Middle School Curriculum Training Note-Taking Guide
Date:

Presenter and Contact
Information:

Goal: What do I want to take away from
this training?

Questions I have:
•
•
•

Program Overview: Curriculum
Passages

•
•

Each grade level curriculum set contains a range of Lexiled
passages that are on, above, and below grade level.
The Lexile can be found in the ___________________________
______________________________________ of the passage.

Lessons

•
•

There are ___________________ lessons for my grade level.
Student activity sheets are located behind each lesson.

Digital

•
•

To log in, go to ___________________________________________________
Username: ________________________Password: _____________________

Assessment Overview
•
•
•

Students will take the state assessment in the month of _______________.
They can score a max of _______________________ points in ____________ categories.
Students will be required to read between _________ - __________words.
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Testing Time: Students must complete essay in ____________________ minutes.

Reading

20-30 min

Planning

10-15 min

Writing

60-75 min

Editing

Any extra time

Teaching Tip: Consider
making time breakdowns into
___________________________ charts.

Writing Breakdown:
60-75 Minutes
1st paragraph 5-10 min
2nd paragraph 15-20 min
3rd paragraph 15-20 min
4th paragraph 15-20 min
5th paragraph 5-10 min

Assessment resources can be found at: ___________________________________________________
________________________________ are useful when scoring and as models
for students. Consider enlarging one to poster size to display.
Things to remember:
•
•
•
•

Section 1: Expository

Expository writing is not text-based. Use expository to teach ____________________________
_______________________ skills.
Expository planning is called an ________________ outline.
R=_______________________
A’s and B’s are __________________ or __________________
of the “big ideas.”
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Benefits of color-coding when modeling:______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Structure of Expository paragraphs:
Introduction
Middle Paragraphs
3-4 sentences
9-10 sentences
• Hook
• Topic Sentence
•
•
•
•
•

Conclusion
3-4 sentences

•
•
•

Section 2: Informative

Informative writing is text-based. Students read ________ - _______ passages and then
respond to a prompt.
Informative planning is called an ___________________
outline.
T=_____________________________
When planning, students should _________________
and __________________ the information in the
passage that they put on their plans.

[
I Martin Luther King Jr.
T1 Life

a. Early Life
b. Assassination

T2 Civil Rights

a. I Have a Dream Speech
b. Making a difference

T3 Legacy

a. National Holiday
b. Memorial

C Martin Luther King Jr.
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Teaching the Middle Paragraphs: There are __________ ways to write a/b sentences.
Teach one way at a time.
•
•
•

Paraphrase: Restate evidence from the text COMPLETELY in your own words.
Quote: Copy evidence from the text EXACTLY how it is written.
Own Thoughts and Ideas: Respond to evidence with a NEW personal thought

Referencing: Students MUST reference the source when including evidence from the
text. They may reference the source in two ways:
•

•
•

•
•

Using EBT
E=_____________________________ B=_________________________ T=_____________________
Examples:
o
o
Using Parenthetical Citations (________________)
Refer to the source using the:
o Title, Author, Source, or Page #/Paragraph #

Teaching Tip:
Create Anchor
Charts

Tips to Remember!
• There should be a ________________________________ of quotes, paraphrases,
and own thoughts/ideas.
Limit quotes to ____________________ per middle paragraph.
Own thoughts/ideas should come _________________________________ evidence and
be _______________ sentences long.

After quoting or paraphrasing, students respond to evidence with their Own Thought
or Idea. These do NOT come from the text. Students may:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Explain the importance of the evidence
__________________ the cause or effect
Clarify _______________________________________________________________________________
Discuss ______________________________________________________________________________
___________________on how the evidence supports the topic (or reason for opinion)
Agree/Disagree with quote/paraphrase and explain why
Model with non-examples! Non-examples look like: _________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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At the end of each section, it is important to
spend time reviewing and revising.
Strategies to try:
•
•
•
•

Section 3: Argumentative Writing
Argumentative planning is called an __________________ outline.
It is important for students to “clearly and explicitly state and maintain their
position.” Write the ___________________ next to “I” and “C” on the plan.
Students must clearly state their claim in the introduction, body paragraphs
and conclusion.
Self-Check! Students must be able to _____________________________________________________.
___________________________ is when
students respond to the
opposition’s point of view.
A counterclaim is required for 7th
and 8th grade students.

Section 5: Additional Activities and Strategies
This section is most often used _________________________________________________
Strategies I want to try:
•
•
•

www.topscorewriting.com
Sign up for contact list!

©Top Score Writing 2021

