states over 
ratification. Those who argued that the Constitution should be approved were called Federalists; those 
who argued against it were called Anti-Federalists. The debate went on for months. In June of 1788, nine 
states had ratified the Constitution. The rest of the states ratified the Constitution once the Bill of Rights 
was added. 

The United States Constitution

3 delegates – person elected to represent others
4 ratification – approval
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Articles of the Constitution 

11  The U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a signed closing 
endorsement. Article One describes Congress, the legislative branch of the federal government. Congress 
consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate. The article explains elections for these positions 
and the qualifications for members of each body. Article One also outlines the powers given to the 
legislature. 

12 The President is head of the executive branch of the federal government. Article Two describes 
the office, qualifications, and duties of the President of the United States and the Vice President. It also 
explains situations which call for the removal of the President. Article Three describes the court system, 
called the judicial branch, of the United States which includes the Supreme Court. The article describes 
the kinds of cases the court takes. Article Four outlines the relationships among the states and between 
each state and the federal government. 

13  Article Five outlines the process of amending5 the Constitution. Article Six establishes the 
Constitution to be the supreme law of the land. It requires that all federal and state legislators, officers, 
and judges take oaths to support the Constitution. The states’ constitutions and laws should not conflict 
with the laws of the U.S. Constitution. Article Seven describes the process for establishing the proposed 
new frame of government. 

14  The signing of the United States Constitution occurred on September 17, 1787, when 39 
delegates to the Constitutional Convention endorsed the Constitution created during the convention. In 
addition to signatures, the closing endorsement included a brief declaration that the delegates’ work had 
been completed and that those whose signatures appeared on it agreed with the final document.

“The United States Constitution” written for educational purposes.

5 amending – making changes

Preamble to the Constitution
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic

Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

1040L
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The Grand Canyon

1020L

“The Grand Canyon” written for educational purposes.

1  Are you looking for an exciting vacation that is rated number one in the United States? Do you 
have a family to take with you? The Grand Canyon is one of the top-rated vacation spots in the world 
and is the number one vacation spot in the United States. With the help of the Colorado River, the Grand 
Canyon has expanded throughout history to become one of the most beautiful and inspiring sites ever. 
People from all over the world come to visit and see the beautiful canyon. If you want a silent nature trail 
where you can be alone and hike, the Grand Canyon might not be for you. It can get very crowded during 
the busy season. Now that the Grand Canyon has been officially named a UNESCO World Heritage site, 
about 4.5 million people visit each year. 

2  The Grand Canyon can be found in Arizona near both the Utah and Nevada state lines and lies 
partly in each of the three states. The beautiful canyon is one of the National Parks of the United States. 
The recreation portions of the park can be found in Utah at the National Recreation Area. In this park, 
there is abundant plant life and animal species. The National Park Service shows that the Grand Canyon is 
home to 1,500 plants, 355 birds, 89 mammals, 47 reptiles, 17 species of fish, and 9 amphibians. 

3  The south rim of the park is open year-round and is the busiest part of the park. It is close to the 
Utah state line and has the most beautiful views from far up on the cliffs. It is easy for anyone to get there 
and see the beautiful view. The north rim, however, is harder to access. Only hikers can access this part 
of the canyon because of the 10.5 miles that separate the two rims. The north rim is not open all year 
because it houses an airport and railway that do not run in the winter. It is also closed anytime there is 
inclement weather due to the danger it would pose to hikers along the bottom of the canyon. 

4  The Grand Canyon Skywalk, built in 2007, is another attraction that brings people to the canyon. 
The Skywalk is made of glass and stands about 4,000 feet above the bottom of the canyon. Walking on 
the glass makes visitors feel like they are flying. Some people visit the canyon just to walk the Skywalk. 

5  If you and your family are looking for a fun, family-friendly vacation spot, be sure to consider the 
Grand Canyon. The trip is one of the top-rated vacations in the United States and the world.
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Rock Formations of the Grand Canyon

6  The word grand does not even begin 
to describe the amazing beauty of the Grand 
Canyon. It stretches about 277 miles long and 
18 miles wide at its largest point. Six thousand 
feet down, the Colorado River runs through the 
canyon and has been flowing and eroding the 
sides of the canyon for millions of years. The 
amazing rock found at the bottom of this canyon 
is around two million years old. 

7  Scientists go to the Grand Canyon to 
study the rock formations throughout the canyon. 
After at least 70 million years, the Grand Canyon 
has about 40 unique rock layers that show the 
geologic evolution over time. There are also 
fossils throughout the canyon rock that show the 
plants and animals that lived there. 

8  The rock at the very bottom of the 
canyon is the Precambrian Basement Rock. This 
rock is classified as an igneous rock because 
it was formed by becoming superheated and 
turned into molten rock. The rock here is a lot 
like the Hawaii Islands formed from volcanic 
eruptions. When the magma from the eruption 
cooled, it formed a rock layer which is now the 
bottom layer of rocks found in the Grand Canyon. 

9  The next rock layer, Bright Angel Shale, 
is slightly greenish shale and is found at the 
Tonto Platform area of the canyon. This layer is 
thought to be about 515 million years old. After 
it had formed from the magma, the canyon was 
underwater. Underwater creatures swam in the 
muddy, warm sea. Even the worm-like creatures 
liked the water and burrowed into the sea floor. 
Most of their fossils are destroyed now from the 
pressure of the upper rock layers, but some of 
their tunnels can still be seen today. 

10  After the sea had declined, the canyon 
became muddy with many streams and small 
rivers flowed throughout. This environment was 
perfect for plants like ferns to grow, and reptiles 
moved in quickly. Fossils have been found of 
dragonflies with wings 12 inches across and ferns 
that fell into the mud thousands of years ago. 
This layer is called the Hermit Shale and is red 
because of the siltstone and sandstone. 

11  Those streams and rivers eventually dried 
up and left a sandstone similar to the Sahara 
Desert. Reptiles, spiders, scorpions, and other 
desert animals and insects made their home here. 
Many of their tracks can be found fossilized in 
the sandstone still today. This layer of the canyon, 
called Coconino Sandstone, is a lightly colored 
cliff that runs all along the canyon. It is close to 
the top so many people can see this sandstone 
from where they stand at the top. 

12  The top layer is the Kaibab Limestone, 
and it is the youngest rock layer found in the 
canyon. At about 270 million years old, there is 
evidence again that water covered the rock. Very 
shallow, warm water gave a home to sponges and 
other water creatures. Scientists easily find fossils 
of these creatures because the limestone is the 
uppermost layer of the canyon. 

13  Though the Grand Canyon is the not the 
widest, longest, or deepest canyon in the world, it 
continues to bring about 4.5 million visitors each 
year. Scientists also continue to frequent the site 
to collect fossils and study the rock formations 
made billions of years ago by Mother Nature.
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14  The Grand Canyon has been forming for billions of years. For thousands of those, the caves and 
caverns in the canyons have provided a home for the Havasupai Tribe. Today, they are in a section of the 
canyon known as the Cataract Canyon but were once living throughout the entire canyon. 

15  Many years ago, the Havasupai Tribe relied on hunting and gathering to survive. They lived above 
the canyon and inside the canyon walls. They came to depend on plant life and the Colorado River to 
meet their needs. The Hopi Tribe nearby began to trade with the Havasupai and introduced new crops 
that would later become important to the Havasupai people. Sunflowers and gourds were two of the 
important crops introduced by the Hopi Tribe. 

