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Introduction

Expectations for student writing proficiency in K-12 education are high. National and state standards,
and the assessments that have been developed in support of them, typically require students to produce
informational, argumentative, and/or narrative texts featuring clear purpose, focus, and organization;
well-developed evidence and elaboration; and adherence to the conventions of standard English. All too
often, students are unprepared to meet those expectations, while teachers may not feel they have the
tools to help their students become successful writers—particularly in the elementary and middle/junior
high school grades.

While the challenge is real, a substantial body of research provides valuable insights into effective
instruction that can help students improve their writing skills. In particular, research supports the value
of explicit instruction in writing strategies, utilizing a process of scaffolded practice to help students
move toward independent use of those strategies in their own writing. This is the approach employed by
Top Score Writing.

About Top Score Writing

Top Score Writing offers an easy-to-implement full-year writing curriculum for grades 2 through 8 that
features explicit instruction in writing strategies for organizing and crafting informative/explanatory,
opinion/argumentative, and narrative compositions to prepare students for state writing assessments.

e Top Score Writing uses a classroom-based approach designed to help all students achieve success on
state writing assessments, including at-risk students.

e Strategies are taught using a sequence of modeling, followed by guided practice, then independent
practice.

e Lessons at each grade level guide students through a process for each type of writing that starts with
simple planning, then proceeds to development of an introduction, middle “body” paragraphs
(including techniques for elaborating the topic), and a conclusion—all within the context of the type
of writing prompts students might expect to encounter in state assessments. Students then practice
writing and revising complete texts.

e Similar strategies are taught and reinforced for each text type at each grade level, adjusted to reflect
the varying requirements of different types of writing and more sophisticated writing demands and
capabilities at the higher grade levels.

About This Research Paper

This paper describes findings from a broad body of research related to writing strategy instruction and
scaffolded practice as an element of that instruction, then describes ways that Top Score Writing aligns
with those research findings.
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