16  Between 1882 and 1920, the United States government seized the land at the top of the 
canyon. The plateau happened to be where the Havasupai Tribe stayed during the winter. Over time, the 
government had taken almost all of their land and proclaimed it free for public use. The Havasupai people 
were not even aware that this had happened and did not find out their land had been seized for several 
years. That was not the only problem the Havasupai Tribe faced. Settlers began moving into the area with 
diseases that the Havasupai Tribe was not immune to. Many Havasupai people died of smallpox, measles, 
and the flu, and by 1906, only 166 tribal members were left alive. 

17  It was not until 1928 that the Havasupai people were completely forced out of the canyon by the 
National Park Service. Though they fought to keep their traditions, their lives were never the same. The 
Havasupai people went to court to stand up and fight for their land. They were able to prove that the 
United States government had illegally seized the land years before. This meant that they again had the 
right to live in the canyon and were given 185,000 acres of land for their tribe. Another 95,300 acres were 
considered the property of the Havasupai people but were looked after and cared for by the National 
Parks Service. 

18  Today the Havasupai Tribe is alive and well and dwelling in their Grand Canyon home. They 
continue to respect the traditions of the ancestors but have also adopted new traditions. The Havasupai 
Tribe has over 1,000 members who often work in and around the canyon, often choosing to work in the 
lodges and tourist offices.

1020L

“Native People of the Grand Canyon” written for educational purposes.

Native People of the Grand Canyon
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Model: 
1. Remind students that the “I” paragraph should be kept short and simple. Today we will 

review one way to write the introduction paragraph. 

2. Write the following on the board:

  “I” Paragraph
 1. Hook
 2. 3 Reason/Topics
 3. Closing Statement

3. Let’s start with the first sentence. 
This is called your Hook. This is where you want to “hook” your reader and catch their 
attention. If you start with a boring sentence, your reader is not going to be interested. 
There are many different types of hooks you can use when writing an informative essay.

4. Write on board:
 Different Types of Hooks for Informative Writing:
 1. Ask a question
 2. Strong statement
 3. Restate the prompt
 4. Anecdote
 5. Set the scene
 6. Share a fact or definition
 7. Quote/paraphrase information
 *make an anchor chart of the different types of hooks. 

Today students will be learning how to write the “I” paragraph for an informative essay. 
The introduction paragraph is 3-4 sentences. There are many different ways to set up an 
introduction paragraph. The key is to make sure you introduce the controlling idea and topics 
that will be discussed in the essay. 

WRITING: LESSON 25
“I” Paragraph

Lesson 25

Teachers: Please note that there are many different ways 
to write an introduction paragraph. This is just one way. 

Feel free to call these sentences something different, 
add sentences, or change the order. The goal is to have 

3-5 sentences and to introduce the topic. 

The following passages will be used in this lesson:

The Declaration of Independence
The Bill of Rights

The United States Constitution

The Grand Canyon
Rock Formations of the Grand Canyon

Native People of the Grand Canyon
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5. Let’s take a look at the passages about the founding documents that we read the other day. 
(Teachers, continue with the prompt you chose to plan for previously with this class. *Please 
note: All examples included in this lesson are based on the first prompt.)

Prompt: The founding documents are the documents that helped shape the United States. 
Think about what you have learned about the most important documents in American history. 

Use information from the passages to inform your reader about the founding documents.

6. Look at the prompt and review the different ways to write a hook. Remind students that you 
can ask a question in many ways.

 - How much do you know about the founding documents that helped shape the United 
States?

 - Do you know about three major documents that are the basis for our country?
 - What do you know about the origination of the United States?
 - Have you ever learned about the founding documents that the U.S. is based on?

7. We could also restate the prompt in a different way.
 -The three founding documents are potentially the most important in American history. 
 -The founding documents helped shape the United States. 

8. Or we could just make a simple statement about the topic we are about to write about.
 - Most people do not realize exactly how important the three founding documents of the 

United States are.

9. Or we can take a quote/paraphrase from one of the passages.
 - “The Declaration of Independence has been quoted by great Americans such as Abraham 

Lincoln and Martin Luther King, Jr. who have referenced it as a beacon of hope for all 
people everywhere,” states the author of the article “The Declaration of Independence.” 

 - “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general 
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States of America” states the article “The United 
States Constitution.”

 *Quotes/Paraphrases will be introduced and practiced in greater detail in upcoming 
lessons.

 Take a look at our planning for the prompt:

I Founding Documents
T1 Declaration of Independence a. Creation b. Sections
T2 Bill of Rights a. Amendments 1-5 b. Amendments 6-10
T3 U.S. Constitution a. Constitutional Convention  b. Articles 
C Founding Documents

 **When writing the “I” paragraph, make sure you are color-coding each sentence. For 
example, write the hook in red, the “3 Topics Sentence” in blue, and the closing statement in 
green. This way students can visually see the three parts of the “I” paragraph.

Lesson 25
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 “I” paragraph
 1. Hook
 2. 3 Reasons/Topics
 3. Closing Statement

10. Which hook do you want to use? (Pick one as a class and write it on the board/document 
camera.)

11. The next sentence for I is the “3 Topics Sentence.” For informative prompts, they are not 
reasons, They are topics. So, this is where you state your three topics. What are our three 
topics? (The students should answer Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, and 
Constitution.)

12. Our second sentence will look something like this – The three founding documents are the 
Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the United States Constitution.

13. Our last sentence is called our closing statement. This is a general statement about your 
topic. For this sentence, you can also take words/sentences from the passages…just make 
sure you put them in your own words. (Do not copy word-for-word!) Let me give you some 
examples:

 - Every American should know about these important documents.
 - The United States would not be the country it is without having these documents as its 

foundation.

14. As a class, let’s decide what our closing statement is going to be.

15. Now let’s put it all together and check it.
 - Do we have a Hook?
 - Did we state our 3 Topics Sentence?
 - Do we have a Closing Statement?

 Here is an example of what your final “I” paragraph should look like:

   The founding documents are the most important sources in American history because 
they were the foundation of our nation. The three founding documents are the Declaration of 
Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the United States Constitution. Every American should 
know about these important documents.

Guided Practice: 
16. Hand out the “I” paragraph worksheet titled “Guided Practice” in the left-hand corner.

17. Assist students in writing the “I” paragraph (as needed) for the prompt using the “Grand 
Canyon” passage set.

Lesson 25



Top Score Writing – Grade 7

158 Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2020 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

Lesson 25

Guide students by saying:
 - What sentence comes first in this type of Introduction paragraph? (Hook)
 - What kind of hooks can we use? (Refer to list on board)
 - Now choose one type and create a hook for your paragraph.
 - What sentence comes next? (“3 Topics Sentence”)
 - Excellent, now write your “3 Topics Sentence.”
 - What type of sentence do we write last in this introduction paragraph format? (Closing 

statement)
 - Perfect, now write your closing sentence. 

Example:
  The Grand Canyon is one of the most famous natural tourist attractions in the United 
States. The Grand Canyon is a natural wonder because of the various facts about it, the 
different rocks located there, and the Havasupai tribe that lives there. The Grand Canyon is 
certainly a must-see place!
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Guided Practice Name: ______________________________
Directions: Circle the prompt your class has chosen to write about. Then write an introduction 
paragraph for the plan you previously created.

“I” Paragraph

Prompt: The Grand Canyon is a natural wonder. 
Write to explain what you learned about the Grand Canyon.

 
Advanced Prompt: You have been asked to write an informational article on the Grand Canyon 

for a website that focuses on travel to places of geographical interest. 
Write an article that explains to tourists the significance of the Grand Canyon 
as a travel destination. Your article must be based on ideas and information 

that can be found in the “Grand Canyon” passage set.

I ______________________________________________________________

T1 ___________________________ a. ______________________  

  b. ______________________  

T2 ___________________________ a. ______________________  

  b. ______________________  

T3 ___________________________ a. ______________________  

  b. ______________________  

C _____________________________________________________________

Write the “I” paragraph:

Lesson 25
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1  By the summer of 1776, the Thirteen Colonies 
and Great Britain had been at war for more than a year. 
The relationship between the colonies and the mother 
country had been worsening since 1763. The British 
government, called Parliament, had been taxing the 
colonies. Britain wanted revenue1 from the colonies. 
Many colonists believed that Parliament had no right 
to impose taxes upon them. The colonists found it 
unfair that they had no representative in Parliament 
to argue their side. They yelled, “No taxation without 
representation!” 

2  In June of 1776, Congress debated 
independence for four days. Finally, a committee was 
formed to write a formal declaration of independence 
from Britain. The committee was made up of five men: 
John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin of 
Pennsylvania, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Robert 
R. Livingston of New York, and Thomas Jefferson of 
Virginia. The Committee of Five decided that Jefferson 
should write the declaration. 

3  On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress 
voted to declare independence from England. For two 
days Congress carefully edited Jefferson’s original 
document. They shortened it, removed unnecessary wording, and improved sentence structure. On July 
4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted. It was signed that day by John Hancock, the 
President of the Continental Congress. The rest of the Congress signed two months later. 

4  The declaration contained three sections: a general statement and the purpose of government, 
a list of complaints against the British King, and the declaration of independence from England. The 
Declaration of Independence is considered by many to be the foundation of American freedom. The first 
sentence of the Preamble2 is considered to be one of the best-known sentences in the English language. 
It states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” The Declaration of Independence has been quoted by great Americans such as Abraham 
Lincoln and Martin Luther King Jr. who have referenced it as a beacon of hope for all people everywhere.

The Declaration of Independence

1040L

“The Declaration of Independence” written for educational purposes.

1 revenue – income, earnings or money
2 Preamble – the introduction of a document
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5  The Bill of Rights, written 
by James Madison, includes the 
first ten amendments of the 
U.S. Constitution. Several states 
wanted protection for individual 
liberties specifically stated in the 
Constitution. The Bill of Rights is a 
list of limits on government power 
so the country would never be 
under the rule of another king with 
ultimate power. 

6  The first five amendments 
are extremely important and 
protect individual rights that all 
Americans deserve to have. The 
First Amendment protects the 
right of people to have freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech, press, 
assembly, and petition. The Second 
Amendment protects the right 
to keep and bear arms, or guns, in order to maintain an army. The Third Amendment prevents soldiers 
from staying at someone’s private home without their permission. The Fourth Amendment protects the 
freedom from unreasonable searches of people or their homes. The Fifth Amendment gives certain legal 
rights. 

7  The last five amendments in the Bill of Rights protect various legal rights. The Sixth Amendment 
protects the rights of people accused of a crime, such as the right to a speedy trial. The Seventh 
Amendment explains that all trials can have a jury. The Eighth Amendment also protects the rights 
of people accused of a crime, such as the right not to have cruel or unusual punishment. The Ninth 
Amendment states that the American people have rights other than just the rights listed in the 
Constitution. Last but not least, the Tenth Amendment gives the power not mentioned in the Constitution 
to the people or the states.

The Bill of Rights

“The Bill of Rights” written for educational purposes.
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Constitutional Convention 

8 The Constitution was written in the 
summer of 1787 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
by delegates from 12 states, in order to 
replace the Articles of Confederation with a 
new form of government. There was a need 
for a new constitution in 1787 because there 
were problems with the original constitution. 
Each state legislature was invited to attend a 
convention in Philadelphia to discuss changes 
to the Articles. In May of that year, delegates3 
from 12 of the 13 states (Rhode Island sent no 
representatives) convened in Philadelphia to 
begin the work of redesigning the government 

and drafting a new constitution for the United States. 

9  The main goal of the Constitutional Convention was to create a government with a balance 
of power. The government needed to have enough power to act on a national level without putting 
Americans’ rights at risk. One way that this was accomplished was to separate the power of government. 
The powers of government were separated into three branches. Each of the three branches had checks 
and balances on those powers. That means each branch of government could not ever gain superiority or 
be powerful enough to take over, as the King of England did. 

10  The president of the Constitutional Convention was George Washington. James Madison is also 
known as the “Father of the Constitution” because of his help with the Constitution. In September of 
1787, it was sent to the states for ratification4. Nine of the thirteen states would have to approve the new 
constitution to become effective for those ratifying states. Finally, a debate began among the states over 
ratification. Those who argued that the Constitution should be approved were called Federalists; those 
who argued against it were called Anti-Federalists. The debate went on for months. In June of 1788, nine 
states had ratified the Constitution. The rest of the states ratified the Constitution once the Bill of Rights 
was added. 

The United States Constitution

3 delegates – person elected to represent others
4 ratification – approval
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Articles of the Constitution 

11  The U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a signed closing 
endorsement. Article One describes Congress, the legislative branch of the federal government. Congress 
consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate. The article explains elections for these positions 
and the qualifications for members of each body. Article One also outlines the powers given to the 
legislature. 

12 The President is head of the executive branch of the federal government. Article Two describes 
the office, qualifications, and duties of the President of the United States and the Vice President. It also 
explains situations which call for the removal of the President. Article Three describes the court system, 
called the judicial branch, of the United States which includes the Supreme Court. The article describes 
the kinds of cases the court takes. Article Four outlines the relationships among the states and between 
each state and the federal government. 

13  Article Five outlines the process of amending5 the Constitution. Article Six establishes the 
Constitution to be the supreme law of the land. It requires that all federal and state legislators, officers, 
and judges take oaths to support the Constitution. The states’ constitutions and laws should not conflict 
with the laws of the U.S. Constitution. Article Seven describes the process for establishing the proposed 
new frame of government. 

14  The signing of the United States Constitution occurred on September 17, 1787, when 39 
delegates to the Constitutional Convention endorsed the Constitution created during the convention. In 
addition to signatures, the closing endorsement included a brief declaration that the delegates’ work had 
been completed and that those whose signatures appeared on it agreed with the final document.

“The United States Constitution” written for educational purposes.

5 amending – making changes

Preamble to the Constitution
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic

Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

1040L
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The Grand Canyon

1020L

“The Grand Canyon” written for educational purposes.

1  Are you looking for an exciting vacation that is rated number one in the United States? Do you 
have a family to take with you? The Grand Canyon is one of the top-rated vacation spots in the world 
and is the number one vacation spot in the United States. With the help of the Colorado River, the Grand 
Canyon has expanded throughout history to become one of the most beautiful and inspiring sites ever. 
People from all over the world come to visit and see the beautiful canyon. If you want a silent nature trail 
where you can be alone and hike, the Grand Canyon might not be for you. It can get very crowded during 
the busy season. Now that the Grand Canyon has been officially named a UNESCO World Heritage site, 
about 4.5 million people visit each year. 

2  The Grand Canyon can be found in Arizona near both the Utah and Nevada state lines and lies 
partly in each of the three states. The beautiful canyon is one of the National Parks of the United States. 
The recreation portions of the park can be found in Utah at the National Recreation Area. In this park, 
there is abundant plant life and animal species. The National Park Service shows that the Grand Canyon is 
home to 1,500 plants, 355 birds, 89 mammals, 47 reptiles, 17 species of fish, and 9 amphibians. 

3  The south rim of the park is open year-round and is the busiest part of the park. It is close to the 
Utah state line and has the most beautiful views from far up on the cliffs. It is easy for anyone to get there 
and see the beautiful view. The north rim, however, is harder to access. Only hikers can access this part 
of the canyon because of the 10.5 miles that separate the two rims. The north rim is not open all year 
because it houses an airport and railway that do not run in the winter. It is also closed anytime there is 
inclement weather due to the danger it would pose to hikers along the bottom of the canyon. 

4  The Grand Canyon Skywalk, built in 2007, is another attraction that brings people to the canyon. 
The Skywalk is made of glass and stands about 4,000 feet above the bottom of the canyon. Walking on 
the glass makes visitors feel like they are flying. Some people visit the canyon just to walk the Skywalk. 

5  If you and your family are looking for a fun, family-friendly vacation spot, be sure to consider the 
Grand Canyon. The trip is one of the top-rated vacations in the United States and the world.
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“Rock Formations of the Grand Canyon” written for educational purposes.

Rock Formations of the Grand Canyon

6  The word grand does not even begin 
to describe the amazing beauty of the Grand 
Canyon. It stretches about 277 miles long and 
18 miles wide at its largest point. Six thousand 
feet down, the Colorado River runs through the 
canyon and has been flowing and eroding the 
sides of the canyon for millions of years. The 
amazing rock found at the bottom of this canyon 
is around two million years old. 

7  Scientists go to the Grand Canyon to 
study the rock formations throughout the canyon. 
After at least 70 million years, the Grand Canyon 
has about 40 unique rock layers that show the 
geologic evolution over time. There are also 
fossils throughout the canyon rock that show the 
plants and animals that lived there. 

8  The rock at the very bottom of the 
canyon is the Precambrian Basement Rock. This 
rock is classified as an igneous rock because 
it was formed by becoming superheated and 
turned into molten rock. The rock here is a lot 
like the Hawaii Islands formed from volcanic 
eruptions. When the magma from the eruption 
cooled, it formed a rock layer which is now the 
bottom layer of rocks found in the Grand Canyon. 

9  The next rock layer, Bright Angel Shale, 
is slightly greenish shale and is found at the 
Tonto Platform area of the canyon. This layer is 
thought to be about 515 million years old. After 
it had formed from the magma, the canyon was 
underwater. Underwater creatures swam in the 
muddy, warm sea. Even the worm-like creatures 
liked the water and burrowed into the sea floor. 
Most of their fossils are destroyed now from the 
pressure of the upper rock layers, but some of 
their tunnels can still be seen today. 

10  After the sea had declined, the canyon 
became muddy with many streams and small 
rivers flowed throughout. This environment was 
perfect for plants like ferns to grow, and reptiles 
moved in quickly. Fossils have been found of 
dragonflies with wings 12 inches across and ferns 
that fell into the mud thousands of years ago. 
This layer is called the Hermit Shale and is red 
because of the siltstone and sandstone. 

11  Those streams and rivers eventually dried 
up and left a sandstone similar to the Sahara 
Desert. Reptiles, spiders, scorpions, and other 
desert animals and insects made their home here. 
Many of their tracks can be found fossilized in 
the sandstone still today. This layer of the canyon, 
called Coconino Sandstone, is a lightly colored 
cliff that runs all along the canyon. It is close to 
the top so many people can see this sandstone 
from where they stand at the top. 

12  The top layer is the Kaibab Limestone, 
and it is the youngest rock layer found in the 
canyon. At about 270 million years old, there is 
evidence again that water covered the rock. Very 
shallow, warm water gave a home to sponges and 
other water creatures. Scientists easily find fossils 
of these creatures because the limestone is the 
uppermost layer of the canyon. 

13  Though the Grand Canyon is the not the 
widest, longest, or deepest canyon in the world, it 
continues to bring about 4.5 million visitors each 
year. Scientists also continue to frequent the site 
to collect fossils and study the rock formations 
made billions of years ago by Mother Nature.
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14  The Grand Canyon has been forming for billions of years. For thousands of those, the caves and 
caverns in the canyons have provided a home for the Havasupai Tribe. Today, they are in a section of the 
canyon known as the Cataract Canyon but were once living throughout the entire canyon. 

15  Many years ago, the Havasupai Tribe relied on hunting and gathering to survive. They lived above 
the canyon and inside the canyon walls. They came to depend on plant life and the Colorado River to 
meet their needs. The Hopi Tribe nearby began to trade with the Havasupai and introduced new crops 
that would later become important to the Havasupai people. Sunflowers and gourds were two of the 
important crops introduced by the Hopi Tribe. 

16  Between 1882 and 1920, the United States government seized the land at the top of the 
canyon. The plateau happened to be where the Havasupai Tribe stayed during the winter. Over time, the 
government had taken almost all of their land and proclaimed it free for public use. The Havasupai people 
were not even aware that this had happened and did not find out their land had been seized for several 
years. That was not the only problem the Havasupai Tribe faced. Settlers began moving into the area with 
diseases that the Havasupai Tribe was not immune to. Many Havasupai people died of smallpox, measles, 
and the flu, and by 1906, only 166 tribal members were left alive. 

17  It was not until 1928 that the Havasupai people were completely forced out of the canyon by the 
National Park Service. Though they fought to keep their traditions, their lives were never the same. The 
Havasupai people went to court to stand up and fight for their land. They were able to prove that the 
United States government had illegally seized the land years before. This meant that they again had the 
right to live in the canyon and were given 185,000 acres of land for their tribe. Another 95,300 acres were 
considered the property of the Havasupai people but were looked after and cared for by the National 
Parks Service. 

18  Today the Havasupai Tribe is alive and well and dwelling in their Grand Canyon home. They 
continue to respect the traditions of the ancestors but have also adopted new traditions. The Havasupai 
Tribe has over 1,000 members who often work in and around the canyon, often choosing to work in the 
lodges and tourist offices.

1020L

“Native People of the Grand Canyon” written for educational purposes.

Native People of the Grand Canyon
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There are a variety of ways of doing this. Today we will learn how to use Evidence-Based 
Terminology (EBT). Evidenced-Based Terminology is the use of words and phrases to show we 
got the information from the text. 

You do not have to use these words and phrases for every A and B sentence! You do want to use 
at least one of these words or phrases in each middle paragraph. 

Model: 
1. Today you will be creating two anchor charts.
 *Teachers: The first anchor chart is a collection of EBT phrases. We will be giving some 

examples of Evidence-Based Terminology in this lesson. You may also want to do a 
google search on “evidence-based terminology” and compile a list of additional EBT 
phrases and add them to the anchor chart over the next few days.

 Anchor Chart Example:   Evidence-Based Terminology Examples
  • According to ______________, …
  • The author of _______________ states,…
  • The passage ________________ says,…
  • It clearly states in ________________ that….
  • The text ____________________ mentions…

WRITING: LESSON 27
Referencing Sources

Today students will be learning how to properly reference sources 
when using information from the passages.  

The following passages will be used in this lesson:

The Declaration of Independence
The Bill of Rights

The United States Constitution

Lesson 27
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Lesson 27

2. The second anchor chart shows the ways students may reference their sources. 

 Anchor Chart Example:  Referencing Your Source
  • Title: reference the title of the article.
  • Source Number: reference the source number 

only if there is a source number stated at the 
top of the passage. 

  • Author: state the author of the source.
  • Page Number/Paragraph Number: state the 

page number and paragraph number. 

  When citing sources students will use one of the EBT phrases with the specific passage 
title, source #, author, or page # and paragraph #. That way they are citing the exact source 
they are getting the information from. If the passages are titled as Source 1 and Source 2, 
they must cite by stating which exact source they took the information from. 

3. Show students how to use these phrases by including either the title, source #, author, or 
page # and paragraph # of the article. Make sure they understand that EBT phrases can 
be used at the beginning or end of a quote or paraphrase. Encourage students to use 
different ones throughout their essays to create variety.

 
 Examples of quotes with EBT from “Founding Documents” passage set:
 The text “The Declaration of Independence” states, “On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of 

Independence was adopted.”

 “The Bill of Rights, written by James Madison, includes the first ten amendments of the U.S. 
Constitution,” according to the article “The Bill of Rights.” 

 Paragraph 10 of article 3 mentions, “The president of the Constitutional Convention was 
George Washington.”

4. Students must be specific when referencing their sources. They cannot just say “In the 
text…” They need to be specific by stating the title, author, source, or page number and 
paragraph number. Model this with examples and non-examples during your lesson. 
Explicitly show them the difference between EBT without a title, author, source number, etc. 
(which is wrong) and EBT with a title, author, source number, etc. (which is correct).

Guided Practice: 
5. Practice together using the “Guided Practice” worksheet and the following quote. 
 “The U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a 

signed closing endorsement.” 
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6. Work together to include EBT at the beginning of this quote. There can be many variations. 
 Examples: 
 - As stated by the author of “The United States Constitution,” “The U.S. Constitution 

consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a signed closing endorsement.”

 - According to paragraph 11 of “The United States Constitution,” “The U.S. Constitution 
consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a signed closing endorsement.”

7. Take the same quote and work together to use EBT at the end of the quote. 
 Examples: 
 “The U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a signed 

closing endorsement,” says the author of “The United States Constitution.”
 
 “The U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a signed 

closing endorsement,” mentions the passage “The United States Constitution.”

Independent Practice: 
8. Have students complete the “Independent Practice” worksheet alone. Review the variations 

of ways to add EBT to the quote provided. Remind them they can use EBT at the beginning 
or end of the sentence. They can cite the author, title, source number, or page and 
paragraph number. 

 

Homework: 
9. Have students complete the “Homework” worksheet for homework. 

Lesson 27
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Guided Practice Name: ______________________________

Referencing Sources: Evidence-Based Terminology

Directions: Use the quote provided from “The United States Constitution” and add EBT to the 
beginning of the quote to properly reference the source. 

“The U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, 
seven articles, and a signed closing endorsement.” 

Directions: Use the quote provided from “The United States Constitution” and add EBT to the 
end of the quote to properly reference the source. 

The following passages will be used in this activity:

The United States Constitution

Lesson 27
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Independent Practice Name: ______________________________

Referencing Sources: Evidence-Based Terminology

Directions: Use the quote provided from “The Bill of Rights” and add EBT to the beginning of 
the quote to properly reference the source. 

“The Bill of Rights is a list of limits on government power so the country 
would never be under the rule of another king with ultimate power.”

Directions: Use the quote provided from “The Bill of Rights” and add EBT to the end of the 
quote to properly reference the source. 

The following passages will be used in this activity:

The Bill of Rights

Lesson 27



Top Score Writing – Grade 7

169Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2020 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

Homework Name: ______________________________

Referencing Sources: Evidence-Based Terminology

Directions: Use the quote provided from “The Declaration of Independence” and add EBT to 
the beginning of the quote to properly reference the source. 

“The Declaration of Independence is considered by many 
to be the foundation of American freedom.”

Directions: Use the quote provided from “The Declaration of Independence” and add EBT to 
the end of the quote to properly reference the source. 

The following passages will be used in this activity:

The Declaration of Independence

Lesson 27
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1  By the summer of 1776, the Thirteen Colonies 
and Great Britain had been at war for more than a year. 
The relationship between the colonies and the mother 
country had been worsening since 1763. The British 
government, called Parliament, had been taxing the 
colonies. Britain wanted revenue1 from the colonies. 
Many colonists believed that Parliament had no right 
to impose taxes upon them. The colonists found it 
unfair that they had no representative in Parliament 
to argue their side. They yelled, “No taxation without 
representation!” 

2  In June of 1776, Congress debated 
independence for four days. Finally, a committee was 
formed to write a formal declaration of independence 
from Britain. The committee was made up of five men: 
John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin of 
Pennsylvania, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Robert 
R. Livingston of New York, and Thomas Jefferson of 
Virginia. The Committee of Five decided that Jefferson 
should write the declaration. 

3  On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress 
voted to declare independence from England. For two 
days Congress carefully edited Jefferson’s original 
document. They shortened it, removed unnecessary wording, and improved sentence structure. On July 
4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted. It was signed that day by John Hancock, the 
President of the Continental Congress. The rest of the Congress signed two months later. 

4  The declaration contained three sections: a general statement and the purpose of government, 
a list of complaints against the British King, and the declaration of independence from England. The 
Declaration of Independence is considered by many to be the foundation of American freedom. The first 
sentence of the Preamble2 is considered to be one of the best-known sentences in the English language. 
It states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” The Declaration of Independence has been quoted by great Americans such as Abraham 
Lincoln and Martin Luther King Jr. who have referenced it as a beacon of hope for all people everywhere.

The Declaration of Independence

1040L

“The Declaration of Independence” written for educational purposes.

1 revenue – income, earnings or money
2 Preamble – the introduction of a document



Top Score Writing – Grade 7

8 Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2020 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.

1040L

5  The Bill of Rights, written 
by James Madison, includes the 
first ten amendments of the 
U.S. Constitution. Several states 
wanted protection for individual 
liberties specifically stated in the 
Constitution. The Bill of Rights is a 
list of limits on government power 
so the country would never be 
under the rule of another king with 
ultimate power. 

6  The first five amendments 
are extremely important and 
protect individual rights that all 
Americans deserve to have. The 
First Amendment protects the 
right of people to have freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech, press, 
assembly, and petition. The Second 
Amendment protects the right 
to keep and bear arms, or guns, in order to maintain an army. The Third Amendment prevents soldiers 
from staying at someone’s private home without their permission. The Fourth Amendment protects the 
freedom from unreasonable searches of people or their homes. The Fifth Amendment gives certain legal 
rights. 

7  The last five amendments in the Bill of Rights protect various legal rights. The Sixth Amendment 
protects the rights of people accused of a crime, such as the right to a speedy trial. The Seventh 
Amendment explains that all trials can have a jury. The Eighth Amendment also protects the rights 
of people accused of a crime, such as the right not to have cruel or unusual punishment. The Ninth 
Amendment states that the American people have rights other than just the rights listed in the 
Constitution. Last but not least, the Tenth Amendment gives the power not mentioned in the Constitution 
to the people or the states.

The Bill of Rights

“The Bill of Rights” written for educational purposes.
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Constitutional Convention 

8 The Constitution was written in the 
summer of 1787 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
by delegates from 12 states, in order to 
replace the Articles of Confederation with a 
new form of government. There was a need 
for a new constitution in 1787 because there 
were problems with the original constitution. 
Each state legislature was invited to attend a 
convention in Philadelphia to discuss changes 
to the Articles. In May of that year, delegates3 
from 12 of the 13 states (Rhode Island sent no 
representatives) convened in Philadelphia to 
begin the work of redesigning the government 

and drafting a new constitution for the United States. 

9  The main goal of the Constitutional Convention was to create a government with a balance 
of power. The government needed to have enough power to act on a national level without putting 
Americans’ rights at risk. One way that this was accomplished was to separate the power of government. 
The powers of government were separated into three branches. Each of the three branches had checks 
and balances on those powers. That means each branch of government could not ever gain superiority or 
be powerful enough to take over, as the King of England did. 

10  The president of the Constitutional Convention was George Washington. James Madison is also 
known as the “Father of the Constitution” because of his help with the Constitution. In September of 
1787, it was sent to the states for ratification4. Nine of the thirteen states would have to approve the new 
constitution to become effective for those ratifying states. Finally, a debate began among the states over 
ratification. Those who argued that the Constitution should be approved were called Federalists; those 
who argued against it were called Anti-Federalists. The debate went on for months. In June of 1788, nine 
states had ratified the Constitution. The rest of the states ratified the Constitution once the Bill of Rights 
was added. 

The United States Constitution

3 delegates – person elected to represent others
4 ratification – approval
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Articles of the Constitution 

11  The U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a signed closing 
endorsement. Article One describes Congress, the legislative branch of the federal government. Congress 
consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate. The article explains elections for these positions 
and the qualifications for members of each body. Article One also outlines the powers given to the 
legislature. 

12 The President is head of the executive branch of the federal government. Article Two describes 
the office, qualifications, and duties of the President of the United States and the Vice President. It also 
explains situations which call for the removal of the President. Article Three describes the court system, 
called the judicial branch, of the United States which includes the Supreme Court. The article describes 
the kinds of cases the court takes. Article Four outlines the relationships among the states and between 
each state and the federal government. 

13  Article Five outlines the process of amending5 the Constitution. Article Six establishes the 
Constitution to be the supreme law of the land. It requires that all federal and state legislators, officers, 
and judges take oaths to support the Constitution. The states’ constitutions and laws should not conflict 
with the laws of the U.S. Constitution. Article Seven describes the process for establishing the proposed 
new frame of government. 

14  The signing of the United States Constitution occurred on September 17, 1787, when 39 
delegates to the Constitutional Convention endorsed the Constitution created during the convention. In 
addition to signatures, the closing endorsement included a brief declaration that the delegates’ work had 
been completed and that those whose signatures appeared on it agreed with the final document.

“The United States Constitution” written for educational purposes.

5 amending – making changes

Preamble to the Constitution
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic

Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

1040L
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*Note to teachers: All examples included in this lesson are based on the plan below 
responding to the advanced prompt. 

Example Planning
I  Founding Documents
T1  Declaration of Independence a. Creation b. Sections
T2  Bill of Rights a. Amendments 1-5 b. Amendments 6-10
T3  U.S. Constitution a. Constitutional Convention  b. Articles 
C  Founding Documents

Model: 
1. Up until now, we have been working on basic middle paragraphs. We learned that all three 

middle paragraphs should have a “T” sentence, 3-4A sentences, and 3-4B sentences. We are 
still going to keep this structure.

2. We are going to work on having 4-6 sentences about A and 4-6 sentences about B.

3. Instead of just taking information from the text and making our own 4-6A and 4-6B 
sentences, we are now going to write quotes, paraphrase information, and include some of 
our own thoughts and ideas. These are called elaborative techniques. In middle school, you 
have to use these throughout your essay to get a passing score. 

4. Today’s lesson is just going to be an overview. I want you to see what a full middle 
paragraph looks like using quotes, paraphrases, and own ideas. Then over the next few 
days, I will teach you how to do each of these.

5. Let’s take a look at a basic example essay about the founding documents using the 
articles “The Declaration of Independence,” “The Bill of Rights,” and “The United States 
Constitution.”

WRITING: LESSON 29
Middle Paragraphs – Overview

Today the students will be learning how to write more advanced middle paragraphs 
using a variety of elaborative techniques.

Lesson 29

The following passages will be used in this lesson:

The Declaration of Independence
The Bill of Rights

The United States Constitution
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Lesson 29

6. If you look at the middle paragraphs, we have a topic sentence (red), 4-6 sentences about A 
(blue), and 4-6 sentences about B (green).

7. Just like in Section 1 of the curriculum, our middle paragraphs should have a topic 
sentence, then 4-6 sentences about your A (from planning), and 4-6 sentences about B 
(from planning).

8. Let’s look at the essay titled “Advanced Essay.”

9. Without reading any of the words, just look at the colors. The sentences highlighted in 
blue are quotes, in green are paraphrases, and in pink are our own thoughts and ideas. This 
is only done in our middle paragraphs. We still have 4-6 about A and 4-6 about B, but we 
wrote them as quotes, paraphrases, or our own ideas.

 Blue – QUOTES
 Green – PARAPHRASES
 Pink – OWN THOUGHTS and IDEAS

Think aloud:
10. Let’s study this for a few minutes. Point out the following things to students:
 • There is a balance between quotes, paraphrases, and own thoughts/ideas. You don’t want 

to see too many quotes or too much paraphrasing. There needs to be a balance!
 • Every time there is a quote or paraphrase, we must reference our source at least once in 

each middle paragraph. 
 • When writing our own thoughts and ideas, we do not use EBT.
 • Quotes have quotation marks around the part of the text that was quoted.
 • Own thoughts and ideas usually come after quotes or after paraphrases. They are not 

random thoughts or ideas. They are thoughts and ideas ABOUT the quote or paraphrased 
information in front of it. Own thoughts and ideas are 1-2 sentences. 

 • Look at the first blue quote about the Preamble. Read that quote. Right after that are two 
sentences using my own thought/idea about that quote in pink. They are not from the 
text; these are my own thoughts/ideas about what the quote stated.

 • Look in the T2 paragraph at the blue quote. Right after the quote is a paraphrase. Read 
the quote and the paraphrase. After both, I just gave a thought about what they said.

 • This is the same with paraphrasing. Look at the first green sentence in the T1 paragraph. I 
paraphrased some information from the text about how the Declaration of Independence 
was created. After I paraphrased, I gave my own thought/idea about what the paraphrase 
just stated (pink).

 • You don’t always have to put a thought/idea after quotes and paraphrases, but you should 
try to most of the time if it makes sense and flows with the essay.

 • In the T1 paragraph, you can see that after my third green sentence, I did not put a 
thought/idea. I went right into a quote.

 • You will also notice some sentences don’t have a color. Those sentences are not quotes, 
paraphrases, or own thoughts/ideas. Those are just sentences that introduce the topic. For 
the first sentence about “A,” you just want to introduce what your “A” is. This is the same 
as the first sentence about “B.”
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 • The rule to follow is 1-2 quotes per middle paragraph. The rest is a balance of paraphrases 
and own thoughts and ideas. Try to paraphrase at least two times in each middle 
paragraph.

11. Over the next few days, we will be talking about quotes, paraphrases, and own thoughts/
ideas. We will then start practicing writing our middle paragraphs using these elaborative 
techniques.

Review:
 • Students must include precise references to sources. 
 • A and B sentences should be quotes, paraphrases, and own thoughts and ideas.
 • There should be a balance of quotes, paraphrases, and own thoughts and ideas.
 • Only 1-2 quotes per middle paragraph (avoid quoting too much).
 • Own thoughts/ideas should be more than 1 sentence long.
 • You must reference your source 1-2 times per middle paragraph. 

Homework: 
12. Hand out the homework assignment. 
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Lesson 29

Document Camera Name: ______________________________

Basic Essay

Prompt: The founding documents are the documents that helped shape the United States. Think 
about what you have learned about the most important documents in American history. Use 

information from the passages to inform the reader about the founding documents. 

The founding documents are the most important sources in American history 
because they were the foundation of our nation. The three documents are the Declaration of 
Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the United States Constitution. Every American should 
know about these important documents.

To begin with, the Declaration of Independence is the first founding document 
created. The creation of the Declaration of Independence was complicated. It states in 
“The Declaration of Independence” that it took a committee of five men one month to write 
the Declaration of Independence and then the Continental Congress edited it. It seems 
as though a lot of time and thought went into drafting the Declaration of Independence. 
These men were passionate about being released from the king’s control. The Declaration of 
Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776. This is why we celebrate the 4th of July every year 
in the United States. The fireworks serve to celebrate freedom. Additionally, the Declaration 
of Independence has three unique sections. The first section, called the Preamble, contains 
one very famous sentence that is quoted in many great American speeches. It says, “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness,”(The Declaration of Independence). Americans should feel grateful to live in 
this country. Basic rights are not a guarantee in all places around the world. This founding 
document is clearly a backbone to our country.

Second, another founding document is the Bill of Rights, which includes the first 
ten amendments of the Constitution. The first five amendments are very significant. The 
article “The Bill of Rights” states that “The first five amendments are extremely important 
and protect individual rights that all Americans deserve to have.” The first five amendments 
include the right to free speech and the right to bear arms (Source 2). The first five 
amendments are what make our country unique and special. They should not be taken for 
granted. The last five amendments refer to legal rights. For example, the Sixth Amendment 
protects the rights of people accused of a crime and the Seventh Amendment explains the 
right to have a jury trial, says the passage “The Bill of Rights.” The same passage goes on to 
describe the Eighth Amendment, which protects people accused of a crime, and the Ninth 
and Tenth Amendments, which explain things not mentioned in the Constitution. The last 
five amendments were certainly not an afterthought. They are just as important as the first 
five amendments. The Bill of Rights supports all people of the United States.
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Third, the most well-known founding document is the U.S. Constitution. The 
Constitution was created during the Constitutional Convention. “In May of that 
year, delegates from 12 of the 13 states convened in Philadelphia to begin the work of 
redesigning the government and drafting a new constitution for the United States” (The 
U.S. Constitution). As you can see, writing the most important document in U.S. history was 
a carefully planned process. The delegates did not complete this task hastily. The article 
stated that the president of the Constitutional Convention was George Washington and 
the goal was to create a new form of government which took months. The Constitution is 
organized into different parts. In the text “The United States Constitution,” it says that “The 
U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles and a signed closing 
endorsement.” The Constitution is organized because it makes it easier to understand the way 
our government is structured. It is amazing how our Founding Fathers created this document 
that still works for our government today. Most people are familiar with the Constitution as 
the most well-known founding document.

As you can see, the three United States founding documents are the Declaration of 
Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the Constitution. These founding documents form the 
foundation of our nation. Our country would not be a unique democracy without these three 
important documents.

Lesson 29
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Lesson 29

Document Camera Name: ______________________________

Advanced Essay

Prompt: In history class, you have been studying the Founding Fathers of the United States of 
America. These men wrote three important documents to guide our citizens and to signify the 
beliefs they hoped our new country would represent. Your teacher has asked you to write an 

essay that explains the importance of the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and 
the U.S. Constitution. Your essay must be based on the concepts and ideas that can be found in 

the passage set. Make sure to include information from all the passages in your essay. 

The founding documents are the most important sources in American history because 
they were the foundation of our nation. The three founding documents are the Declaration of 
Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the United States Constitution. Every American should 
know about these important documents.

To begin with, the Declaration of Independence is the first founding document 
created. The creation of the Declaration of Independence was complicated. It states in 
“The Declaration of Independence” that it took a committee of five men one month to write 
the Declaration of Independence and then the Continental Congress edited it. It seems 
as though a lot of time and thought went into drafting the Declaration of Independence. 
These men were passionate about being released from the king’s control. The Declaration of 
Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776. This is why we celebrate the 4th of July every year 
in the United States. The fireworks serve to celebrate freedom. Additionally, the Declaration 
of Independence has three unique sections. The first section, called the Preamble, contains 
one very famous sentence that is quoted in many great American speeches. It says, “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness,”(The Declaration of Independence). Americans should feel grateful to live in 
this country. Basic rights are not a guarantee in all places around the world. This founding 
document is clearly a backbone to our country.

Second, another founding document is the Bill of Rights, which includes the first 
ten amendments of the Constitution. The first five amendments are very significant. The 
article “The Bill of Rights” states that “The first five amendments are extremely important 
and protect individual rights that all Americans deserve to have.” The first five amendments 
include the right to free speech and the right to bear arms (Source 2). The first five 
amendments are what make our country unique and special. They should not be taken for 
granted. The last five amendments refer to legal rights. For example, the Sixth Amendment 
protects the rights of people accused of a crime and the Seventh Amendment explains the 
right to have a jury trial, says the passage “The Bill of Rights.” The same passage goes on to 
describe the Eighth Amendment, which protects people accused of a crime, and the Ninth 
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and Tenth Amendments, which explain things not mentioned in the Constitution. The last 
five amendments were certainly not an afterthought. They are just as important as the first 
five amendments. The Bill of Rights supports all people of the United States.

Third, the most well-known founding document is the U.S. Constitution. The 
Constitution was created during the Constitutional Convention. “In May of that 
year, delegates from 12 of the 13 states convened in Philadelphia to begin the work of 
redesigning the government and drafting a new constitution for the United States” (The 
U.S. Constitution). As you can see, writing the most important document in U.S. history was 
a carefully planned process. The delegates did not complete this task hastily. The article 
stated that the president of the Constitutional Convention was George Washington and 
the goal was to create a new form of government which took months. The Constitution is 
organized into different parts. In the text “The United States Constitution,” it says that “The 
U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles and a signed closing 
endorsement.” The Constitution is organized because it makes it easier to understand the way 
our government is structured. It is amazing how our Founding Fathers created this document 
that still works for our government today. Most people are familiar with the Constitution as 
the most well-known founding document.

As you can see, the three United States founding documents are the Declaration of 
Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the Constitution. These founding documents form the 
foundation of our nation. Our country would not be a unique democracy without these three 
important documents.

Lesson 29
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Lesson 29

Homework Name: ______________________________

Directions: Look over the three middle paragraphs. Highlight or underline the quotes in one 
color, the paraphrases in another color, and the own thoughts and ideas in a third color. Then 
draw a circle around the references in every paragraph.

Advanced Essay

The founding documents are the most important sources in American history because 
they were the foundation of our nation. The three founding documents are the Declaration of 
Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the United States Constitution. Every American should 
know about these important documents.

 To begin with, the Declaration of Independence is the first founding document 
created. The creation of the Declaration of Independence was complicated. It states in 
“The Declaration of Independence” that it took a committee of five men one month to write 
the Declaration of Independence and then the Continental Congress edited it. It seems 
as though a lot of time and thought went into drafting the Declaration of Independence. 
These men were passionate about being released from the king’s control. The Declaration of 
Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776. This is why we celebrate the 4th of July every year 
in the United States. The fireworks serve to celebrate freedom. Additionally, the Declaration 
of Independence has three unique sections. The first section, called the Preamble, contains 
one very famous sentence that is quoted in many great American speeches. It says, “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness,”(The Declaration of Independence). Americans should feel grateful to live in this 
country. Basic rights are not a guarantee in all places around the world.

 Second, another founding document is the Bill of Rights, which includes the 
first ten amendments of the Constitution. The first five amendments are very significant. 
The article “The Bill of Rights” states that “The first five amendments are extremely 
important and protect individual rights that all Americans deserve to have.” The first five 
amendments include the right to free speech and the right to bear arms (Source 2). The first 
five amendments are what make our country unique and special. They should not be taken for 
granted. The last five amendments refer to legal rights. For example, the Sixth Amendment 
protects the rights of people accused of a crime and the Seventh Amendment explains the 
right to have a jury trial, says the passage “The Bill of Rights.” The same passage goes on to 
describe the Eighth Amendment, which protects people accused of a crime, and the Ninth 
and Tenth Amendments, which explain things not mentioned in the Constitution. The last 
five amendments were certainly not an afterthought. They are just as important as the first 
five amendments.

 Third, the most well-known founding document is the U.S. Constitution. 
The Constitution was created during the Constitutional Convention. “In May of that 
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year, delegates from 12 of the 13 states convened in Philadelphia to begin the work of 
redesigning the government and drafting a new constitution for the United States” (The 
U.S. Constitution). As you can see, writing the most important document in U.S. history was 
a carefully planned process. The delegates did not complete this task hastily. The article 
stated that the president of the Constitutional Convention was George Washington and 
the goal was to create a new form of government which took months. The Constitution is 
organized into different parts. In the text “The United States Constitution,” it says that “The 
U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles and a signed closing 
endorsement.” The Constitution is organized because it makes it easier to understand the way 
our government is structured. It is amazing how our Founding Fathers created this document 
that still works for our government today.

 As you can see, the three United States founding documents are the 
Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the Constitution. These founding 
documents form the foundation of our nation. Our country would not be a unique democracy 
without these three important documents.
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1  By the summer of 1776, the Thirteen Colonies 
and Great Britain had been at war for more than a year. 
The relationship between the colonies and the mother 
country had been worsening since 1763. The British 
government, called Parliament, had been taxing the 
colonies. Britain wanted revenue1 from the colonies. 
Many colonists believed that Parliament had no right 
to impose taxes upon them. The colonists found it 
unfair that they had no representative in Parliament 
to argue their side. They yelled, “No taxation without 
representation!” 

2  In June of 1776, Congress debated 
independence for four days. Finally, a committee was 
formed to write a formal declaration of independence 
from Britain. The committee was made up of five men: 
John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin of 
Pennsylvania, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Robert 
R. Livingston of New York, and Thomas Jefferson of 
Virginia. The Committee of Five decided that Jefferson 
should write the declaration. 

3  On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress 
voted to declare independence from England. For two 
days Congress carefully edited Jefferson’s original 
document. They shortened it, removed unnecessary wording, and improved sentence structure. On July 
4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted. It was signed that day by John Hancock, the 
President of the Continental Congress. The rest of the Congress signed two months later. 

4  The declaration contained three sections: a general statement and the purpose of government, 
a list of complaints against the British King, and the declaration of independence from England. The 
Declaration of Independence is considered by many to be the foundation of American freedom. The first 
sentence of the Preamble2 is considered to be one of the best-known sentences in the English language. 
It states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” The Declaration of Independence has been quoted by great Americans such as Abraham 
Lincoln and Martin Luther King Jr. who have referenced it as a beacon of hope for all people everywhere.

The Declaration of Independence

1040L

“The Declaration of Independence” written for educational purposes.

1 revenue – income, earnings or money
2 Preamble – the introduction of a document
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5  The Bill of Rights, written 
by James Madison, includes the 
first ten amendments of the 
U.S. Constitution. Several states 
wanted protection for individual 
liberties specifically stated in the 
Constitution. The Bill of Rights is a 
list of limits on government power 
so the country would never be 
under the rule of another king with 
ultimate power. 

6  The first five amendments 
are extremely important and 
protect individual rights that all 
Americans deserve to have. The 
First Amendment protects the 
right of people to have freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech, press, 
assembly, and petition. The Second 
Amendment protects the right 
to keep and bear arms, or guns, in order to maintain an army. The Third Amendment prevents soldiers 
from staying at someone’s private home without their permission. The Fourth Amendment protects the 
freedom from unreasonable searches of people or their homes. The Fifth Amendment gives certain legal 
rights. 

7  The last five amendments in the Bill of Rights protect various legal rights. The Sixth Amendment 
protects the rights of people accused of a crime, such as the right to a speedy trial. The Seventh 
Amendment explains that all trials can have a jury. The Eighth Amendment also protects the rights 
of people accused of a crime, such as the right not to have cruel or unusual punishment. The Ninth 
Amendment states that the American people have rights other than just the rights listed in the 
Constitution. Last but not least, the Tenth Amendment gives the power not mentioned in the Constitution 
to the people or the states.

The Bill of Rights

“The Bill of Rights” written for educational purposes.
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Constitutional Convention 

8 The Constitution was written in the 
summer of 1787 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
by delegates from 12 states, in order to 
replace the Articles of Confederation with a 
new form of government. There was a need 
for a new constitution in 1787 because there 
were problems with the original constitution. 
Each state legislature was invited to attend a 
convention in Philadelphia to discuss changes 
to the Articles. In May of that year, delegates3 
from 12 of the 13 states (Rhode Island sent no 
representatives) convened in Philadelphia to 
begin the work of redesigning the government 

and drafting a new constitution for the United States. 

9  The main goal of the Constitutional Convention was to create a government with a balance 
of power. The government needed to have enough power to act on a national level without putting 
Americans’ rights at risk. One way that this was accomplished was to separate the power of government. 
The powers of government were separated into three branches. Each of the three branches had checks 
and balances on those powers. That means each branch of government could not ever gain superiority or 
be powerful enough to take over, as the King of England did. 

10  The president of the Constitutional Convention was George Washington. James Madison is also 
known as the “Father of the Constitution” because of his help with the Constitution. In September of 
1787, it was sent to the states for ratification4. Nine of the thirteen states would have to approve the new 
constitution to become effective for those ratifying states. Finally, a debate began among the states over 
ratification. Those who argued that the Constitution should be approved were called Federalists; those 
who argued against it were called Anti-Federalists. The debate went on for months. In June of 1788, nine 
states had ratified the Constitution. The rest of the states ratified the Constitution once the Bill of Rights 
was added. 

The United States Constitution

3 delegates – person elected to represent others
4 ratification – approval
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Articles of the Constitution 

11  The U.S. Constitution consists of a preamble, or introduction, seven articles, and a signed closing 
endorsement. Article One describes Congress, the legislative branch of the federal government. Congress 
consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate. The article explains elections for these positions 
and the qualifications for members of each body. Article One also outlines the powers given to the 
legislature. 

12 The President is head of the executive branch of the federal government. Article Two describes 
the office, qualifications, and duties of the President of the United States and the Vice President. It also 
explains situations which call for the removal of the President. Article Three describes the court system, 
called the judicial branch, of the United States which includes the Supreme Court. The article describes 
the kinds of cases the court takes. Article Four outlines the relationships among the states and between 
each state and the federal government. 

13  Article Five outlines the process of amending5 the Constitution. Article Six establishes the 
Constitution to be the supreme law of the land. It requires that all federal and state legislators, officers, 
and judges take oaths to support the Constitution. The states’ constitutions and laws should not conflict 
with the laws of the U.S. Constitution. Article Seven describes the process for establishing the proposed 
new frame of government. 

14  The signing of the United States Constitution occurred on September 17, 1787, when 39 
delegates to the Constitutional Convention endorsed the Constitution created during the convention. In 
addition to signatures, the closing endorsement included a brief declaration that the delegates’ work had 
been completed and that those whose signatures appeared on it agreed with the final document.

“The United States Constitution” written for educational purposes.

5 amending – making changes

Preamble to the Constitution
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic

Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

1040L
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